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Partners  warn  tactic  is  counter-productive  as  Britain  vetoes  1 2 policy  decisions  in  Brussels 

Wrapped  in  the  futile  flag 


Minister  admits 
beef  ban  could 
last  for  six  years 


John  Palm«r  in  Brussels 
and  Michael  White 


INISTERS  ad- 
mitted yester- 
day that  their 
non-coopera- 
tion cam- 
paign within 
the  European  Union  over  BSE- 
tainted  beef  may  not  succeed  in 
'getting  the  EITs  worldwide  ban 
lifted  completely  before  the  start 
of  the  next  century. 

As  ministers  went  to  Brus- 
sels to  veto  12  more  policy  de- 
cisions, Roger  Freeman,  the 
cabinet  minister  responsible 
for  implementing  the  domes- 
tic BSE  eradication  pro- 
gramme, admitted  the  step- 
by-step  process  of  giving 
herds  a dean  bill  of  health  “is 
going  to  take  some  time”. 

He  added:  “It  certainly  is 
not  months.  That  is  because 
the  gestation  period  [for  BSE}, 
as  l understand  it,  is  a whole 
number  of  years,  four,  five  or 
six  years/’ 

Downing  Street  was  later 
forced  to  Issue  a denial  In  his 
naap  that  the  minister  had 
meant  the  ban  could  last  that 
long. 

Many  MPs  on  both  sides  be- 
lieve it  is  closer  to  the  truth 
than  talk  of  a “victory"  settle- 
ment before  next  month's 
European  summit  in  Florence 
on  June  21-22.  Yet  John  Ma- 
jor’s fellow  European  Union 
heads  of  government  expect 
him  to  abandon  Britain’s  non- 
cooperation campaign  at  or 
before  the  summit  in  return 
for  a face-saving  formula 
which  would  merely  make  a 
start  to  the  long  process. 

They  believe  that  British 


*1  very  much 
regret  having 
to  do  this.’ 

- Baroness  Cbafker, 
Overseas  Development 
Minister 

BARONESS  CHALKER: 
G Draft  conclusions  on 
a project  called  Horizon 
2000:  better  coordina- 
tion ofEU  and  member 
states’  aid  programmes. 

□ Draft  resolution  on 
environmental  impact 
assessment*  guiding 
principles  on  assessing 
impact  of  aid  projects 
on  environment 

□ Draft  conclusions  on 
decentralised  co-opera- 
tionu  clearer  evaluation 
of  such  projects. 

□ Migration  and  devel-  . 
opment:  establishment 
of  a working  group. 


ministers  realise  that  their  at- 
tempt to  obstruct  EU  business 
is  backfiring  badly  and  are 
encouraging  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter to  settle  — even  though 
Mr  Major  would  face  a domes- 
tic backlash  from  Tory  Euro- 
sceptics who  want  him  to  ex- 
pand the  veto  tactic  to 
encompass  sweeping  reform 
ofEU  institutions. 

Romano  Prodi,  Italian 
prime  minister  and  president 
of  the  European  Council,  is 
one  of  a number  of  EU  leaders 
who  have  warned  Mr  Major 
personally  that  the  Govern- 
ment's insistence  on  vetoing 
all  EU  decisions  is  “counter- 
productive”. 

Britain's  veto  of  a trade 
agreement  with  Mexico  has 
led  Spain  to  threaten  to  veto 
an  agreement  with  South  Af- 
rica on  which  British  diplo- 
mats have  worked  for 
months. 

Jacques  San  ter,  the  Com- 
mission president  Jacques 
Chirac,  the  French  president 
and  Helmut  Kohl,  the  German 
Chancellor,  have  also  pri- 
vately advised  Mr  Major  to 
cot  his  losses  and  jettison  the 
non-cooperation  campaign. 

With  Tory  loyalists  anxious 
to  get  foe  Cabinet  off  the  hook  ] 
before  foe  “beef  war"  turns 
seriously  nasty  — on  both  . 
sides  of  foe  Channel  and  foe 
Conservative  Party  — Labour 
also  stepped  op  the  pressure 
yesterday,  warning  that  a 
protracted  row  could  even 
sour  Euro  '96  football 
matches.  Robin  Cook,  the 
shadow  foreign  secretary, 
blamed  ministers  for  the  BSE 
crisis  but  ottered  conditional 
support  for  the  non-coopera- 
tion policy  “In  foe  national 


interest”.  Privately  Labour 
believes  it  will  misfire. 

The  Government  has  al- 
ways known  foot  the  ban  on 
beef  derivatives  — gelatin, 
tallow  and  bull  semen  — will 
almost  certainly  be  lifted 
either  by  EU  farm  ministers 
or,  if  necessary,  by  the  Com- 
mission next  week.  Even  this 
concession  will,  however,  be 
linked  to  firm  evidence  that 
more  exacting  standards  for 
the  production  of  beef  prod- 
ucts have  been  put  in  place  by 
British  industry  and  will  be 
properly  monitored  — part  of 
Mr  Freeman’s  task. 

An  EU  investigating  team 
is  expected  to  report  back  to 
Brussels  this  week  on  what 
progress  Britain  has  made  to 
improve  health  standards  In 
its  meat  trade. 

Mr  Major  knows  foe  other 
EU  leaders  will  not  fix  bind- 
ing dates  for  foe  progressive 
lifting  of  the  overall  beef  ban. 
A Commission  official  said 
yesterday:  “The  most  he  can 
expect  is  a statement  — per- 
haps in  new  language  — reit- 
erating our  readiness  to  lift 
the  ban  in  stages  as  and  when 
foe  British  authorities  are 
able  to  show  progress  in  the 
actual  elimination  of  BSE  and 
of  all  herds  at  potential  risk 
from  the  disease.” 

Yesterday  Mr  Freeman  ve- 
toed four  EU  measures,  with 
Baroness  Chalker,  the  over- 
seas aid  minister,  blocking 
eight — to  the  dismay  of  third 
world  lobbyists.  But  Mr  Free- 
man admitted  fhht  ’ routine 
work  would  carry  on  as 
usual:  “Life  goes  on,"  he  told 
startled  reporters. 

A senior  atfical  of  foe  Ital- 
ian presidency  said  yester- 
day: ‘‘There  are  signs  that  foe 
British  government  is  becom- 
ing a little  bit  more  realistic 
. . . There  is  much  less  stress 
now  on  a rigid  timetable  for 
removing  the  beef  ban  and 
mors  emphasis  on  the  need 
for  us  to  work  together  to 
remove  the  heed  for  any  ban." 

Labour  Hmlts  acoord,  pag*  4; 
I*»Hh  commuit,  pugo  8{ 

Be  vary  afraid,  pago  9 
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' □ Draft  conclusions  on 
plans  to  improve  co-or- 
dinationof  relief;  reha- 
bilitation and  develop- 
ment projects. 

□ Negotiating  mandate 
for  Mexican  relations. 

□ Agreement  on  emer- 
gency travel  documents. 

□ Report  on  EU/Afici- 
ca  n/Caribbean/Padfic 
development  projects.  . 

ROGER  FREEMAN: 

□ Resolution  on  admin- 


The  work  of  deregu- 
lation at  national  level 
can  and  will  go  on. 
Life  goes  on.' 

-Roger  Freeman,  Public 
Services  Minister 

istrative  co-operation: 
red-tape  catting. 

□ Resolution  on  legisla- 
tive simplification: 
standardising  legisla- 
tion such  as  mutual  rec- 
ognition of  diplomas, 
ornamental  plant 

, health  directives  and 
import/export  licensing 
forms. 

□ Conclusions  on  the 
harmonisation  of  ac- 
counting practices. 

l □ Conclusions  for  the 
internal  European  mar- 
; ket  on  the  consequences 
ofintegrated  company 
statutesf  or  EU  firms. 


John  Duncan  . . 

Sports  Correspondent 

THE  Football  Association 
launched  an  inquiry 
last  night  into  com- 
plaints that  the  England  team 
were  involved  in  an  “inci- 
dent" while  flying  back,  from 
Hong  Kong,  which  is  being  in- 
vestigated by  police.; 

Players  have  reportedly 
been  accused  of  damaging  foe 
plane.  Two  TV  sets  and  pas- 
senger table  were  damaged  in 


the  section  of  foe  aircraft 
where  the  England  players 
were  sitting,  a spokesman  for 
the  airline,  Cathay  Pacific, 
said  last  night 
Cathay  Pacific  lodged  a 
complaint  with  Heathrow 
police  after  foe  flight  touched 
down  at  5.30am  yesterday  and  i 
officers  from  Heathrow  were 
still  investigating  their  com- 
plaints last  night 
“We  can  confirm  that  an  in- 
cident took  place  on  flight 
CX251  from  Hong  Kong  to 
Heathrow  this  morning,”  said 


a Cathay  Pacific  spokesman. 
"The  incident  was  contained, 
and  there  were  no  injuries  to 
passengers.  The  airline  i™ 
launched  an  official  inquiry, 
and  iutWI  those  results  are 
known  we  will  not  make  any 

jllfUi^r  wwnniBnt" 

The  news  is  hugely  embar- 
rassing to  foe  FA  — two 
weeks  before  the  country 
hosts  Euro  96  — with  foe 
national  team  being  accused 
of  vandalism  so  close  to  a 
tournament  which  the  FA 
had  hoped  would  pass  of  with- 


out Incident  and  rid  Britain  of 
tta  hooligan  image: 

The  FA  learnt  erf  the  police 
Investigation  when  its  chief 
executive  Graham  Kelly 
received  a fax  from  Cathay 
Pacific  at  4^5pm  yesterday. 

“Allegations  In  that  fax  will 
be  investigated  by  Terry  Ven- 1 
ables  (foe  England  manager] 
at  the  earliest  opportunity," 
an  FA  spokesman  said.  “If 
any  action  needs  to  be  taken,  I 
It  will  be.  Cathay  Pacific  have 
asked  us  to  look  at  It” 

On  the  flight,  the  England 


party  were  sitting  apart  from 
other  passengers  in  the 
Marco  Polo  business  class ! 
section,  where  tickets  cost 
£2J>00  each.  As  well  as  unlim- 
ited free  champagne  and 
wine,  the  players  would  have  ! 
bad  reclining  seats  and  per- : 
sonal  videos.  The  airline  is  I 
awaiting  reports  from  cabin  ! 


However,  Mr  Venables  was 
said  to  be  perplexed  by  foe 
airline’s  claims  and  FA  insid- 
ers say  most  of  the  party  were 
asleep  during  the  flight  The 


Finance 
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FA  is  also  puzzled  as  to  why 
Cathay  Pacific  took  nine 
hours  to  contact  it.  Last 
September  the  FA  launched 
an  inquiry  into  allegations 
that  members  of  the  England  I 
under-2i  side  had  caused 
more  than  £100  worth  erf  dam- 
age to  a Portuguese  hotel' 
room.  The  claims  followed 
reports  that  players  bad  been 
boisterous  during  a flight 
after  drinking  heavily. 

Football  crazy?  Not  hm  matet 
Ga,pa«o4 
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The  view  from  Europe 


HENRY  V at  Agincourt.  Win- 
ston Churchill  during  the 
Battle  of  Britain.  Margaret 
Thatcher  during  the  Falk- 
lands  war.  And  now  a worthy 
descendant  — John  Major 
and  mad  cow  disease.  The 
British  prime  minister  has 
become  in  one  speech  a brave 
knight  brandishing  his  sword 
against  European  enemies.  . 

But  his  high-risk  strategy  1 
reveals  a cornered  politician. 
His  call  to  arms  is  more  for  I 
internal  consumption  than  to  1 
force  concessions  from 
Europe.  He  is  head  of  a gov- 1 
eminent  that  has  a majority  i 
of  one.  Mr  Major  is  playing  1 
his  last  card  ■—  populist  and  I 
demagogic.  He  hopes  that  by  ! 
draping  himself  in  foe  Union 
Jack  he  can  dredge  up  a Tory 
victory.  It  is  by  no  means 
sure  that  Europeans  will  be  r 
as  easy  to  crush  as  the  Arsen- 
tine  junta. 


LE  SOEEt 


BLACKMAIL  is  common  cur- 
rency in  the  European  Union. 
But  never  have  such  matters 
been  aired  so  bluntly.  The 
strategy  chosen  by  John 
Major  may  be  suiddaL  His 
attitude  to  Maastricht  has  left 
its  scars.  His  opposition  to 
Jean-Luc  Dehaene  as  a suc- 
cessor to  Jacques  Delors  fur- 
ther tarnished  his  relation- 
ship with  the  EU.  His  present  | 
attitude  — after  years  of  neg- ' 
ligence  in  the  prevention  of 
mad  cow  disease  — is  worse  I 
than  ever  because  political  | 
calculations  have  been 
grafted  on  to  a matter  of  pub- 
lic health.  The  blackmail 
which  crowns  a sad  European 
career  takes  on  a new  dimen- 
sion of  indecency. 

Stiddeufscrie*Ze3ft2ng 

JOHN  Major  has  become, 
through  the  beef  crisis,  foe  EU 
whipping  boy.  EU  leaders 


meet  in  Florence  soon  to  dis- 
cuss foe  Maastricht  treaty. 
Understandable  as  their  anger 
Is.  fob  EU  is  being  somewhat 
hypocritical.  The  supposed 
model  pupils  of  Bonn  and 
Paris  cannot  hide  behind  the 
Eurosceptics  from  London. 

For  years,  German  politi- 
cians have  pleaded  for  a de- 
crease in  EU  subsidies,  but 
Germany  is  one  of  the  biggest 
subsidisers.  The  beef  crisis 
requires  crisis  management 
which  might  include  exclud- 
ing gelatin  and  by-products 
from  the  ban.  The  model  stu- 
dent could  prove  it  Is  so  V& 
reintegrating  the  flri 
through  agreeing  to  lift  foe 
partial  ban. 

C0RBIEBE  DELLA  SEDA 

JOHN  Major  is  reaping  a fat 
dividend  with  his  anti- 
European  crusade.  Commen- 
tators are  speculating  that  foe 
leap  in  popularity  may  cause 
him  to  call  an  election  in  a 
climate  of  rabid  Europbobia. 

Whether  foe  context  is  foe 
mad  cow  crisis,  monetary 
union  or  the  Inter-Govern- 
mental Conference,  no  one 
has  any  illusions  about  the 
possibility  of  managing  EU 
affairs  with  this  Conservative 
government  Europe  is  pa- 
tiently waiting  for  the  British 
elections,  hoping  for  a change 
in  the  government 


Police  called  in  to  England  soccer  stars  incident 


Together  weTll  give 
everyone  a stake 
in  Britain’s  future 
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Festival  sketch 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  May  291996- 


Scottish  parliament  to  waive  revenge-raising  powers  in  first  term,  according  to  latest  Blair  revision  # 


Shamanic  tales  Lahftlll1  f fGGZGS 

for  t’clacking  folk 


Martin  Wainwright 


A FTRRK  years  of  teas- 
ZA  ing,  the  Hampstead  of 
/ %the  North  Is  about  to 
justify  its  legendary  status 
with  a jamboree  to  set  teeth  on 
edge  with  envy  in  London 
NW3- 

In  a whirl  of  beards  and 
berets,  f clacking  folk  (or 
chattering  classes)  of  the  cen- 
tral Pennies  are  presen  ting 
six  weeks  of  performance  pot- 
tery, shamanic  story-telling 
and  Indonesian  game  Ian 
music  among  the  fustian  and 
saddle-felt  mills  of  Hebden  ‘ 
Bridge. 

Crammed  into  a side-valley 


Indoors,  opening  Derete’s 
post,  Leonie  McDermott  and 
her  son  Atilla  (‘Tm  wind- 
swept and  interesting,"  he 
offers)  stand  for  another  of 

Hebden’s  set  the  Unrecon- 
structed Hippies.  Drawn  from 
Romford,  a decade  ago 
by  Sixties  friends  and  incredi- 
ble house  prices  (£10,000  for  a 
four-bedroom  stone  fortress), 
she  loves  laid-back  Windsor 
Hoad — “Like  being  at  college 
again  but  without  students  (no 
offence,  but  we're  a bit  older 
now).” 

So  she  was  festival  ing? 
“Well,  not  yet.  We’d  like  to  but 
it's  been  so  busy  with 
Women's  Aid  For  Peace  and 
our  convoys  to  Bosnia.  And 
now  we've  got  school  half- 
term.  . 

“My  husband's  a sculptor, 
though,  so  he  could  get  in- 
volved in  the  sculpture  trail 
they're  organising.  And  I 
would  like  to  try  to  get  a pho- 
tographic exhibition  together 
If  I can.” 

There  are  only  four  days  left 
for  such  initiatives,  although 


Michael  White 
Political  Editor 


without  allowing  , the  nation-  volution  bills  of  the  1970s  — 
alists  to  accuse  Labour  of  po-  arises  from  a belief  that  it 


our  eyes” 1 But  riaipis  that  agreed  with  the  British  Chan-  ■ 
some  of  Scotland's  49  Labour  cellar  of  the  Exchequer. 


T 


otherwise  blame  Whitehall  emphatically. 


for  any  financial  problem. 

"If  you  don't  have  that 


Lit! cal  cowardice.  However,  would  provide  discipline  to 

shadow  ministers  are  all  but  Scots  politicians  who  would 
HE  Labour  leader-  certain  to  embrace  a formula  otherwise  blame  Whitehall 
ship  is  to  defuse  the  whereby  the  power  to  vary  for  any  financial  problem. 
“tartan  tax"  contra-  Scottish  income  tax  by  up  to  "If  you  don't  have  that 
versy  by  pledging  3p  in  the  pound  either  way  power,  you  have  a permanent 
that  the  proposed  will  be  retained  in  die  devolu-  niggle  to  contend  with.  You 
parliament  would  tion  bill  planned  for  the  first  can't  tell  your  backbenchers 
case  its  powers  to  session  of  a Blair-led  to  shut  up  or  be  prepared  to 
r lower  — taxes  dur-  parliament.  argue  for  higher  Scottish 

st  four-year  term.  Simultaneously,  Labour  taxes,"  said  one  senior  MP. 


would  provide  discipline  to  MPs  are  backing  off  the  basic 
Scots  politicians  who  would  commitment  are  denied 


That  Is  " seen  as  a recipe  tor 


: campaigning  on  a pledgethat 
■taxes  would  go  up  is  “highly  - 
implausible"  in  the  present 


Though  the  Tories  remain 
in  third  place  in  Scotland, 


Scottish  parliament  would 
not  exercise  its  powers  to 
raise  — or  lower  — taxes  dur- 
ing its  first  four-year  term. 


power  you  have  a permanent  opinion  polls  show  support 
niggle  to  contend  with.  You  for  devolution  — let  alone  the 

can't  tell  your  backbenchers  pro-independence  campaign 
to  shut  up  or  be  prepared  to  — weakening  if  taxes  are 


nationalist  strife  on  both  political  climate, 
sides,  as  unacceptable  as  Backed  by  cabinet-  col- 
dropping  the  tax  power  alto-  -leagues,  the  Scottish  Secre- 
gether.  The  pro-devohition-  tary,  Michael  Forsyth,  has 
iste  comfort  from  the  campaigned  against  the  **tar- 
knowledge  that  the  chancel-  tan  tax”  as  a threat  to  Scot- 
lor  they  will  almost  certainly  land's  businesses  and  jobs  — 
face  will  be  Gordon  Brown,  a and  tangible  proof  that 


to  shut  up  or  be  prepared  to  — weakening  if  taxes  are  race  win  oe  uoruon  r . 

argue  for  higher  Scottish  likely  to  rise.  A peony  on  in- 


come  tax  would  raise  £120-150  shadow  foreign  secretary. 


Amid  renewed  controversy  would  promise  not  to  invoke 
among  the  main  parties  north  the  power  in  the  proposed 
of  the  border.  Tony  Blair  and  1998-2002  term  of  the  new 


“Without  it  they'd  have  free  million  in  Scotland,  against  Robin  Cook,  formerly  a critic, 
m?e  to  blame  London,”  said  £2  billion  UK-wide.  is  also  now  pro-devolution^ 


range  to 
another. 


his  lieutenants,  several  of  Edinburgh  parliament  where,  Scots  Tories  are  preparing  amining  several  options,  in- 
them  Scots,  have  not  finalised  even  with  a proportional  vot-  to  denounce  a "soggy  oompro-  eluding  a requirement  that 


Mr  Robertson  has  been  ex-  Mr  Robertson  argues  that 


high-tax  ones.  . . 7 

Shadow  ministers  eager  to 
see  devolved  government 
spread  to  the.  Englishregions 


- frUl 


them  Scots,  have  not  finalised  even  with  a proportional  vot- 
a decision  on  toe  options  ing  system.  Labour  would 
drawn  up  by  the  shadow  Scot-  dominate, 
tish  secretary,  George  Robert-  Ironically,  the  case  for  giv- 
son,  to  defuse  a potential  cam-  tog  Edinburgh  some  tax  pow- 
paign  issue  for  John  Major  ers  — unlike  the  aborted  de- 


many  regional  parliaments  as  well  as  to  Wales  fear  Mr 
which  have  such  powers,  in-  Major  will  use  the  issue  to 


ing  system.  Labour  would  mise”  while  toe  SNP  leader,  two-thirds  or  three-quarters  eluding  those  m Spain  ana  renew  i 

dominate.  Alex  Salmond,  is  telling  sup-  of  the  Edinburgh  parlla-  Australia,  do  not  exercise 

Ironically,  the  case  for  giv-  porters  that  Labour's  shifty  meat's  members  would  have  them  — nor. did  Ihe  old  Stor-  the  km^-on  m»ct  m Kng- 

ing  Edinburgh  some  tax  paw-  commitment  to  devolution  is  to  endorse  a Scots  tax  change,  pent  paripment  in.  Northern  ^na  that  worries  i ony 

ers  — unlike  the  aborted  de-  "starting  to  crumble  before  or  that  this  would  have  to  be  Ireland.  Colleagues  add  that  Blair,  one.MF  saifl.  . 


fhosg  in  Spain  and  renew  "Labour  tax  bomb- 
i.  do  not  exercise  shell"  fears  in -England.  “It’s 
nor  did  the  old  Stor-  the  knock-on  effect  in  Eng- 


'starting  to  crumble  before 


Ireland.  Colleagues  add  that  [ Blair,"  one  MP  said. 


of  Calderdale,  so  steep  that  tra-  Windsor  Street’s  rich  calleo- 
ditional  back-to-backs  are  ac-  tion  of  doorstep  potted  plants 

tuallytop-to-bots,  the  town  has  (Including  Leonie’s  star  beech 
gradually  grown  embarrassed  tree  in  a lavatory  bowl)  would 
at  the  gap  between  Its  fame  as  make  an  excellent  Instant 

a Yorkshire  Parnassus,  and  photo  essay, 

cultural  reality.  "Just  look  at  the  drain- 

“ We’ve  got  all  these  artists  pipes,  ” said  AttUa,  “every  one 

living  here,"  said  Sydney  a different  colour.” 

Roper,  “but  no  festival  to  Only  one  — sure  sign  of  a 

show  off  what  they  can  do."  surviving  Original — still  car- 

Among  the  computers  and  ries  the  dark,  petrol-blue  com- 
piles of  paper  at  his  national  pulsory  in  toe  days  when  toe 

seminar-organising  consul-  street  belonged  to  Foster's 

tancy  (a  concrete  example  of  Mills. 

Hebden/Hampstead,  relo-  Several  doors  down,  an- 

cated  from  the  London  suburb  other  Unreconstructed  Hippy 
by  its  owners.  London  Univer-  is  missing  out  on  the  fun  too. 
sity)  he  and  a group  of  pals  Juggler  and  street  performer 

have  set  about  putting  that  (and  emergency  Yorkshire 

right  Water  tanker  driver)  Tony 

It  is  an  uphill  struggle;  and  Webber  Is  the  festival’s  loss, 
not  just  because  of  the  town’s  France's  gain 

spectacularly  steep  streets,  The  For  Sale  sign  outside 
which  had  postman  Derek  . his  home  marks  imminent 

Crossley  gasping  on  his  round  plans  to  tot  to  toe  countryside 
yesterday . “Arts  festival?  I near  Bordeaux, 

don't  know  about  that  But  “Street  performing  goes 

we're  definitely  going  to  Tod  down  better  there,"  said  Tony,' 

carnival."  shuddering  at  a municipal 

Mr  Crossley.  tempted  to  the  booking  in  Nottingham  where 
neighbouring,  down-to-earth  he  was  offered  the  local  Gents 

town  of  Todmorden.  repre-  to  change  In  and  use  as  his 

sents  the  oldest  of  Hebden’s  base, 

rich  mix  of  social  strands:  the  “The  weather’s  cold  here 

Originals,  whose  art  reached  a and  toe  audiences  seem  cold 
peak  In  corduroy  and  battle-  too." 

dress  manufacture.  (Vemacu-  The  festival's  attraction  of 

lar  literature  took  the  form  of  An  Evening  With  Sir  Bernard 

bo^iavitations  to  unknown  | Ingham— -toe  town's  most 


Gls.  slipped  into  the  pockets  of  famous  contemporary  son— 


uniforms  by  mill  girls  during 
the  second  world  war.) 


First  night 


also  brings  him  out  in 
shivers. 


PRESIDENT  Boris  Yelt- 
sin staged  a lightning 
visit  to  the  Chechen 
capital  Grozny  yesterday  to 
tell  Russian  troops  that  they 
had  won  the  war.  destroyed  a 
criminal  regime,  and  liqui- 
dated the  forces  of  the  rebels. 

Meanwhile  the  leaders  of 
that  regime,  with  whom  Mr 
Yeltsin  had  signed  a peace 
deal  the  night  before,  lay 
trapped  all  day  in  a govern- 
ment guest  house  in  Moscow, 
powerless  to  stop  the  Russian 
leader’s  charade. 

A furious  Zelimkhan  Yan- 
darbiyev,  the  rebel  Chechen 
leader,  who  had  no  advance 
warning  of  Mr  Yeltsin's  latest 
publicity  stunt,  cancelled  a 
press  conference  and  flew 
back  to  Chechenia  last  night 
Mr  Yeltsin  used  his  short 
sojourn  in  Grozny  airport  to  i 

rub  salt  into  the  wounds  of  Boris  Yeltsin  greets  residents  of  Grozny  during  his  lightning  visit  to  the  Chechen  capital  yesterday 


the  rebel  leadership,  calling 

them  terrorists  and  saying  securing  peace  with  his  near- 


PHOTOOBAPH-  DM  mil  SOKOLOV 


that  their  resistance  was 
“practically  broken". 


Spear  heads 
reggae  legends 


mutinous  army  than  securing  a Foreign  Office  spokesman 
negotiations  with  toe  rebels,  said;  "We  welcome  toe  news 
Never  straying  far  from  his  The  two  sides  still  have  to  of  this  agreement  We  hope 
helicopter,  Mr  Yeltsin  told  toe  agree  on  a surrender  of  that  both  skies  will  imple- 
troops  of  toe  205  Rifle  Brigade  weapons  and  exchange  of  ment  it  in  a manner  that  can 
at  toe  airport  "Victory  is  prisoners,  neither  of  which  lead  to  lasting  peace.” 
yours.  We  have  won  over  toe  has  happened  in  the  past  The  French  foreign  minis- 

rebellious  Dudayev  regime  Mr  Yeltsin  said:  “The  die-  try  called  the  deal  a major 


Western  capitals.  In  London,  door  shut  on  the  rebel  Ghe- 
a Foreign  Office  spokesman  chen  claim  of  sovereignty. 


said:  "We  welcome  toe  news  He  called  the  Moscow  place- 
of  this  agreement  We  hope  man  Doku  Zavgayev,  who 


Ethnic  Russians  in  Grozny  neighbouring  North  Ossetia, 
were  the  first  victims  of  the  en  route  to  Moscow. 


brutal  Russian  bombardment 
in  January  and  Febuary  1995 


As  he  was  speaking,  Mos- 
cow news  agencies  reported 


stood  by  his  side,  “the  head  of  and  their  property  was  looted  the  arrest  of  Alla  Dudayev, 


lead  to  lasting  peace. 


Chechenia"  who  was  known, 
praised  and  treated  with 


...  We  have  taken  into  ac-  persed  groups  of  the  intransi- 
count  the  lessons  of  the  past  gent  opposition  are  not  going 


The  French  foreign  minis-  great  respect  This  too  will  in- 
try  called  the  deal  a major  foliate  toe  rebel  leaders,  who 


step  towards  a settlement 


refuse  to  recognise  last  year’s 


Mr  Yeltsin's  words,  how-  elections  which  brought  Zav- 


We  will  co-operate  with  those  to  give  up  their  arms  immedi-  ever,  only  highlighted  the  gap  gayev  to  power.  Mr  Yeltsin 


Garth  Cartright 

Essential  Music  Festival 

Brighton 


AS  A WARM-UP  for  the 
season's  major  events. 
Brighton's  Essential 
Music  Festival  offered  fairly 
predictable  dance  and  indie 


Is  still  testing  its  boundaries. 
A genius,  sure,  but  not  one  you 
need  to  listen  to  very  often. 

Gregory  Isaacs  and  Michael 
Rose  both  played  crowd  pleas- 
ing early  evening  sets.  Fifteen 
years  ago  either  could  have 
headlined  a similar-sized 
event  Isaacs  was  reggae’s 
answer  to  Marvin  Gaye  and. 
like  his  mentor,  he  burned  his 


who  give  up  their  arms.  We  ately,  but  we  will  deploy  the 
will  destroy  those  illegal  hardest  response  measures  to 


armed  formations  which  con- 
tinue military  activity.” 

It  was  a bellicose  speech 
which  had  mere  to  do  with 


all  attempts  at  terrorist  and 
criminal  activity.” 


between  the  sides.  He  said  he  called  on  ethnic  Russians 
had  come  to  Chechenia  after  who  fled  Grozny  in  the  wake 
18  months  of  war  to  "demon-  of  the  Russian  bombardment 


by  Russian  soldiers.  Yeltsin 
did  not  mention  compensa- 
tion for  homeless  Chechens. 

The  Russian  president 
owned  up  to  his  own  responsi- 
bility for  the  errors  of  the 
past  and  said  the  military 
should  never  again  be 


widow  of  the  late  rebel  leader 
Dzhokhar  Dudayev,  in  neigh- 
bouring Kabardlno  Balkar ia. 
Mr  Yeltsin  reportedly  ordered 
her  release. 

As  Mr  Yeltsin  left  the  rav- 
aged capital,  toe  pro-Moscow 
Chechen  Interior  ministry 


strate  that  the  Chechen  to  return  and  rebuild  their  clans.  Mr  Yeltsin  was  then 


allowed  to  pay  the  price  for  reported  triumphantly  that  it 
the  misjudgments  of  politi-  was  unusually  calm. 


Support  for  the  precarious  Republic  is  in  Russia  and  no-  houses,  and  said  they  could  whisked  back  to  the  Russian 

HIM  riant  (n  )L»n  I nluin  nTon”  I ant  n V,«,„.inn  I...  sis* I ■ . . , . 


peace  deal  flooded  in  from  [ where  else",  slamming  the  I get  a housing  loan. 


military  base  in  Mozdok,  in 


Neo-Nazis  back  Yeltsin, 
pages 


•»**  '* 


fore  across  the  weekend,  while  career  and  talent  in  a cocaine 


Burmese  defy  threats 


Monday  presented  an  imagi- 
native Jamaican-British 
cross-pollination  under  the 
guise  of  a reggae  day . 

Reggae  may  have  given  the 
Seventies  the  best  tunes,  big- 
gest bass  lines  and,  in  Bob 
Marley.  its  brightest  star,  but 
toe  Eighties  saw  the  rise  of 
ragga  and  the  retreat  of  reg- 
gae. Yet  London  and  Bristol 
sound  systems  were  exploring 
the  heart  of  dub  and  rechan- 
nelling  reggae. 

Just  as  blues  was  opened 
out  by  an  ex-LSE  student  and 
mates  30  years  ago,  the  adven- 
tures Inherent  in  trip-hop,  jun- 
gle and  ambient  derive  from 
Jamaican  sonic  principles 
retooled  in  underground  Brit- 
ish clubs  and  studios.  And  in  a 
Brighton  valley  greying  Ja- 
maican reggae  legends  and 
fresh-faced  artful  samplers 
provided  the  sound  clash  that 
could  define  this  summer. 

Lee  Scratch  Perry  is  the 


pipe.  He  has  made  a slow 
comeback  recently  but  today’s 
gruff-voiced  performance  sug- 
gests the  seducer  of  Night 

Nurse  has  some  distance  to  go. 

Leading  Black  Uhuru.  Rose 
was  groomed  to  fill  Marley's 
shoes  until  he  found  conquer- 
ing Babylon  by  bus  not  to  his 
taste  and  retreated  to  Jamai- 
ca's highlands.  Twelve  years 
on  and  Rose  has  not  lost  his 
militant  rasta  fundamental- 
ism. or  his  way  with  an 
anthem.  His  band  swing  and 
he  broods  magnificently. 

London’s  Dub  Syndicate 
played  before  Lee  Perry  took 
the  main  stage.  Appropriate 
with  the  Syndicate  having 
kept  Perry  in  circulation 
throughout  the  Eighties. 
Techno  dub  workouts  by  Zion 

Train  and  Iration  Steppas  pro- 
vide lively  knees-up  activity 
while  weaves  ofTransglobal 
Underground  and  the  wonder- 
ful Banco  De  Gaia  match  ex- 


Ian  Black 
Diplomatic  Editor 

BURMA’S  defiant  demo- 
cratic opposition  threw 
down  a new  challenge 
to  the  military  junta  yester- 
day, ignoring  heavy-handed 
Official  intimidation  to  an- 
nounce  plans  to  draw  up  a 
new  constitution. 

Reports  from  the  capital 
Rangoon  said  40,000  people 
turned  out  for  a government- 
sponsored  rally  — the  second 
in  two  days  — to  denounce  ! 
"traitorous"  acts  by  the  de- 
mocracy camp  led  by  Aung 
San  Sun  Kyi. 

Official  counter-measures 
coincided  with  the  end  of  a 
controversial  three-day  meet- 
ing of  Ms  Suu  Kyi's  National 
League  for  Democracy,  which 


Aung  San  Sun  Kyi:  planned 
constitution  is  bold  new  step 

"The  conference  authorised 


original  loop  guru  and  a father  otic  dub  collages  with  post- 


focused  attention  on  state  the  executive  committee  to 
repression  and  mounting  in-  draw  up  a constitution  for  the 


figure  to  most  everyone  play- 
ing today.  Perry  is  a producer 
of  legend,  singer  of  note  and 
perpetrator  of  mainly  odd 
acts.  The  most  recent  of  these 
being  bis  settling  in  Switzer- 
land. Live  appearances  con- 
firm Scratch  as  the  eternal 
space  cadet  He  clucks, 
squawks,  taunts,  chants  and 
sings  shamanic  verse.  He  also 
likes  to  drown  everything  in 
echo.  Having  invented  dub  he 


house  dance  manoeuvres. 

There  is  all  kinds  of  integra- 
tion. and  experimentation  go- 
ing on  here,  bat  the  one  artist 
folly  in  control  of  his  fosion  is 
Burning  Spear.  Spear  opens 
up  the  sound.  Deep  rhythms, 
dense  horns,  sparkling  gui- 
tars and  his  foghorn  of  a voice 
calling  the  Diaspora  back  to 
Africa.  Spear's  Old  Testament 
prophecies  unfold  across 
beautiful  patterns  of  sound. 


temation.il  criticism  of  It 
The  conference  was  the  bol 


future  Union  of  Burma."  Ms 
Suu  Kyi  said.  “It  doesn’t  take 


dest  step  yet  against  the  junta  long  to  draw  up  a constitution 
by  Ms  Suu  Kyi  since  her  if  you  have  the  will." 


release  from  six  years  or 
house  arrest  last  July. 

Plans  for  a constitution, 
even  with  no  means  of  enforc- 
ing it  would  provide  Bur- 
mese with  a clear  contrast  a 
system  emphasising  democ- 
racy and  human  rights  versus, 
one  weighted  towards  a para- 
mount role  for  the  military. 


Asked  how  ordinary  Bur- 
mese could  prevail  against 
the  military,  she  replied: 
"That’s  exactly  why  there 
will  be  change,  because  all 
they  have  is  guns.” 

The  NLD  angered  the  rul- 
ing State  Law  and  Order 
Restoration  Council  (Slorc) 
last  November  when  It  pulled 


out  of  a government-orga- 
nised convention  drafting  a 
new  constitution.  It  de- 
nounced the  convention  as  a ' 
rubber  stamp. 

The  NLD  conference,  mark- 
ing the  anniversary  of  elec- 
tions in  1990  when  the  opposi- 
tion won  80  per  cent  of  the 
seats,  was  supposed  to  bring 
together  candidates  who  had 
not  been  killed,  jailed  or 
driven  into  exile  by  the  Slorc, 
which  did  not  honour  the 
election  result. 

But  the  arrests  of  260  dele- 
gates and  party  members 
drew  attention  to  the  regime's 
practice  of  crushing  dissent 
while  quietly  signing  busi- 
ness deals  with  foreign  corpo- 
rations looking  for  lucrative 
contracts. 

Even  the  tightly  controlled 
Burmese  media  has  been  un- 
able to  hide  the  cack-handed 
official  attempts  at  stifling 
support  for  Ms  Suu  Kyi:  state 
television  showed  gloomy 
pro-Slorc  demonstrators  clap- 
ping politely  after  being 
urged  on  to  the  streets  by  gov- 
ernment loudspeaker  trucks. 

In  contrast,  cheers  and 
chants  greeted  Ms  Suu  Kyi 
when  10,000  Burmese  braved 
the  dreaded  MI  — military  In- 
telligence — to  hear  her  speak 
outside  her  home. 

The  right  people,  page  9 
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War  orphan  to  return  home  ‘Smokeless5  cigarette  goes  on  sale  in  US 


Jj3i25(£3fl+V«T) 

(I 


LIMITED  OFFER 

£g.99 


„ . — her  skull,  arrived  three  weeks 

Press  Association  ag0  f0r  the  operation  to 

““  remove  the  2cm  bullet  from 

^PENNEH  Cole,  the  five*  behind  ha"  eye. 

I year-old  orphan  girl  It  was  carried  out  by  doe- 
brought  to  Britain  for  a life-  tors  at  the  Norfolk  and  Nor*  US  company  believes  it  has 
saving  operation,  was  due  to  wich  Hospital,  Norwich,  who  finally  succeeded  in  its  quest 
return  to  Sierra  Leone  today  feared  there  was  a significant  for  a “clean"  cigarette  which 
to  be  reunited  with  the  couple  risk  of  her  dying  through  a cuts  down  significantly  on 
who  found  her  after  her  brain  Infection.  ashes,  stains.  sm«>tl  am* 

parents  were  killed  in  the  “She  is  a amfhsed  little  girl 
civil  war.  and  it  will  be  good  for  her  to 

Tenneh,  who  was  blinded  in  settle  in  her  home  environ- 
her  right  eye  and  left  partly  ment."  said  Caroline  Cook 
deaf  when  a bullet  entered  From  the  charity’. 


who  found  her  after  her 
parents  were  killed  in  the 
civil  war. 

Tenneh,  who  was  blinded  in 
her  right  eye  and  Jeft  partly 
deaf  when  a bullet  entered 


Marie  Tim  In  Now  York 


AFTER  millions  of  dollars 
and  years  of  research,  a 
US  company  believes  it  has 


ashes,  stains,  smell' and 
smoke. 

R.J.  Reynolds,  which  makes 
Camel  and  Winston,  claims 
the  Eclipse  cigarette  reduces 
second-hand  smoke  by  nearlv 


90  per  cent.  It  is  the  compa- 
ny’s second  attempt  in  eight 
years  to  market  a smokeless 
or  low-smoke  cigarette.  In 
1988,  it  introduced  Premier, 
after  SS00  million  (£193  mil- 
lion) in  research.  But  Premier 
went  up  in  smoke  after  just  a 
year,  amid  disappointing 
sales  and  stiff  opposition  from 
public  health  groups  which , 
complained  about  unknown  i 
safety  risks.  i 

Eclipse  uaes  on  Mile  next  I 
Tuesday  m Chattanooga.  Ten- 


nessee, after  three  years  of 
tests  involving  12,000  smokers 
in  2o  states  followed  by  an  ex- 
tensive marketting  campaign, 
and  could  go  on  sale  in  other 
US  cities  this  year. 

The  cigarette  does  not  burn 
tobacco.  At  the  lit  end,  it  has  a 
small  tip  made  mainly  of  car- 
bon which  bums  and  sends 
hot  air  through  the  tobacco 
inside  the  cigarette. 

It  does  not  bum  down  but 
after  about  six  or  seven  min- 
utes goes  out  by  itself. 
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The  big  screen;  ET,  Jurassic  Park  and  Forrest  Gump,  America's  biggest  grossing  UIidn.  Mission  Impossible,  the  film  remake  of  the  television  classic,  almost  recouped  its  S60  million  production  cost  in  four  days 

Tom  Cruise  pulls  off  movie  Mission  Impossible 


Ian  Katz  in  New 

York  reports  on  a 
record  Hollywood 
money  spinner 

IT  WAS  Tom  Cruise 
against  the  forces  of  na- 
ture and,  predictably, 
the  clean-cut  leading 
man  won  handsomely. 

Cruise’s  big-budget 
remake  of  the  cloak-and- 
dagger  television  classic 
Mission  Impossible  broke 
box  office  records  for  the 
lucrative  Memorial  Day 
weekend. 

Hie  glossy  spy  thriller 
came  dose  to  recoaping  its 
£60  million  (£40  million! 
production  cost  in  its  first 
fotxr  days  and  was  on 
course  to  break  the  six-day  ! 
record  of  $74.1  million  set ; 
by  Jurassic  Park.  It  easily 
outstripped  the  537.2  mil- 
lion Memorial  Day  week- 
end record  set  by  The  Flint- 
stones  in  1994. 

The  success  of  Cruise's 
cold-war  reprise  during  its 
first  key  days  confirms  the 
star  power  of  the  diminu- 
tive actor,  aged  33,  who  co- 
produced Mission  Impossi- 
ble and  reportedly  insisted 
on  control  of  virtually 
every  aspect  of  the  film. 

It  will  cheer  Hollywood 
honchos  unnerved  by  a 
string  of  recent  box  office 
bombs,  including  a remake 
of  the  television  series  Flip- 
per and  a screen  version  of 
the  Roald  Dahl  book,  James 
and  the  Giant  Peach. 

Cruise  plays  Ethan  Hunt, 
an  impossibly  cool  under- 
cover agent  who  most  hunt 
down  a mold  responsible 
for  engineering  the  death  of 
a number  of  his.  fellow 
spies.  Or  something  like 
that. 

The  film  features  a 
snappy,  updated  version  of 
the  television  show’s  mem- 
orable Lalo  Schifirfn  theme 
tune  and  its  instructions  to 
agents  delivered  on  self-de- 


As  well  as  co-producing  Mission  Impossible.  Tom  Cruise  stars  as  Ethan  Hunt,  an  undercover  agent  in  search  of  the  killer  of  his  fellow  spies 


structing  cassettes  — cynical  denial  of  every-  were  easily  drowned  out  by 

though  now  the  cassettes  thing  the  TV  show  meant  a $30  million  marketing 

are  videos  rather  than  ...  a window  on  to  Holly-  blit*  which  ensured  it  was 

audiotapes.  wood’s  intellectual  bank-  Impossible  to  switch  on  a 


Impossible  to  switch  on  a I £20  million 


Stars  , of  the  original  rnptcy  an d barely  percepti-  television  for  more  than 


Hollywood  is  anxiously 
waiting  to  find  out  if  Jim 
Carrey  can  justify  his 
£20  million  fee  for  The 


reveal  all  in  the  upcoming 
Striptease. 

The  Memorial  Day  week- 
end is  seen  as  a crucial  in  di- 


series were  less  than  Am-  hie  standards". 


pressed  by  Cruise’s  offer  of  I 
cameo  parts  in  his  interpre- 


Time  magazine  lamented 


five  minutes  without  find- 
ing oneself  humming  along 


Cable  Guy,  released  next  cator  of  the  American  pub- 
month,  and  if  Demi  Moore  lie’s  appetite  for  movies 
can  recoup  the  S12.5mU-  during  the  summer 
Hon  (a  record  for  an  ac-  months,  when  the  studios 
tress)  she  was  paid  to  do  almost  40  per  cent  of 


tation.  "The  cast  was  ap-  all  effects,  no  effect"  and 
p roach ed  to  come  back  and  wondered  why  Cruise 


an  infinite  trailer  that  is  to  the  theme  time. 

11  effects,  no  effect"  and  Cruise  is  one  of  a handfhl 


get  killed  in  the  first  five  sported  "the  worst,  haircut 
minutes,"  said  Martin  Lan-  ever  worn  in  public  by  a 


wondered  why  Cruise  of  Hollywood  leading  men 
sported  "the  worst,  haircut  who  can  command  $20  mil- 


Block  busters 

Top  10  earners  of  all  tuna  (US5) 

ET  399,804,539 

Jurassic  Pa*  357,067,947 
FbiolGwnp  383^89,600 

Star  Wars  232,7401142 

The  lion  King  31AaSSJSl 
Horae  Alone  285,781,243 
Return  olths  JO*  263,734,642 
Jaws  260.000000 

Batman  3Si,VUt&24 

Raiders  ol  Lost  A 242,374,454 

their  box  office  business. 

Americans  spent  a record! 
SI  19.7  million  watching  the 
top  10  films  over  the  long 
weekend  — more  than  they 
spent  on  all  the  films  on 
release  over  the  same 
period  last  year.  At  the  rate 
they  are  going,  they  will 
spend  S6  billion  on  cinema 
tickets  this  year.  17  per 
cent  more  than  in  1995. 

"No  one  conld  ever  have 
dreamed  the  numbers  we’re 
getting,"  Sherry  Lansing, 
the  head  of  Paramount  Pic- 
tures. which  released  Mis- 
sion Impossible,  told  the 
New  York  Times. 

“The  movie,  we  feel,  is  in- 
telligent, it*s  got  great 
special  effects,  you  never 
catch  your  breath,  and  it 
bolds  yon  on  the  edge  of 
your  seat.  Also,  Tom  Cruise 
is  a major,  major,  major 
movie  star,  arguably  the 
biggest  draw  there  Is.” 

By  yesterday  the  industry 
was  already  abuzz  with 
speculation  about  a sequel. 
Paula  Silver,  who  collabo- 
rated with  Cruise  to  pro- 


during  the  summer  duce  Mission  Impossible, 
months,  when  the  studios  said  this  was  premature: 
do  almost  40  per  cent  of  “Call  me  in  a week.” 


NEWS  3 

Seven 
nuggets 
and  you 
are  out 


Sarah  Bose  toy 

IT  WAS  a case  of  two 
chicken  McNuggets  too  far. 
A McDonald's  employee, 
who,  like  a latter-day  Oliver 
Twist,  wanted  more  than  her 
lunchtime  allowance  of  sis 
battered  bits  of  poultry,  has 
been  sacked  for  gross 
misconduct. 

With  rather  the  reaction  of 
Dickens's  Mr  Bumble, 
McDonald's  was  unwilling  to 
take  Cathy  Shephard's  predi- 
lection for  its  food  as  a com- 
pliment to  the  chef.  The  17- 
year-old  who  worked  in  the 
drive-through  branch  in 
Strood.  Kent,  appealed  fur- 
ther up  the  hierarchy,  but 
was  given  her  cards. 

Could  she  possibly  have 
been  hungry?  A spokes- 
woman for  McDonald's 
doubted  It  "She  would  have 
been  entitled  to  a McDonald's 
I extra  value  meal  — chicken 
nuggets  or  a quarter  pounder 
or  a Big  Mac  and  fries  and  a 
drink,"  she  said.  "She  should 
have  taken  an  order  of  six 
nuggets.  She  took  an  order 
bigger  than  that." 

Clearly  she  liked  the  food, 
but  McDonald's  does  not  bold 
with  the  practices  of  chocolate 
factories  — the  stuff  of  child- 
hood legend  — where  con- 
veyor-belt packers  may  eat 
and  eat  until  they  are  sick. 

No  — they  have  a rigid  food 
policy,  which  entitles  each 
employee  to  roughly  the  same 
value  meal  once  a day,  worth 
just  under  £3.  “Everybody 
gets  the  same  food  allowance 
— it's  very  egalitarian,”  the 
spokeswoman  said. 

Ms  Shephard’s  addiction  to 
Me  Fast  Food  was  such  that 
she  had  helped  herself  to  a bit 
extra  on  an  earlier  occasion. 
"She  had  been  warned  11 
days  earlier  that  abusing  the 
food  allowance  was  a sack- 
able  offence."  the  spokes- 
woman said. 

Ms  Shephard,  who  had 
worked  far  McDonald's  for 
just  under  a year,  claimed  she 
asked  a colleague  to  pass  her 
the  standard  issue  box  of  six 
nuggets,  but  was  given  one 
containing  eight  "We  are 
talking  about  losing  my  job 
over  a few  pennies,”  she  said. 

While  McDonald's  is  proud 
of  its  staff  policies,  burger 
chains  are  not  famous  for 
their  generosity  to  staff.  Last 
year  Burger  King  changed  its 
mind  in  tire  face  of  bad  public- 
ity and  paid  compensation  to 
workers  who  had  been  told  to 
clock  off.  thereby  losing  pay, 
whenever  there  were  few  cus- 
tomers in  the  restaurant 


lion  per  movie.  But  with 
dan.  “But  after  all  those  major  movie  star".  Almost  soaring  star  wages  driving 
years,  that’s  not  the  way  we  everyone  complained  that  production  costs  skyward, 
wanted  to  be  remembered."  following  the  film’s  laby-  studios  need  virtually 
The  critics  were  similarly  rin thine  plot  was  indeed  a every  film  featuring  an  A- 
imflattering.  The  Washing-  mission  impossible.  list  actor  to  be  a block- 

ton  Post  called  it  “a  tired,  But  Cruise's  detractors  buster  just  to  break  even. 


everyone  complained  that  production  costs  skyward, 
following  the  film’s  laby-  studios  need  virtually 


unflattering.  The  Washing- 
ton Post  called  it  “a  tired. 


list  actor  to  be  a block- 
buster just  to  break  even. 


Mega-utilities  ‘threaten  jobs’ 


Redwood  calls  for  Monopolies 
Commission  referrals  over 
looming  wave  of  takeovers 


Chris  Barrie 

Business  Correspondent 

THE  termer  Tory  leader: 
ship  challenger  John 
Redwood  warned  the 
Government  last  night  that  it 
must  take  urgent  action  to 
clarify  its  policy  on  the  water. 
gas  and  electricity  industries 
by  inferring  rival  bids  for 
Southern  Water  to  the  Mo- 
nopolies and  Mergers 
Commission. 

In  an  indication  of  growing 
Tory  unease  at  the  prospect  of 
widescale  job  cuts  across  the 
party’s  heartlands  in  the 
south  of  the  country  in  the 
wake  of  more  utility  take- 
overs, Mr  Redwood  demanded 
that  Ian  Lang,  the  trade  and 
Industry  secretary,  ask  the 
MMC  to  intervene  to  ensure 
the  merged  companies  were 
capable  of  maintaining  vital 
supplies. 

Mr  Redwood  was  speaking 
as  Scottish  Power  launched  a 
£1.56  billion  takeover  bid  for 
Southern  Water.  Southern 
Electric,  the  water  company’s 
Maidenhead-based  neigh- 
bour, is  expected  to  announce 
this  morning  that  it  has. 
reached  agreement  to  make  a 
rival  offer. 

The  bids  sparked  huge 
surges  in  water  company 
share  prices  as  the  City  antic- 
ipated what  one  analyst  de- 
scribed as  a “tidal  wave  of 


takeovers”  with  utilities 
scrambling  to  combine  to  cre- 
ate “mega-utilities”  offering  a 
range  of  services  under  one 
corporate  roof. 

Predicting  a rush  of  take- 
overs before  the  election,  the 
analyst  said:  “There  are  a 
number  of  management 
teams  out  there  with  a twin- 
kle in  their  eye  keen  to  get  it 
done  before  Tony  Blair  stops 
it" 

Mr  Redwood  said  there  had 
already  been  examples  of  util- 
ities making  "unfortunate  ac- 
quisitions*' of  businesses  out- 
side their  own  areas  of 
experience.  It  would  be  wor- 
rying if  an  electricity  com- 
pany bought  a water  company 
and  then  found  it  was  unable 
to  run  it  . 

Emphasising  that  more  vig- 
orous competition  should  lie 
at  the  heart  of  government 
; policy,  Mr  Redwood  said  he 
I did  . not  accept  it  was  neces- 
sary for  utilities  to  pool  assets 
I In  order  to  strip  out  costs. 
This  could  be  achieved  by 
! joint  ventures  or  contracting 
out  services. 

He  said  the  MMC  should  in- 
vestigate whether  it  was  poss- 
| Ible  to  ring-fence  revenues  in 
1 companies  supplying  vital 
| services.  The  MMC  should  ; 
i also  ask  whether  it  was  happy 
that  customer  pledges  given 
by  each  industry  could  be  ] 
! met 

Mr  Redwood  was  speaking  i 


! amid  concern  on  Tory  back- 
benches about  the  prospect  of 
heavy  job  losses  in  southern 
1 constituencies  as  water  and 
power  companies  consider 
mergers. 

Southern  Water  is  based  in 
Worthing  and  covers  Hamp- 
shire, Sussex,  Kent  and  the 
Isle  of  Wight  Other  water 
firms  touted  as  possible  bid 
targets  included  Thames 
Water  and  Bristol-based  Wes- 
sex Water,  which  serves  Som- 
erset and  Dorset 
The  Government  was 
forced  to  block  takeovers  of 
two  regional  electricity  com- 
panies by  generators  National 
Power  and  PowerGen 


There  are  some 
management, 
teams  keen  to  get 
ft  done  before 
Tony  Blair  stops  ft* 

recently  after  Mr  Redwood 
and  the  tenner  Chancellor 
Norman  Lament  warned  the 
bids  would  produce  powerful 
monopolies. 

Scottish  Power's  bid  for 
Southern  Water  would  create 
a group  which  offered  elec- 
tricity, gas,  water  and  tele- 
phone services  from  one  point 
of  service. 

Its  success  is  being  watched 
closely  by  the  rival  genera- 
tors National  Power  and 
PowerGen. 

Ian  Robinson,  Scottish  Pow- 
er's chief  executive,  defended  , 


| the  takeover.  There  would  be 
no  compulsory  job  cuts,  and  I 
the  merger  would  lead  to  en-  j 
I hanced  competition  by  creat- 
ing a new  multi-utility  busi- 
. ness  to  take  on  the 
1 established  players  in  die 
south. 

The  company  is  offering 
975p  in  shares  and  dividends 
for  each  Southern  Water 
share.  There  is  a cash  alterna- 
tive of  935p  for  each  water 
company  share. 

Southern  Electric's  bid  will 
offer  even  more.  City  analysts 
predicted  that  a deal  between 
the  two  southern  companies 
would  spark  big  job  cuts  as 
costs  were  squeezed  to  justify 
the  takeover. 

John  Battle,  Labour's  ener- 
gy spokesman,  said  there  was 
“still  no  sign  of  a strategy 
from  the  Government,  when 
what  is  needed  is  a dear  lead 
to  ensure  that  the  consumer's 
interests  are  protected". 

The  Consumers’  Associa- 
tion said  regulators  must  de- 
fend the  public  from  the 
emergence  of  super-utilities. 
Colin  Meek,  a senior 
researcher,  said:  "Competi- 
tion would  be  severely 
restricted  if  two  or  three  com- 
panies dominated  the  water 
and  power  industries.” 

The -National  Consumer 
Council  said  the  money  spent 
on  takeovers  should  be  used 
to  cut  consumer  bills.  An 
MMC  investigation  should 
consider  whether  regulators 
had  enough  power  to  run  in- 
dustries dominated  by  a few 
large  groups. 

Notebook,  page  4 1;  Water 
conies  to  (he  bof!,  page  12 


If  you’re  50  or  oyer, 
save  with  Saga 
Home  Insurance 

You  will  know  how  expensive  home  insurance  can 
be  -particularly  if  your  insurance  company  is  also 
having  to  insure  younger,  less  careful  householders. 
Thankfully,  if  you're  aged  50  or  over  yon  can  benefit 
from  Saga  Home  Insurance  - a superior  household 
insurance  that's  only  available  to  mature,  responsible 
people  like  you. 

Saga  Home  Insurance  can  offer  you  genuine  savings 
over  other  policies,  while  giving  you  cover  that  fully 
protects  your  home  and  possessions.  So  if  your  home 
insurance  is  due  for  renewal  soon,  or  if  you  would 
simply  like  to  find  out  how  much  you  could  save 
with  Saga  Home  Insurance,  call  us  today  - free. 

The  Saga  Price  Promise 

If  you  find  another  comparable  policy  at  a lower 
price  within  2 months  of  taking  out  Saga  Home 
Insurance,  we’ll  refund  you  the  difference. 

' SAGA 

Services  Ltd 

Saga  Services  Ltd  would  like  to  send  you  information  about  services 
provided  by  other  Saga  companies  and  may  pass  details  to  these 
companies  to  enable  them  to  do  so. 


• Exclusively  for  people  aged  50  or 
over. 

• Cover  is  comprehensive  and  tow  cost 

• Free  Saga  Assist  service  - 
24  Hoar  Domestic  Helpline. 

24  Bout  Legal  Helpline. 

24  Hour  Glazing  Service. 

• Save  30%  off  World  Wide  flights. 

• Free  pen  with  your  quotation. 

Call  us  today! 

For  your  free  no  obligation  quote 
and  a free  Saga  pen,  simply  call  us 
on  the  number  below.  We  will  be 
pleased  to  answer  any  questions 
you  have  on  Saga  Home  Insurance.  r~ 

0800  414  525  ext. 3193 

Lines  open  Monday  to  Friday  9am  - 6pm, 

Saturdays  9am  - 1pm  j, 

: — — — r: — 1 : -jrr — 


Alternatively,  send  this  coupon  to  us  in  an  envelope  - you  do  not  need  a sump; 
Sag*  Seniors  Limned.  FREEPOST73J.  Middelburp  Square.  FoUesraoe.  Kent  CT20  IBR 
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Although  the  authors  of  The  Lonely  Planet  "survival  kit”  have 
heard  tell  of  “a  smorgasbord  off  dictators,  anti-government 
rebels,  guerrillas,  insurgents  and  assorted  malcontents”,  they 
see  no  reason  why  this  should  deter  visitors.  On  the  contrary: 
“it  offers  a glimpse  of  an  incredibly  Orwellian  society . . . The 
positives  of  travel  to  Myanmar  outweigh  the  negatives.” 


Mr/Mix/MUs  Initial;. 


Telephone  No: . 

Occupation: 

Policy 

Renewal  Dare: 


Surname: 


Date  of  birth: 


No.  of 
bedrooms: 


Catherine  Bennett,  page  9 


Type  of  Rrupeny: 

Detached  House:  Cl  Semi  - detached  House:  O 

Terraced  House:  d Detached  Bungalow:  0 

Semi  - detached  Bungalow:  O Flai/Maisoncne:  □ 

Other:  D Please  specify: 

Approximately  when  was  it  built  7 

Prr  JM0  D IW0-1W5  D I'Uh.iOTV  □ IWiD-Ficscni  □ 


Picnic  tick  i be  type  of  cover  for  which  you  would  like  a quotation: 
Home  Contents  Cover  □ 

BuilJitjpi  Cover  □ 
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Doncaster  head  teacher  Liz  Paver,  who  had  dental,  leg  and  arm  injuries  after  being  dragged  by  a car  driven  by  a pupil’s  angry  mother  photograph  ™ cuff 

Heads  urge  ‘sins  of  parents’  ban 


Anger  over  demands  to  exclude 
pupils  for  adults’  ‘school  rage’ 


Donald  MacLeod 
Education  Correspondent 


CHILDREN  should  be 
excluded  from  school 
if  their  parents 
threaten  and  abuse 
staff,  head  teachers  are  de- 
manding in  the  face  of  mount- 
ing assaults. 

Today  the  National  Associ- 
ation of  Head  Teachers'  con- 
ference will  hear  how  their 
vice-president,  Liz  Paver,  a 
Doncaster  head  teacher,  suf- 
fered dental,  leg  and  arm  inju- 
ries when  she  was  dragged 
along  the  ground  by  a car 
driven  by  an  angry  mother 
after  a confrontation. 

But  the  largest  parents’ 
organisation  reacted  angrily 
to  the  idea  of  “punishing  chil- 
dren for  the  sins  of  their 
parents”.  Margaret  Morris- 
sey, spokeswoman  for  the 
National  Confederation  of 
Parent  Teacher  Associations, 
told  teaching  unions  to  stop 
making  inflammatory 
speeches,  and  to  sit  down 
with  parents  and  social  ser- 
vices to  work  out  solutions. 

“We  have  coped  with  road 
rage,  now  let's  cope  with 
school  rage,”  she  said. 


Assaults  on  head  teachers 
by  parents  have  increased  by 
almost  50  per  cent  in  the  last 
: four  years,  according  to  the 
union,  which  recorded  16 
physical  assaults  on  its  mem- 
bers by  parents  in  the  last  12 
months,  as  opposed  to  nine  by 
pupils  and  two  by  other  mem- 
bers of  the  public.  Many  more 
incidents,  it  said,  involved 
verbal  threats  or  abuse. 

David  Hart  the  union's 
general  secretary,  said  physi- 
cal assaults  were  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg,  and  urged  members 
to  create  test  cases  to  clarity, 
the  law  and  the  attitude  of  ap- ' 
peals  panels.  “The  sad  fact  is 
that  an  increasing  number  of 
parents  appear  to  be  ready 
and  willing  to  use  violence, 
both  physical  and  verbal, 
towards  heads  and  deputy 
heads  of  schools,"  he  said. 

Schools  should  be  able  to 
exclude  a pupil  because  of  a 
parent's  violence.  ‘It  is  quite 
intolerable  that  schools 
should  be  required  to  educate 
a youngster  whose  parents  be- 
have in  such  an  outrageous 
manner."  said  Mr  Hart 

Head  teachers  are  increas- 
ingly in  the  firing  line  as 
teachers  demand  protection 
from  irate  parents  trying  to 


march  into  classrooms,  and 
some  heads  have  installed 
panic  buttons  in  their  offices. 

Teachers  of  three-  to  seven- 
years -olds  are  most  at  risk  of 
threats  and  attacks  from 
parents,  according  to  a sur- 
vey in  Manchester  by  the 
Association  of  Teachers  and 
Lecturers.  Brian  Waters,  the 

union’s  branch  secretary, 
said  parents  of  young  chil- 
dren were  waiting  at  the 
school  gates  and  might  storm 
in  to  confront  a teacher,  while 
with  secondary  pupils  there 
was  more  likely  to  be  a cool- 
ing-off period. 

He  said  one  in  five  of  the  I 
union's  members  taught  to  1 
schools  where  a parent  had 
been  banned  from  the  pre- 
mises by  the  local  authority. 
Assaults  by  parents  and  pu- 
pils on  teachers  were  seri- 
ously under-reported  because 
schools  were  reluctant  to 
damage  their  reputations,  so 
losing  pupils  and  funding. 

• The  number  of  head  teach- 
ers in  England  taking  ill- 
health  retirement  increased 
by  48  per  cent,  to  558,  in  the 
three  years  to  1995.  according 
to  government  figures,  and 
the  NAHT  said  its  helpline 
received  41  requests  for  coun- 
selling on  stress.  The  most 
frequent  causes  were  in- 
creased workload,  low  staff- 
ing levels,  managing  staff  and 
school  inspections. 


Rage  reports 


j ‘He  treated  me  like 
one  of  his  pupils. 

He  provoked  me 
and  I hit  him' 

LIZ  Paver,  head  of  Intake 
First  School.  Doncaster, 
suffered  dental  and  other 
injuries  after  being  dragged 
by  a car  driven  by  a mother 
after  an  argument. 

The  incident  arose  after  a 
child  was  hurt  in  a play- 
ground accident.  Mrs  Paver 
thought  the  matter  had  been 
cleared  up,  but  the  next  day 
the  mother  came  in  and  con- 
fronted the  older  child  in- 
volved In  the  accident. 

MI  had  to  tell  her  that  was 
not  appropriate  behav- 
iour/' Mrs  Paver  said,  “at 
which  point  she  became 
very  agitated.”  The  parent 
got  into  her  car  with  her 
daughter  and  prepared  to 
drive  off.  “I  was  worried 
that  she  wasn’t  in  a fit  state 
to  drive,  so  I put  my  band 
through  the  window  to 
calm  her.  At  that  stage  she 
drove  off,  and  1 was  . 
dragged  behind  her.  1 think 
shejustlostit.”  I 


Afterwards  the  mother 
had  been  contrite,  but  the 
incident  seemed  symptom- 
atic of  society,  said  Mrs 
Paver.  “It  is  like  road  rage 
— people  do  not  take  a step 
back  to  talk  things 
through,  but  attack  first.” 
Fellow  union  members 
said  after  hearing  Mrs  Pav- 
er's account  that  they  had 
been  threatened  but  were 
unwilling  to  Identify  them- 
selves or  their  schools.  One 
told  a primary  girl  to 
remove  a jewellery  chain, 
only  to  have  the  tether 
come  in  and  threaten  to 
strangle  her  with  it. 

The  deputy  head  of  a 
Manchester  primary  was 
recently  assaulted  by  an 
angry  mother.  DIa  Wil- 
liams told  magistrates  she 
hit  Peter  ‘Canning  on  the 
nose  during  an  argument  at 
St  Wilfred's  Primary, 
Hulme.  “He  treated  me  like 
(me  of  his  pupils.  He  pro- 
voked me  and  I hit  him.” 
Paul  Hutchings,  a Kent 
teacher  who  had  to  retire 
after  being  beaten  up  by  a 
pupil  and  his  tether,  won  j 
£116,000  damages  after  his  1 
case  was  taken  up  by  the 
Association  of  Teachers 
and  Lecturers.  He  had  tried 
to  protect  a woman  col- 
league In  the  staff  room  of 
Oldbo rough  Manor  School, 
Loose,  near  Maidstone. 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  May  29  1996 

PM  slams  ethnic 
mix  in  Commons 

Major  wants  Asian  and  West  Indian  candidates.  Andrew  Culf  reports 


JOHN  Major  has  criti- 
cised 1 he  ethnic  com- 
position of  the  Com- 
mons in  a television 
interview  to  be  . broadcast 
tonight. 

The  Prime  Minister  said 
Parliament  did  not  reflect  the 
ethnic  and  gender  mix  erf  the 
country  and  he  would  be  de- 
lighted to  have  more  Aslans 
standing  for  the  Conserva- 
tives. But  it  was  a matter  for 

local  constituency  parties  and 
Central  Office  could  not 
intervene. 

Speaking  on  BBC2's  Asian 
magazine  programme,  East 
Mr  Major  said:  “The  present 
mix  of  the  House  of  Commons 
does  not  remotely  reflect  the 
mix  of  the  country  as  a whole, 
either  in  terms  of  Aslan  can- 
didates, West  Indian  candi- 
dates, or  indeed  the  male  and 
female  balance  of  the 
population.” 

Drawing  on  experiences  of 
living  with  ethnic  groups  dur- 
ing his  upbringing  in  Brixton, 
south  London,  he  described 
himself  as  “colour-blind”  and 
rejected  suggestions  that  the 
Euro-sceptical  wing  of  the 
party  had  racist  tendencies. 
Tbe  interviewer,  Martin 

Bashir,  also  questioned  tbe 
Labour  and  Liberal  Democrat 
leaders,  Tony  Blair  and  i 
Paddy  Ashdown. - 
Mr  Ashdown,  who  was 
asked  why  there  were  only 
three  Asian  MPs  at  Westmin- 
ster. said:  “Because  the  House 
of  Commons  is  a club  for 
white  middle-class  males,  and 
that  means  others  are  ex- 
cluded from  it 
“It  is  described  as  the  best 
gentlemen’s  club  in  London. 
That  is  something  I want  to 
break.  I hate  the  pomposity, 
the  self-satisfaction  of  this 
place." 

The  first-past-the-post  elec- 
toral system  excluded  minor- 
ities, but  he  admitted  he  was 
to  blame  for  failing  to  be 
aware  erf  racial  tension  in  his 
constituency  of  Yeovil. 
Somerset 

Mr  Blair  said:  “There  aren’t 
any  problems  with  the  pro- 
cess of  selection  in  tee  sense 
that  the  party  or  tee  party 
hierachy  is  trying  to  prevent 
Asian  people  coining  through 
the  selection  process. 

“We  are  committed  to  It 
and  are  keen  to  make  it  poss- 
ible for  more  Asian  people  to 
come  through  and  represent 
consituencies,  particularly 
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. . . where  there’s  a very  high 
Asian  population.”  - 

Labour  is  facing  a legal 
challenge  in  Manchester  from 
two  Asian  party  members 
over  selection  of  parliamen- 
tary candidates. 

The  three  Asian  MPs  in  tee 
Commons  are  the  Tory.  Nir- 
anjan  Deva  (Brentford),  and 
Labour's  Keith  Vaz  (Leicester 
East)  and  Piara  Khabra  ( Ea- 
ling Southall). 


‘Tbe  present  mix  of  the 
Ho  use  of  Comments  does 
not  remotely  reflect  the 
mix  of  the [ Country  as  a 
whole,  either  interns  of 
Asian  candidates,  West 
Indian  candidates,  or 
Indeed  the  male  and. 
female  balance  of  the 
population* 

— John  Major 


The  House  of  Commons 

Is  a dub  for  white 
middle-class  males,  aid 
. thatmeane  others  are 
excluded  from  it  K is 
described  as  ftie  best 
gentlemen’s  dub  In 
London.  I hate  the 
pomposity,  the  self- 
satisfaction  of  this 
dace*. 

— Paddy  Ashdown 

There  aren't  any 
problems  with  the 
process  of  selection  in 
the  sense  that  the  party 
or  the  party  hierachy  Is 
trying  to  prevent  Asian 
people  coming  through 
the  selection  process. 

We  are  keen  for  more 
Asian  people  to  come 
through1 

— Tony  Blair 

There  sure  no  Macks  or  - 
Asians  in  New  Labour’s  ' 
inner  circle.  Mr  Blair  has 
to  take  a much  more 
positive  approach.  To 
get  more  Mack  MPs  we 
need  more  commitment 
from  the  leadership’ 

— Diane  Abbott 


Diane  Abbott  Labour  MP 
for  Hackney  North,  one  of  the 
small  number  of  black  MPs. 
accused  Labour  under  Tony 
Blair  of  sidelining  the  issue  of 
racial  equality. 

“There  are  no  blacks  or 
Asians  in  new  Labour’s  inner 
circle.  Mr  Blair  has  to  take  a 
much  more  positive  ap- 
proach. To  get  more  black 
MPs  we  need  more  commit- 
ment from  the  leadership.” 


Man  tapped  on  LabOUr  limits 

palace  window  ■■■■■■•« 

iSMa  accord  on  beef 

POLICE  yesterday  insisted  I would  have  to  consult 

that  a man  who  tapped  on  _ Wlntour,  Chief  “to  demonstrate  it  is 


Tories  launch  plan  to  end  yob  culture’ 


Alan  Travis  on  how  both  parties  are  taking 
leaf  out  of  the  NYPD’s  ‘zero  tolerance1  book 


THE  political  auction 
over  law  and  order  took 
a new  twist  yesterday 
when  Home  Office  ministers 
floated  plans  to  deal  with 
“yob  culture”  which  bore  a 
remarkable  resemblance  to 
Jack  Straw’s  blueprint  for 
dealing  with  aggressive  beg- 
gars and  squeegee  merchants. 

Both  parties’  schemes  bor- 
row heavily  from  the  “broken 
windows”  crime-fighting 
strategy  adopted  by  New 
York,  which  argues  that  to 
deal  with  real  crime  you  must 


first  tackle  those  who  indulge 
in  petty  lawlessness,  such  as 
breaking  windows,  before 
they  turn  to  more  serious 
crime. 

Mayor  Rudolph  Guiliani 
claimed  recently  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  police  In  their 
crackdown  on  begging,  public 
drinking  and  other  offences, 
alongside  a 15  per  cent  fall  in 
the  crime  rate,  had  turned 
New  York  into  the  safest  large 
city  in  America.  The  murder 
rate  is  at  a 25-year  low,  with 
1.182  killings  last  year. 


Mr  Straw,  the  shadow  home 
secretary,  was  impressed 
when  he  visited  last  summer, 
and  the  Home  Secretary, 
Michael  Howard,  followed  to 
tee  new  year,  taking  a team 
from  the  Police  Inspectorate 
with  him  to  assess  how  it  was  i 
done. 

Mr  Howard  appears  to  have 
been  impressed  by  the  new 
generation  of  New  York 
Police  Department  command- 
ers who  engage  in  a “zero  tol- 
erance" strategy  in  which 
they  clamp  down  on  prostitu- 
tion in  public  places,  itiner- 
ant windscreen  washers,  pub- 
lic drunkenness,  and  loud 
music  in  cars.  There  is  partic- 
ular ministerial  interest  in  a 


new  system  adopted  in  the 
police  department  under 
which  commanders  have  to 
account  for  their  crime-fight- 
ing performance  at  monthly 
meetings  with  their 
superiors. 

The  Home  Office  said  yes- ! 
terday  ministers  were  study- 1 
tog  similar  proposals  for  Brit- 
ain, aimed  at  ending  anti- 
social behaviour  which  falls 
short  of  criminality  but  af- 
fects tee  quality  of  life  in  a 
neighbourhood  and  can  be 
dealt  with  by  local  authori- 
ties. schools  and  others. 

Among  the  areas  affected 
could  be  drinking  in  public, 
graffiti  and  vandalism,  anti- 
social driving,  begging  and 


rough  sleeping,  and  even 
swearing  to  public. 

Mr  Straw  was  not  im- 
pressed: “It  is  quite  remark- 
able that  it  has  taken  this  gov- 
ernment 17  years  to  wake  up 
to  the  connection  between 
‘quality  of  life’  incidents  and 
big-scale  crime,”  he  said. 
"Labour  has  long  understood 
that  anti-social  behaviour, 
whether  in  town  centres  or 
neighbourhoods,  ruins  many 
people’s  lives  and  heightens 
their  fear  of  crime  and 
lawlessness." 

Mr  Straw  said  each  time  he 
had  proposed  similar  mea- 
sures to  deal  with  public  dis- 
order. the  Home  Secretary 
had  sought  to  rubbish  them. 


1 that  a man  who  tapped  on 
the  windows  of  Kensington 
Palace  to  the  middle  of  the 
night  demanding  to  see  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  had  not 
breached  palace  security. 

Liam  Whitney,  aged  36, 
from  Tullaghmore,  Co  Offaly, 
climbed  fences  to  enter  the 
Orangery  gardens  alongside 
the  princess's  London  home 
and  get  within  80  yards  of  her 
bedroom. 

He  was  clasping  a book 
about  her  when  he  was 
arrested. 

The  princess  was  at  Ken- 
sington Palace  during  the  in- 
cident but  was  not  disturbed. 
A Scotland  Yard  spokesman 
said:  "There  was  no  breach  of 
the  palace  secure  area.” 

Whitney,  a clerical  officer, 
gave  no  explanation  when  he 
appeared  at  Horseferry  Road 
magistrates'  court,  London, 
on  Monday-.  The  court  heard 
he  told  police  he  wanted  to 
see  tee  princess. 

He  pleaded  guilty  to  breach- 
ing the  Royal  and  Other  Parks 
and  Gardens  Regulations  1977 
by  being  in  Kensington  Gar- 
dens when  they  were  closed, 
and  was  bound  over  to  the 
sura  erf  £100  for  a year. 


Patrick  Wlntour,  Chief 
Political  Correspondent 

THE  shadow  foreign  sec- 
retary, Robin  Cook,  yes- 
terday set  limits  on 
Labour’s  support  for  non  co- 
operation with  Europe  over 
tee  beef  ban.  insisting  that 
some  European  Union  direc- 
tives should  not  be  vetoed  and 
demanding  that  the  Govern- 
ment consult  fully  with  the 
opposition. 

He  also  warned  ministers 
they  could  incite  violence  at 
next  month's  European  Foot- 
ball Championships  in  Eng- 
land if  they  indulge  in  jingois- 
tic language. 

Mr  Cook's  remarks  at  a 
Westminster  press  conference 
did  not  amount  to  a with- 
drawal of  co-operation,  but 
differed  in  tone  from  those 
made  by  the  Labour  leader, 
Tony  Blair,  last  week  in 
Rome,  when  he  appeared  to 
offer  unconditional  support 
— at  least  until  the  European 
summit  in  Florence  on  June 
31. 

Mr  Cook  said  Labour  sup- 
port was  conditional  on  three 
factors. 

First,  the  Government 


would  have  to  consult  Labour 
“to  .demonstrate  it  is  pursu- 
ing confontation  in  Europe  to 
further  the  national  interest, 
not  to  promote  the  party  polit- 
ical interest".  The  Foreign 
Secretary.  Malcolm  Rifkind, 
will  send  a written  reply  to 
Mr  Cook  today,  hut 
apparently  he  is  willing  to  in- 
form Labour  of  the  details  of 
the  policy,  but  not  consult 
with  Labour  on  its  wisdom. 

Second,  Mr  Cook  said  the 
Government  must  minimise 
the  damage  to  British  inter- 
ests to  the  course  of  disrupt- 
ing business  in  Brussels.  He 
ealled  on  the  Government 
first  to  consult  the  CBI,  and 
criticised  it  for  blocking  a di- 
rective on  Third  World  aid. 
He  said:  ‘‘I  am  deeply  con- 
cerned about  the  measures 
Britain  vetoed  today.  We  need 
to  ftod  a strategy  that  in- 
creases our  leverage  by  mak- 
ing an  impact  on  European 
countries,  and  not  a strategy 
that  hurts  innocent  countries 
to  the  Third  World.” 

Third.  Mr  Cook  demanded 
that  ministers  do  not  resort  to 
the  language  of  “xenophobia 
or  jingoism",  saying  such  tac- 
tics were  liable  to  infiamo 
tensions. 
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Anger  over 
baby  milk 
‘cover-up’ 


CbHsMBtm 

MwOealCsnwpwMtort 


Doctors,  nurses 

and  maternity 
groups  yesterday 
accused  the  Govern- 
ment of  leaving  health  profes- 
sionals and  parents  in  the 
dark  about  the  risk  from 
chemicals  in  powdered  milk, 
as  mothers  jammed  helplines 
seeking  information. 

Nine  brands  of  infant  feed 
tested  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture Fisheries  and  Food 
were  found  to  contain  chemi- 
cals. called  phthalates,  which 
in  animal  tests  have  been 
found  to  reduce  fertility. 

However,  it  is  likely  all 
such  products  contain  the 
chemicals,  not  just  the  brands 
tested,  manufacturers  say. 

Phthalates  are  widely  used 
in  plastics  for  packaging,  and 
can  be  found  in  milk  and 
cheese.  It  is  likely  they  are 
also  present  in  breastmilk. 
However,  the  levels  found  m 
infant  feed  were  well  below 
safety  levels  set  by  the  Euro- 


‘ft  is  time  for 
government 
ministers  to  end 
their  evasiveness 
and  complacency* 


pean  Union's  scientific  com- 
mittee for  food. 

Manufacturers  yesterday 
insisted  the  products  were 
safe,  but  said  they  would  try 
to  identify  the  source  of  the 
phthalates  and  reduce  levels 
where  possible. 

The  ministry  said  there  was 
no  point  in  naming  the  nine 
brands  as  they  were  safe.  The 
Department  of  Health  said 
there  was  no  risk  to  babies. 

But  health  and  maternity 
groups  said  they  had  been  left 
without  information  to  give 
worried  parents. 

Sandra  Rote,  community 
health  adviser  to  the  Royal 
College  of  Nursing,  said: 
“Nurses  are  desperate  for  ad- 
vice on  the  current  scare  . . . 
and  feel  seriously  let  down  by 
the  lack  of  information. " 

- John  Chisholm,  deputy 
chairman  cf  the  family  doctor 
committee  of  the  British  Med- 
ical Association,  said  that  as 
with  the  recent  contraceptive 
pill  scare.  GPs  were  unable  to 
give  patients  reassurance  as 
they  had  been  told  nothing  by 
the  Department  of  Health.  He 


added:  “We  should  be  sent  the 
lab  evidence  so  we  can  see  if 
the  bland  reassurances  given 
by  ministers  are  correct.  If 
there  are  risks,  we  need  to 
know  the  brands  involved.*1 

Mary  Newbum.  head  of  pol- 
icy research  at  the  National 
Childbirth  Trust,  said  Its  400 
branches  had  been  swamped 
by  calls  from  parents.  "We 
want  the  Government  to  say 
what  information  it  lias  about 
these  brands." 

Christine  Gowdridge.  direc- 
tor of  the  Maternity  Alliance, 
a pressure  croup  which  cam- 
paigns for  the  rights  or  preg- 
nant mothers  and  new 
parents,  called  on  the  Govern- 
ment to  supply  phthalate-free 
milk  to  baby  clinics  and  pub- 
lish the  names  of  affected 
brands  once  alternative  sup- 
plies of  safe  milk  had  been  es- 
tablished. 

“There  is  a cover-up  and  we 
need  to  have  our  minds  put  at 
rest."  she  said. 

Harriet  Harman.  Labour's 
health  spokesman,  said:  “It  is 
time  for  Government  minis- 
ters to  end  their  evasiveness 
and  complacency.  They  must 
publish  all  appropriate  infor- 
mation. Most  people  will  be 
bewildered  by  the  Govern- 
ment's disregard  far  public  con- 
cern and  the  sheer  ineptitude  of 
its  handling  of  the  issue.” 

The  baby  milk  industry  Is 
worth  £168  million  a year, 
with  around  20  main  brands. 
The  big  manufacturers  in 
Britain  are  Cow  and  Gate  Nu- 
tricia.  Farleys  (owned  by 
Heinz),  SMA  Nutrition.  Milupn 
and  Boots.  Some  supermarkets 
make  their  own  brands.  Al- 
though Nestle  is  one  of  the 
world’s  biggest  manufactur- 
ers. it  does  not  sell  its  baby 
milk  products  here. 

About  750.000  babies  are 
born  each  year  is  Britain, 
and  although  63  per  cent  of 
mothers  begin  by  breast  feed- 
ing, after  six  weeks  only  39 
per  cent  are  doing  so. 

A spokeswoman  for  SMA 
Nutrition  said:  "Of  course  all 
the  brands  are  involved.  We 
have  never  denied  that . . . but 
There  is  absolutely  no  cause 
for  concern.” 

A Heinz  spokesman,  who 
referred  to  “alarmist”  media 
coverage  of  minute  amounts 
of  phthalates  in  infant  formu- 
las; added:  "Farley's  Intent 
Milks  are  completely  safe  and 
mothers  can  have  complete 
confidence  In  them.” 

A Ministry  of  Agriculture 
spokesman  said  it  had  no 
plans  to  publish  further  infor- 
mation. adding:  “There  Is  no 
public  health  risk  and  no 
cause  for  concern." 


German  shot  dead  by  robbers 


A GERMAN  tourist  was 
shot  dead  when  robbers 
burst  into  a hotel  in 
Bedford  yesterday. . 

Johaoa  Czardebon.  aged  56, 
was  with  her  husband,  Fritz, 
and  other  visitors  from 
Bavaria  in  the  bar  of  the 
County  Hotel  when  two  men 
in  balaclavas  and  armed  with 
sawn-ofT shotguns  entered  the 
reception  just  after  midnight 
After  bolding  up  the  man- 
ager and  trying  to  break  Into 
the  ^hotel's  safe,  the  men 
entered  the  bar. 

Seconds  later  one  of  the 
shotguns  went  off.  Mrs  Czar- 
debon was  hit  in  the  head  and 
died  almost  immediately-  The 


men,  in  their  late  twenties, 
ran  off. 

One  tourist,  Herman  Otto, 
was  struck  by  one  of  the  gun- 
men seconds  before  the  shot 
was  fired. 

He  said:  "A  man  with  a 
mask  came  aver  and  shoved 
the  barrel  of  a gun  in  my 
tummy.  1 was  in  terrible  pain. 
My  wife  was  behind  me  and 
another  woman  was  sitting 
behind  her.  Suddenly  she  was 
dead  in  her  armchair,  cov- 
ered in  blood.  It  was  horrible, 
a complete  shock.” 

Superintendent  Dick  Read 
said  the  witnesses  had  been 
interviewed  through  inter- 
preters, but  were  unclear 


whether  the  gun  was  fired  or 
went  off  accidentally.  He 
added  that  Mrs  Czardebon's 
husband  was  distraught,  as 
were  the  rest  of  the  party  of  50 
from  Bamberg,  Bedford's 
twin  town  in  Bavaria.  “The 
party  can't  believe  it.  In  some 
ways  their  lives  have  been 
totally  destroyed.” 

The  party,  which  included 
the  mayor  of  Bamberg  and  his 
wife,  had  arrived  on  Friday 
by  coach  for  Bedford's  bien- 
nial river  festival. 

A council  spokeswoman 
said:  “Everyone  here  is  dis- 
tressed. The  visitors  had  just 
enjoyed  the  farewell  dinner 
and  our  representatives  had 


just  left  when  it  happened.” 

A spokeswoman  for  the 
mayor  sakl:  “We  are  still  too 
shocked  to  comprehend  what 
has  happened.  Nobody  would 
ever  expect  anything  as  hor- 
rific as  this  to  happen  in 
small  communities  like  ours. 

“It  is  honestly  too  soon  to 
tell  whether  this  incident  will 
have  any  effect  on  our 
relationship,  but  it  would  be 
wrong  to  blame  a whole  town 
for  this.” 

The  party  was  allowed  to 
leave  yesterday  for  home. 
Mrs  Czardebon  had  a 33-year- 
old  daughter  and  three  grand- 
children. They  were  not  with 
the  party. 


BRITAIN  5 

News  in  brief 

Depeche  Mode 

singer  arrested 


DAVID  Gabon,  lea d singer  cf  Depeche  Mode,  was  under  arrest 
lost  night  m California  after  taking  a drug  overdose.  Bail  for 
Gahan,  aged  34.  has  been  set  at  $10,0001  £6,600).  a detective  said 
at  West  Hollywood  police  station,  where  he  is  being  held  for 
investigation  of  cocaine  possession  and  being  under  die  influ- 
ence of  heroin. 

Police  and  paramedics  were  called  to  the  Sunset  Marquis 
hotel  in  Hollywood,  popular  with  musicians,  and  found  Gahan 
unconscious  on  the  floor  of  a hotel  room  at  1:15  am.  The  people 
with  him,  who  summoned  help,  said  he  passed  out  10  minutes 
after  injecting  a “speedbaH” — a mixture  of  cocaine  and  heroin. 
*nje  singer  was  taken  to  the  nearby  Cedars-Sinai  Medical 
Center  and  treated  for  an  overdose.  Later  he  was  taken  to  the 
police  station  and  booked. 

Gahan.  who  lives  In  the  Los  Angeles  area,  was  in  hospital  in 
August  1995 after  slashing  his  wrist  in  a suicide  attempt.  The 
British  band  is  known  for  such  hits  as  Just  Can't  Get  Enough 
and  Personal  Jesus. 


Benefits  help  for  carers 

A CAMPAIGN  to  help  carers  starts  today  with  the  launch  rfa  free 
phone  helpline  offering  advice  aimed  at  the  thousands  who  foil  to 
claim  state  benefits  Estimates  suggest  that  some 50,000  carers 
could  be  eligible  for  the  main  benefit  — Invalid  Care  Allowance  of 
£36.69  per  week — but  are  not  currently  claiming  their  entitle- 
ment. 

Those  carers  on  Income  Support  may  be  eligible  for  a "carers’ 
premium"  of  £13  a week,  and  others  could  qualify  for  reductions 
in  their  council  t3X  bills.  The  campaign  is  a partnership  between 
the  Family  Welfare  Association,  Carers  National  Association 
(CNA).  Scope  (formerly  the  Spastirs  Society),  and  British  Gas, 
which  is  providing  the  funding.  “Many  carers  see  what  they  do  as 
a labour  of  love  or  as  a family  responsibility,  mostly  because  they 
are  caring  for  a loved  one.  and  for  that  reason  do  not  seek  out  the 
help  that  is  widely  available  to  them,”  said  Jill  Pitkeathley,  CNA 
chief  executive.  — JUlPapworth 


French  teenager  found 

FRENCH  teenager  Fanny  Paltor  was  due  to  fly  home  to  France 
last  night  after  going  missing  for  four  days.  Earlier,  Smith  Wales 
detectives  travelled  to  interview  the  17- year-old  student  who 
turned  up  at  a police  station  in  Islington,  north  London,  after 
phoning  hear  worried  father.  She  had  disappeared  in  Cardiff, 
where  she  was  working  as  a waitress,  early  mi  Saturday  after 
leaving  a nightclub. 

Miss  Pallor’s  parents  weredue  to  arrive  in  London  last  night 
from  Beaulieu-sur-Socnettes,  south-west  France,  to  collect  their 
daughter.  Earlier  the  student  was  reported  to  have  told  ter  fetber 
she  had  been  assaulted.  Police  said  they  would  be  continuing 
inquiries  in  the  South  Wales  area. 


Shand  Kydd  must  face  court 

FRANCES  ShandKydd,  mother  of  the  Princess  cf  Wales,  was 
yesterday  ordered  to  appear  in  court  on  August  6 to  answer  drink- 
drive  charges. 

The  order  was  made  when  Mrs  Shand  Kydd  pleaded  not  guilty 
by  letter  to  Oban  sheriff  court  to  charges  of  driving  in  the  town 
with  more  than  2 vi  times  the  permitted  level  of  alcohol,  and 
refusing  to  give  police  a breath  test  on  April  5. 

Mrs  Shand  Kydd  commutes  between  her  two  isolated  homes, 
chi  Seil  Island,  about  18  miles  from  Oban,  Strathclyde,  and  Falk- 
land in  Rfe. 


Dambusters’  file  stays  in  UK 

AN  ARCHIVE  from  tbe  RAF  Dambusters'  squadron,  including 
the  original  battle  order  far  the  celebrated  ra  id  on  Germany,  was 
auctioned  by  Bonhams  to  an  un-named  British  public  institution 
fbr  £8,32>  yesterday. 

The  50-page  collection  was  put  together  by  Harry  Humphries, 
aged  80,  who  was  adjutant  cf  617  squadron  from  its  inception  In 
1943 to  1945.  It  includes  passport-steed  photographs  of  the  Lancas- 
ter pilots  killed  in  the  low- Level  "bouncing  bomb”  raids  on  Ger- 
man  dams  in  May  1943. 
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RAC 


From  just  £36  for  o foil  12  months'  cover,  no  one 
offers  you  more  security  on  the  rood  than  the  RAC: 

■ RAC  Rescue  covers  you,  not  your  car.  So  now 
you  can  call  on  us  whenever  you  need  fast 
roadside  assistance,  even  when  you're  simply 
o passenger  in  someone  ebe's  car. 

■ Roadside  Rescue.  In  more  than  8 out  of  10 
cases,  our  patrols  can  fix  cars  on  the  spot. 
Otherwise,  they'll  tow  you  to  a nearby  garage, 
free  of  charge. 

■ Accident  Service.  A replacement  car,  free  legal 
advice,  plus  we'll  deal  with  your  insurers. 
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PHONE  FREE  TODAY  ON 

0800  029  029 

OR  INTERNET 
htfp://  www.rac.co.uk/ 


Send  to:  RAC  Rescue,  FREEPOST 
Bristol  B538  7A(J.  [No  imp  nufcd.) 

Casts  £36  1 TW  par  hr  C m«sw  Cnda  Cod  Mbuto 
* DM  0*1  Coh  ■mlaert  pb  b Cfl  on)  imol  ante  to  put  fco 
r"r  mtntmrMp  erty  M fnaa  nUi  an  amino*  be.  Ifcaa*  Ins  span 
Maxtor  - Wdo>  Son  - Bpm.  Saturday  9e«  - 5pm,  Sunfar  lOan  - Mm 
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■ Theft  and  Vandalism  Cover.  If  your  car's  stolen 
or  ain't  be  driven  because  of  vandalism,  we')) 
remove  it  to  a nearby  garage  or  secure  area. 

■ Battery  Assist.  A new  battery  on  the  spot. 

Whatever  service  you  use,  callouts  and  our  labour 
are  free  - you  only  pay  for  ports. 

You  can  also  tailor  your  cover  to  meet  your  needs, 
with  the  option  to  take  out  joint  ond  Family  Cover  or 
odd  our  ‘At  Home'  service. 

Don't  wait  until  you  break  down.  Find  out  how  to  join 
the  RAC  today. 


YES  - 1 want  Id  jom  the  RAC. 

Please  tefi  me  hew  I can  join  from  just  £36* 

Mr/Mn/Mbs/Ml 
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Helena  Smith  in  Tirana 


RIOT  police  wield- 
ing clubs  ended 
Albania’s  lingering 
hopes  of  a free  and 
fair  election  yester- 
day as  thousands  of  opposition 
party  supporters,  protesting  at 
alleged  ballot-rigging,  at- 
tempted to  demonstrate  in  the 
capital’s  central  square. 

In  scenes  reminiscent  of  the 
violence  that  precipitated  the 
collapse  of  communism  six 
years  ago,  police  rounded  on 
the  protesters  while  the  air 
resounded  with  anti-govern- 
ment slogans  and  .interna- 
tional observers  looked  on. 


Many  opposition  activists 
were  beaten.  More  than  300 
people  — including  several 
prominent  Socialist  Party  fig- 
ures — were  arrested  in  the 
ntelee,  although  most  of  the 
leaders  were  later  released. 

“What  we  saw  today  was 
absolutely  disgraceful,"  said 
Paul  Keetch,  a member  of  the 
British  team  brought  In  to 
monitor  the  Balkan  state's 
third  multi-party  poll.  “It  has 
reconfirmed  my  belief  that 
there  are  no  limits  at  which  , 
the  Democrats  [the  ruling , 
party]  will  stop  In  order  to 
retain  power." 

Last  night,  representatives 
from  the  eight  parties  which 
boycotted  the  polls  when 


voting  took  place  on  Sunday, 
said  many  people  had  been 
detained  in  police  cells  and 
were  being  ’’mdiscrlimnately 
tortured”. 

At  a hastily-convened  press 
conference,  an  array  of  blood- 
spattered  opposition  MPs  dis- 
played the  scars  and  injuries 
they  had  sustained  after 
being  taken  to  police  stations 
In  the  tense  capital. 

“In  the  same  square  six 
years  ago  the  police  beat  us 
up  because  we  were  allegedly 
spoiling  Albania's  future  by 
wanting  an  end  to  the  Stalin- 
ist regime,1’  said  Blend i 
Gonxhja,  one  of  the  student 
activists  who  helped  form  the 
Democratic  party  which 


toppled  the  old  order  in  1992. 
"Now  they  are  beating  us  up 
because  we  supposedly  want 
to  bring  back  the  very  dicta- 
torship we,  ourselves,  helped 
destroy.  He  [President  Sali 
Berlsha]  has  not  won  a vic- 
tory, he  has  stolen  the  votes 
of  Albanians  and  set  up  an- 
other dictatorship." 

Although  the  monitoring 
team  yesterday  held  back 
from  releasing  its  detailed 
report  on  the  election,  offi- 
cials from  Britain,  Germany 
and  Norway  Issued  a ringing 
denunciation  of  the  way  the 
ballot  was  conducted. 

At  polling  booths  across 
Europe's  poorest  country,  toe 
observers  said  they  had  seen 


opposition  voters  being  in- 
timidated by  armed  members 
erf  the  security  forces  working 
on  toe  orders  of  the  Demo- 
crats. Invalidated  votes  had 
been  thrown  “by  the  bundle” 
into  ballot  boxes. 

“It  Is  our  conclusion  that 
the  will  of  the  Albanian 
people  was  not  expressed  In  a 
free  manner  In  toe  elections,” 
they  declared. 

Because  of  the  abuses,  the 
monitors  agreed  there  was  lit- 
tle point  in  remaining  in  the 
country  to  oversee  balloting 
in  toe  few  constituencies  that 
have  yet  to  produce  a candi- 
date. Under.  Albanian  law  a 
second  round  should,  in 
theory,  be  held  this  Sunday. 


Boris  Yeltsin  can  count  on  his  rightwing  man 


Victoria  Clark  in  Moscow  spoke  to  the  reclusive 
man  behind  Russia’s  largest  neo-Nazi  group 


■ AfITH  warnings  of  civil 
^J^Awar  ahead  of  June's 
W W presidential  election 
rife  in  the  capital,  Russia's 
largest  neo-Nazi  group  is 
throwing  its  weight  behind 
President  Yeltsin. 

"We  are  categorically 
against  the  Communists  and 
will  provide  any  help  we  can 
to  Yeltsin  to  stop  them  com- 
ing.’’ said  Alexander  Barka- 
shov, toe  reclusive  command- 
er of  the  Russian  National 
Unity  Party  (RNE),  which 
claims  around  25.000  mem- 
bers of  pure  Russian  stock 
and  trained  in  combat. . 

Mr  Barkashov,  an  electri- 
cian by  trade  and  a karate  ex- 
pert, granted  the  Guardian  an 
interview  at  bis  party  head- 
quarters — a cabin  Labelled 
Park  Directorate  in  east  Mos- 
cow’s Ter  lets  ky  Park. 

Surrounded  by  a fence,  the 
cabin  is  guarded  by  young 
blackshirts  hired  by  the  dis- 
trict authority  to  provide  se- 
curity for  paddling  toddlers ' 
and  grannies  on  benches.  | 
Sporting  swastika  armbands,  i 


they  hail  Mr  Barkashov  with 
Nazi-like  salutes. 

“We  are  keeping  law  and 
order  in  accordance  with  toe 
law  — the  arrangement  is  mu- 
tually beneficial,”  says  Mr 
Barkshov,  adding  that  be  has 
struck  toe  same  sort  of  deal 
elsewhere  in  Russia.  The 
RNE,  or  Barkashovtst,  as  its 
adherents  are  better  known, 
have  branches  in  fourteen 
Russian  regions  and  autono- 
mous republics. 

Mr  Barkashov  has  changed  , 
his  tune  since  October  1993 
when  he  and  hundreds  of  his 
battle- ready  cohorts  spear-  j 
headed  the  violent  resistance 
to  Yeltsin’s  dissolution  of  the 
Supreme  Soviet  He  was  jailed 
but  amnestied  in  February 
1994. 

The  signs  are  that  his  boast 
of  now  enjoying  support 
among  top  security,  defence, 
and  police  officials  is  not  en- 
tirely idle.  He  has  escaped 
further  prosecution  despite 
toe  fact  that  toe  party's  news- 
paper. Russian  Order,  openly 
calls  for  Jews  and  Gypsies  to 


be  “fully  eradicated  at  toe 
earliest  possible  time”  and  de- 
scribes democracy  as  an  In- 
vention "by  Zionists  and 
Freemasons  for  the  demoral- 
isation of  toe  nation  and  the 
seizure  of  world  supremacy”. 

In  his  book.  Era  of  Russia. 
Mr  Barkashov  set  his  move- 
ment in  historical  context. 
"The  reaction  to  national  hu- 
miliation took  place  in  Italy 
in  1922,  in  Germany  In  1933, 
in  Spain  in  1936.  and  now  it  is 
taking  place  in  Russia  and  the 
enemies  of  the  Russian  people 
are  afraid  of  this  reaction,” 
be  wrote. 

His  promise  to  help  in  any 
way  to  keep  President  Yeltsin 
in  power  is  ominous  — his 
followers  have  easy  access  to 
weapons,  If  only  because  most 
work  as  security  guards. 

Barkashov's  quarrel  with 
toe  Communist  Party  leader, 
Gennady  Zyuganov,  is  about 
his  nationalism  which.  Mr 
Barkashov  claims,  is  directly 
filched  from  his  own  writings 
and  used  as  a cover  for  die- 
hard communism.  Mr  Barka- 


shov’s and  Mr  Zyuganov’s 
scrlbbllngs  certainly  bear 
more  than  a passing  resem- 
blance to  each  other;  Russia’s 
special  mission  in  the  world, 
the  evils  of  Western  civilisa- 
tion and  anti-semitism  are 
common  strands. 

But  Mr  Yeltsin's  continued 
occupancy  of  the  Kremlin 
would  suit  Mr  Barkashov  for 
now.  “It’s  more  expedient  to 
keep  him  there  than  to  stir 
political  passions,”  he  said. 
“We  need  more  time  before  a 
truly  national-patriotic  bloc 
can  take  over." 

However.  Viktor  Da- 
shevsky,  a mainstay  of  Rus- 
sia’s small  anti-fascist  move- 
ment, explains  that  Mr 
Barkashov  would  not  be 
overly  upset  by  a Communist 
victory  because  he  “is  quite 
convinced  that  a Zyuganov 
presidency  will  pave  the  way 
for  him,  that  forces  like  his 
will  have  their  turn  next”. 

Mr  Barkashov  uses  his 
park  HQ  as  a recruitment 
centre.  “Every  Saturday  25  to 
50  Dew  people  come  here.  We 
put  them  under  quarantine 
for  a month  for  political  in- 
doctrination.” he  said. 

Sitting  at  a table  under  a 
photograph  of  him  in  a Hitler- 


style  double-breasted  suit, 
touched-up  blue  eyes  fixed  in 
Flihrer-like  contemplation, 
and  a modified  swastika  at 
his  side,  Mr  Barkashov  de- 
nies any  Nazi  influence. 

‘That  salute  is  the  most  an- 
cient Russian  greeting  of  me- 
dieval times  — toe  hand  goes 
from  the  heart  up  towards  ' 
God,"  he  explained. 

What  about  toe  swastika? 
“It  has  always  been  the  main 
religious  symbol  for  Russia,  a 
symbol  of  kindness,”  he  said. 


But  surely  his  moustache  is 
Hitler's?  “Oh  no.  I’ve  got  the 
moustache  of  a Russian  aris- 
tocrat," he  said  with  an  en- 
gaging grin,  adding;  “Hitler's 
was  a Charlie  Chaplin  mous- 
tache; I wouldn't  be  seen  dead 
with  such  a thing.”  . 

Outside,  a handful  of 
shaven-headed  youths  await 
their  commander’s  pleasure. 
One,  a medical  student,  told 
me:  'Tm  not  interested  in 
politics,  HI  vote  as  the  com- 
mander orders." 


Ian  Traynor 

reports  on  the 
unassailable 
ascendancy  of 
Vaclav  Klaus 

| N Russia,  the  commu- 


tanee,"- says.  Jan.  MZadek*  a. 
Prague  eccwOTist- . 

■ Energy  r prices  are  subsi- 
dised^ Rents  are  kept  artifi- 
cially low  atabout20per  cent 
<rf  toe  maitort  rate-:  There  is 

arr  extreme  reluctance  to  in- 
voke bankruptcy  laws.  There 
is  no  union-bashing,  but  a tac- 
it social  contract  between 
unions,  employers,  and  gov- 
ernment that  trades  low 


nlsts  are  - once  again  ] wages  fbrhigh  employment. 


knocking  cm  the  Kremlin’s 
dioor.  In  Poland,  they  have 


The  enviable  result  is  a job- 
ss  rate  of  Spar  cent  about 


recaptured  toe  presidential  the  lowest  in  Europe,  outside 
Belweder  Palace.  In  Hungary,  of  Luxemburg.  There  is  a 
they  rule  the  monstrous  guaranteed  minimum  income 


mock-Gotoic  parliament  by  and,  until  last  year,  wage  con- 
toe  Danube.  tools  under  which  firms 

But  in  the  Czech  Republic,  awarding  excessive  pay  in- 
wberu  the  conservative  prime  creases  were  fined.  - 


minister,  Vaclav  Elans, 


-All  of  these  policies  run 


just  completing  a successful  counter  to  Mr  Klaus's  non- 
four-year  term  and  looking  interventionist  salesmanship, 
forward  to  a new  mandate  in.  but  have  helped  the  most  suc- 
electfons  'weekend,'  toe.  cessful  transition  in  the  ex- 
communists  fret ' impotent!?  Warsaw  Fact 
on  the  fringes.  Mr  Klaus  can  also  boast  of  a 


Before  the  storm . . ■ The  Socialist  Party  leader,  Servet  PeUnmbi,  shouts  anti-government  slogans  in  central  Tirana  prior  to  being  arrested  yesterday  photograph:  armando  babam 

Poll  monitors  denounce  ballot-rigging  as  ruling  party  orders  violent  clampdown  by  security  forces 

Albania  faces  new  tyranny 


While  most  of  post-comma-  falling  inflation  rate  of  9 per 
nlst.  Europe  suffers  from  emit,  modest,  by  east  Euro- 
reform  fatigue, . gripped  by  pean  standards,  a balanced 
nostalgia'for  the  certainties  <rf  budget;  negligible  foreign 
the  undemocratic  past;  toe  debt,  and  an  economy  that 
ftwf-hg  alone  beat  a path  has  been  80per  cent  priva- 
te wards  the  sunny  uplands  of  tised  during  his  four-year 
anti-communist  prosperity  term.  His  popular  mass 
and  freedom.  . 

Such,  at  least,  is  toe  myth 

cultivated  by  Mr  Klaus  at  *|s  fre  bidina  hiS 
every  - (®portunity.  “Among,  ’ , 

the  other  post- communist  time  tO  Unleash 
countries  of  Europe,  the 

Czech  Republic  has  a special  market  forces? 
position,”  he  said  tMfrweek. 

It  is  not  that  the  Czechs  are  The  jury’s  Sti II  O Lit 

congenitally  more  “anti-  1 J ■ 

communist"  than  their  neigh- 
bours. The  elections  on  Fri-  coupon  scheme  allots  vouch- 
day  and  Saturday  take  place  ers  to.  the  public  for  investing 
almost  50  years  to  toe  day  in  companies  via  investment 


"I  don’t  think  any  one  of  us 
would  like  to  be  seen  legiti- 
mising the  result”  said  Mr 
Keetch. 

As  a result  of  his  self- 
proclaimed  "crushing  vic- 
tory”. President  Berlsha.  who 
heads  the  Democratic  party, 
is  expected  to  control  at  least 
124  seats  in  Tirana's  140-mem- 
ber parliament 

In  an  effort  to  pressurise 
the  international  community 
to  order  a new  poll,  the  oppo- 
sition has  vowed  it  will  boy- 
cott the  new  parliament  Yes- 
terday several  leaders  said 
they  would,  also  encourage 
their  supporters  to  stage 
other  demonstrations  around 
Albania. 


Since  the  Cmrh  ram  rmrni fits 

emerged  as  the  strongest 


funds. 

But  toe  reality  again  con- 


party  in  the  first  post-war  tradicts  Mr  Klaus's  radical 
poU.  It  was  the  only  free  elec-  free-market  rhetoric.  Most  of 
tion  won  by  the  communists  these  companies  are  owned 
in  what  was  to  became  toe  by  the  banks,  which  in  turn 
Warsaw  Pact  ..  are  still  largely  owned  by  the 

But  there  Is  no  ex-oommii-  state.  The  investment  funds 
nlst  threat  to  Mr  Klaus,  aged  themselves  are  largely  owned 
55,  the  most  successful  leader  by  the  banks,  too. 


thrown  up  by  toe  anti-com- 
munist and  anti-Russian  rev- 


Rather  than  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  model  Mr  Klaus  pro- 


olutioos-  of  1989.  The  threat  to  fosses  to  emulate,  the  owner- 
his  rightwing  coalition  comes  ship  pattern  more  closely 


instead  from  a reinvigorated 
Social  Democratic  Party  led 
by  Milos  Zeman. 

If  the  opinion  polls  are  ac- 
curate, Mr  Klaus's  party  will 
emerge  comfortably  as  the 


resembles  the  corporatist 
German  system  toe  prime 
minister  affects  to  despise. 
“It’s  a bank-led  economy 
rather  than  capital  market- 
led.''  says  Jonathan  Stein, 


single  biggest  grouping,  but  economics  researcher -;at 
the  social  democrats  could  Prague's  East-West ' Studies 


double  their  presence  to 
around  50  in  the  200-seat  par- 
liament. The  question  is 


Centre.  ■ 

Unlike  elsewhere  in  the 
region,  there  is  no  ex-commu- 


whether  Mr  Klaus  will  win  by  nlst  threat  to  the  Klaus  ascen- 
enough  to  retain  a majority  or  dancy  because  post-Soviet 
whether  a hung  parliament  reformed  communists  were 


oouM  produce  a “grand  coali- 
tion” of  right  and  left 
On  toe  surface,  that  would 


rubbed  out  in  Prague, 
reduced  to  a marginal  rump. 
Mr  Klaus,  who  promises  to 


appear  anathema  to  an  abra-  double  wages  'and  pensions 
sive  Klaus,  who  regularly  during  the  next  four  years,  is 
reiterates  his  Thatcherlte  ere-  looking  good  for  a second 
dentlals  and  devotion  to  the  term.  That  could  reveal 
unfettered  free  market  But  whether  he  is  toe  Friedman- 


toe  rhetoric  is  belied  by  the 
policies  he  pursues  and  toe 
length  he  is  prepared  to  go  to 
maintain  toe  social  peace. 

“Klaus  makes  liberal  con- 


ite  marketeer  he  says  he  is. 

"Is  he  a true  believer  just 
biding  his  time  to  unleash  full 
market  forces?’’  asks  Mr 
Stein.  “The  jury’s  still  out  It 


•Outstanding  Investment 
Performance  - Colonial’s  unit 
linked  pension  funds  have  won 
over  20  industry  awards  for  their 
excellent  long-term  growth 

■ Flexible  - to  keep  up  with  the 
most  changeable  lifestyle 

* Comprehensive  Advice  - we'll 
talk  you  through  the  whole  process 


Rising  toll  of  suicides  brings  police 
on  to  Paris  streets  in  cuts  protest 


Alex  Duval  Smith  in  Paris 

UP  TO  10.000  uni- 
formed French  police- 
men and  women  are 

expected  to  march  through 
Paris  today  in  protest  at 
working  conditions  which 
are  said  to  be  causing  sui- 
cides among  officers. 

Police  trade  unions  have 

called  the  demonstration, 
which  is  officially  illegal, 
in  the  wake  of  reports  that 


more  than  30  officers  have 
killed  themselves  this  year. 

The  Federation  Anton- 
ome  des  Syndicate  de  Police 
(FASP)  blames  financial 
cots  and  working  practices 
which  foil  to  take  account , 
of  the  traumatic  nature  of 
some  police  work. 

“All  that  interests  the 
government  at  the  moment 
is  saving  money,”  said 
FASP’s  spokesman,  Jean- 
Louis  AraJoL  “We  are  due 
for  another  set  of  cots  in 


o 


Ever  wondered  why  there  are 
so  many  soccer-worshipping 
alternative  comics?  It’s  not 
because  they  were  abused 
children,  it’s  because  they 
were  crap  at  football. 

Adam  Sweeting  ■ 


rural  policing.  The  way  it  is 
going,  the  government  will 
end  up  with  an  ultra-milita- 
rised force,  made  up  of  only 
the  roughest  recruits.** 

The  police  demonstration 
— the  first  for  five  years  — 
was  initially  banned  by  the 
interior  minister,  Jean- 
Louis  Debr£,  on  the  basis 
that  it  could  disrupt  public 
order.  Bat  Mr  AraJol 
claimed  the  move  only  in- 
creased the  resolve  in 
police  ranks.  The  last  time 
officers  marched  through 
Paris,  in  1991,  the  majority 
wore  civilian  clothes  but 
there  were  clashes  with 
non-unionised  riot  police 
who  had  been  brought  in  to 
control  the  demonstration. 

Mr  Arqjol  believes  feel- 
ings are  running  higher 
now  than  in  1991.  “In  the 
past  we  have  demonstrated 
for  better  pay.  Now  we  are 
seeing  colleagues  die  from 
stress,”  he  said. 

According  to  Pierre- 
Henri  Ceccaldi,  chief  medi- 
cal officer  for  the  French 
police,  the  number  of  sui- 
cides is  increasing  in  line 


with  cats  which  are  forcing 
changes  to  working  pat- 
terns. He  said;  “A  police  of- 
ficer works  intensively  for 
two  days,  then  rests  for 
four.  In  49  hours,  the  offi- 
cer has  destroyed  two  sleep 
cycles-This  leads  to  burn- 
out, causing  hyper- 
aggressivity." 

Dr  Ceccaldi  said  the  ma- 
jority of  suicides  are  among 
officers  in  their  forties  with 
some  years’  experience. 
“When  they  are  young,  the 
officers  can  deal  with  dis- 
rupted sleep  patterns.  But 
once  they  are  over  40,  they 
suffer  from  mood  swings 
and,  ultimately,  depres- 
sion,” he  said. 

The  government  last 
month  pledged  to  order  a 
reorganisation  of  shift  pat- 
terns in  the  police  force, 
but  FASP  officials  have 
taken  the  promise  with  a 
pinch  of  salt.  “There  are  go- 
ing to  be  new  cats  at  toe 
end  of  this  month  which 
are  inconsistent  with  toe 
government’s  claims  to  be 
willing  to  look  at  shift  pat- 
terns,” said  Mr  ArajoL 


servative  speeches  for  the  could  be  he  just  uses  that 
International  Monetary  Fund  language  as  an  extreme  rhe- 
bnt  pursues  social  democratic  torical  counter  to  transform 
reolpolitik  for  popular  accep-  the  economy." 


Tow ex  Monty 

Management  Survey 
March  1996  The 
table  thorn  the 
value  of  comparable 
general  equity 
fundi  bated  on  a 
monthly  premium 
of  £200  and 
performance  over 


Performance  of  the 
Colonial  Mutual 
faulty  Investment 
Fund  over  5 yeans 
based  on  a monthly 
premium  of  £200  fa 
£15J43.Past 
performance  Is  not 
necessarily  a guide 
to  the  future.  The 
value  erf  Investments 
ran  go  down  as  m9 
as  upland  Is  not 
guaranteed. 

Cbkmfal  Direct 
represents  the 
Colonial  Mutual 
Marketing  Group 
“^btegufoted  ■ 
by  the  Personal 
Investment 
Authority  and  fc 
bound  by  Ws  rules. 
We  can  advise  you 
only  orr  our . 
products.  Pension . 
I***  « provided 
byTheOafonW 
Mutual Ufo 
Asuranca joddy. . . 
Limbed.  riM  written 
ttahnwiUii 
framthrpddntt  '' ' 
McMtForyeur . 
added  security  ail 
telephone  ariswlH 

bervoDfdttjandthe 

lecenfctgfcept 

secure. 

CekmWWraa 
Colonial  Mutual 
House.  Chatham 
Maritime,  Kent, 
ME44YT. 
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WORLD  NEWS  7 


Filthy  foreigners  arouse  suspicion 


CHINA 


IN  A village  near  the 
ruins  of  the  Great  Wan. 
China's  fear  of  contami- 
nation by  barbarians  has 
brought  officials  wearing 
rubber  gloves  and  surgical 
masks  to  confront  a new,  nox- 
ious menace  from  abroad. 

The  focus  of  their  alarm  is  a 
place  called  Dahuashan  or 
Great  China  Mountain,  about 
50  miles  from  Beijing  and  the 
heart  of  a resurgent , 
nationalism. 

When  Deng  Xiaoping  first 
prised  open  China  to  the  out- , 
skle  world,  he  warned  that 
“When  you  open  the  door, 
sometimes  flies  and  other  in- 
sects come  in.”  At  Dahua- 
&han.  they  swarmed  in.  i 


In  the  first  of  a series  of  reports, 
Andrew  Higgins  in  Beijing 
examines  how  the  Communist 
Party  is  using  distrust  of  the  West 
to  fuel  resurgent  nationalism 


Next  to  the  village  wheat 
fields  looms  a 639-tonne 
mountain  of  fetid  rubbish  im- 
ported from  the  United  States. 

Disguised  as  recyclable 
waste  paper  to  get  past  Chi- 
nese customs,  tho  rotting 
heap  contains  sewage,  sy- 
ringes. pill  bottles  and  dirty  ' 
plastic. 

Such  abuse  of  China's  open 
door  has  created  a nationwide 
uproar  symptomatic  of  the , 
anger  and  suspicion  China's  1 
leaders  and  many  of  its  people 
now  feel  towards  the  West, 
particularly  America. 

The  fly-infested  pile  has  be- 1 
come  a symbol  of  growing  dis-  | 
trust  of  the  West's  intentions,  j 

“Is  America  reliable  or  un-  j 


reliable?  This  is  the  question 
that  many  Chinese  now  ask 
themselves  ...  If  you  treat 
Chinn  like  an  enemy  it  will 
behave  like  an  enemy,”  said 
Yuan  Ming,  head  of  the  Inter- 
national Relations  Institute  at 
Beijing  University.  “We  have 
to  be  very  careful  that  nation- 
alism does  not  develop  Into  a 
narrow,  Boxer  Rebellion  type 
of  feeling.” 

Alarm  In  Washington  and 
Aslan  capitals  over  Chinese 
missile  tests  off  Taiwan  and 
muscle-flexing  over  the  Sprat- 
ly Islands  in  the  South  China 
Sen  are  dismissed  in  Beijing 
ns  the  misguided  result  of  an 
American-devised  “China 
threat  theory”. 


Revolving  door  . . . 
Atal  Blhari  Vajpayee 
(right)  stands  outside 
parliament  before 
resigning  yesterday. 
H.  D.Deve  Gowda 
(left)  will  be  sworn  in 
as  PM  on  June  1 and 
has  until  June  12to 
prove  his  unwieldy 
leftwing  alliance  can 
command  a majority 


Even  students,  who  seven 
years  ago  placed  a Chinese- 
style  replica  of  the  Statue  of 
Liberty  in  Tiananmen 
Square,  now  often  see  Amer- 
ica less  as  the  standard- 
bearer  for  democracy  than  os 
the  rival  that  sent  two  Air- 
craft carriers  towards  Taiwan 
to  thwart  Chinese  ambitions 
In  a recent  opinion  poll  pub- 
lished in  the  China  Youth 
News.  90  per  cent  of  .those 
questioned  said  they  believe 
the  US  has  a he ge monistic 
policy  towards  China. 

Chinese  conservatives  have 
long  fulminated  against  West- 
ern “spiritual  pollution"  and 
the  "anti-China  hostility”  of 
foreigners,  but  were  mostly 
held  in  check  by  Mr  Deng's 
emphasis  on  the  primacy  of 
economic  development 

The  garbage  furore,  how- 
ever, highlights  a new  and 
potent  blend  of  patriotism 
and  political  correruiess  now 
being  championed  by  Mr 
Deng's  anointed  successor, 
the  president  and  Communist 
Party  chief.  Jiang  Zemin.  To 
get  rich,  particularly  if  it  in- 


volves foreigners,  is  no  longer 
unequivocally  glorious. 

As  part  of  a drive  to  estab- 
lish himself  as  a leader  in  his 
own  right.  Mr  Jiang  an- 
nounced earlier  this  year  "We 
must  ban  the  cultural  trash 
poison  ins  the  people  and  the 
social  atmosphere.  We  cannot 
sacrifice:  culture  and  ideology 
merely  for  a short  period  of 

economic  development  ■■ 

Over  the  past  month.  Chi- 
na's state- run  media  has 
pumped  out  regular  reports 
on  the  threat  posed  by  “for- 
eign garbage”  and  uncovered 


new  cases  of  dumping,  includ- 
ing rad  locative  wash*  in  the 
western  region  of  Xinjiang. 

“The  recent  discovery  of 
American  garbage  outside 
Beijing  has  aroused  a great 
deal  of  concern  and  anger 
among  the  Chinese  people.” 
reported  Xinhua  “Many  are 
asking  the  ymie  question: 
'How  did  foreign  garbage 
sneak  into  our  country?" " 

The  answer,  said  the 
agency,  lies  with  “a  small 
number  of  Chinese  business- 
men unscrupulous  enough  to 
stop  at  nothing  to  make 


money  out  of  collaborating 
with  immoral  foreigners.” 

Such  a blitz  of  xenophobia- 
tinged  publicity  by  media 
firmly  under  the  thumb  of  the 
Communist  Party  propa- 
ganda department  reveals 
more  than  concern  for  public 
health.  It  coincides  with  feud- 
ing  between  Beijing  and 
Washington  over  trade,  copy- 
right piracy-  human  rights, 
Taiwan,  nuclear  prolifration 
and,  mast  recently,  the  smug- 
gling of  Chinese-made  AK-47 
rifles  into  California. 

By  fanning  anger  over 


China’s  troops  impress  British  commander 


Reuter  In  Hong  Kong 

CBINA  is  expected  to 
station  up  to  10,000  troops 
in  Hong  Kong  when  it  takes 
over  next  year,  the  ram- 

mander  of  British  forces  in 
the  territory  said  yesterday. 

Major-Genera)  Bryan 
Dutton  described  as  excel- 


lent a meeting  with  the  Chi- 
nese commander.  Major- 
General  Liu  Zhcnwu.  add- 
ing: “The  Peoples 

Liberation  Army  forces 
understand  they  have  a lot 
of  things  to  learn.  And  I’m 
impressed  by  their  determi- 
nation to  get  it  right.” 
Meanwhile,  the  head  of 
China's  Hong  Kong  and 


Macau  affairs  office,  Lu 
Ping,  was  quoted  by  the 
Xinhua  news  agency  as  say- 
ing China  does  not  fear 
democracy  in  Hong  Kong. 

"After  1997,  so  long  as  po- 
litical parties  in  Hong  Kong 
abide  by  local  laws,  they 
will  continue  to  exist  and 
be  involved  in  elections.” 
he  .said. 


dumping.  China's  leaders  are 
seeking  to  capitalise  ou  what 
bos  become,  in  the  absence  of 
any  ideology  other  than  na- 
tionalism. a wave  of  anti-for- 
eign sentiment. 

Long  queues  still  form  out- 
side the  US  embassy  visa 
office,  in  front  of  cinemas 
showing  Hollywood  hits,  and 
at  the  counters  of  Kentucky 
Fried  Chicken,  McDonald’s, 
and  Pizza  Hut.  However,  such 
appetites  increasingly  co- 
exist with  prickly  resentment 
and  cocksure  pride. 

“Every  time  we  try  to  stand 
up.  the  West  wants  to  slap  us 
down,”  complained  Huang 
Zhongyong.  a young  finance 
ministry  official,  at  a banquet 
last  week  for  Britian's  deputy 
prime  minister,  Michael  He- 
seltine,  in  a foreign-managed 
Beijing  hotel. 

Like  many  Chinese  both  in 
and  out  of  government,  he 
suspects  an  American-led  plot 
to  prevent  China  from  grow- 
ing too  strong.  “They  are 
afraid  of  us.”  he  said. 

Tomorrow:  the  growing  gulf 
between  rich  and  poor. 


India  swings  to  the  left 
as  BJP  cedes  power 


Suzanne  Gokfenberg 
m New  Delhi 

INDIA'S  prime  minister  for 
13  days.-.  Atal.  Blhari 
Vajpayee,  resigned  yester- 
day, robbing  his  enemies  at 
the  satisfaction  of  defeating 
his  government  in  a no- 
confidence  vote. 

The  president,  Shankar 
Dayal  Sharraa,  called  on  the 
United  Front  coalition  of 
regional  and  leftwing  parties 
to  form  a new  government 
HJ3.  Deve  Gowda,  the  front 
leader,  will  be  sworn  in  on 
June  1 and  has  until  June  12 
to  prove  his  unwieldy  alli- 
ance can  command  a majority 
in  parliament 
Mr  Vajpayee’s  abrupt 
announcement  to  the  Lok 
Sabha,  or  parliament  that  he 
was  leaving  to  deliver  his  res- 
ignation to  the  president,  fol- 
lowed two  days  of  debate  that 
careered  between  crude  in- 
sults and  serious  attempts  to 
define  the  soul  of  India. 

Although  Mr  Vajpayee  ac- 
knowledged the  inevitability 
of  his  defeat  he  remained  de- 
fiant "As  long  as  the  task  is  ; 
not  complete,  we  will  not 
rest”  he  said. 

On  emerging  from  the  pres- 
idential palace,  he  shrugged 
and  said:  “1  am  happy  to  have 
regained  my  freedom.” 

Mr  Vajpayee's  Hindu 
nationalist  Bharatiya  Janata 
Party  and-its  allies  had  been 
given  first  crack  at  forming  a 
government  after  inconclu- 


sive general  elections  earlier 
this  month.  Although  the  larg- 
est block,  the  BJP-led  alliance 
could  not  muster  a majority. 

Despite  hush-hush  rendez- 
vous at-  various  government 
guest  bouses  in  the  capital,  his 
alliance  was  shunned  by  the 
regional  and  leftwing  parties, 
who  accused  the  BJP  <tf  preju- 
dice against  Muslims  and 
neglect  of  low-caste  Hindus.  < 

During  two  days  of  passion- 1 
ate  debate,  the  regional  chief- ' 
tans  accused  the  BJP  of  try- 
ing to  impose  an  intolerant  i 
definition  of  Indian  identity.  ! 

"You  have  divided  this  | 
country  into  the  cow-belt  and 
the  noncow  beh,”  said  G.G.  I 
Swell,  an  independent  MP  | 
from  the  north-eastern  state 
of  Andhra  Pradesh.  He  lam- 
basted Mr  Vajpayee  for  a 
promise  to  ban  cow  slaughter, 
pointing  out  that  beef  was  a 
staple  in  his  region,  and  for . 
Dalit  (untouchable)  Hindus. 
However,  Mr  Vajpayee  tried 
to  live  up  to  his  reputation  as  1 
a moderate.  "The  BJP  does  , 
not  stand  for  uniformity  of 
culture.  We  recognise  the  di- 1 
versity  of  religions  and  i 
regions,''  he  said,  reciting  a 
short  poem  in  Tamil  to  me 
amusement  of  southern  MPs. 

Although  its  administra- 
tion lasted  only  13  days,  the 
BJP  has  gained  enormously 
from  its  spell  in  office.  The 
government  took  only  one  de- 
cision: it  gave  final  approval 
£d  the  £1.75  billion  Enron 
power  project  during  a lunch 
break  on  Monday.  But  it  has 


been  given  a platform  for 
ideas  that,  until  recently, 
were  seen  as  extreme. 

After  assuming  power,  the 
BJP  was  circumspect  about 
its  campaign  pledges  to  build 
a temple  on  the  site  of  a 16th- 
century  mosque  that  was  de- 
stroyed by  its  activists  in 
1992,  and  to  repeal  Kashmir’s 
special  status. 

However,  Mr  Vajpayee  paid . 
homage  to  the  Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak  Sangh,  the 
shadowy  Hindu  extremist 
group  in  which  be  and  other 
BJP,  activists  received  their 
political  education.  BJP  MPs 
also  renewed  their  call  to 
abolish  special  marriage  and 
inheritance  laws  for  Muslims. 

It  is  now  the  turn  of  the 
United  Front  to  try  to  con- 
struct a lasting  and  stable 
government  from  a fractured 
parliament.  Although  the 
United  Front  commands  even 
fewer  seats  in  the  fractured 
house  than  the  BJP  alliance, 
it  has  a promise  of  outside 
support  from  the  Congress 
arid  communist  parties. 

Mr  Gowda,  chief  minister 
of  the  southern  state  of 
Karnataka,  became  a prime 
ministerial  candidate  only 
after  other  contenders  passed 
it  by.  He  has  not  been  a player 
on  the  national  stage,  and  he 
speaks  both  English  and 
Hindi  haltingly.  However,  he 
has  a reputation  as  a concilia- 
tor and  a supporter  of  eco- 
nomic reforms  to  encourage 
the  rise  of  India's  silicon 
valley  at  Bangalore. 


'Philadelphia9  Cape  Town 
discrimination  voters  set  to 
slur  angers  top  twist  knife 
US  law  firm  in  De  Klerk 


Cristopher  Reed 
inlosAngabs 

A SAN  FRANCISCO  law 
firm  which  saw  22  of  its 
employees  die  of  Aids  won 
the  support  and  sympathy 
of  the  gay  community,  but 
now  one  of  its  SUV-infected 
former  lawyers  is  suing  it 
for  $4  million  (£2.6  million) 
over  alleged 

discrimination. 

Andrew  Mead  says  he  is 
caught  in  a real-life  version 
of  the  1993  film  Philadel- 
phia. in  which  Tom  Hanks 
won  an  Oscar  for  his  por- 
trayal of  a promising  young 
lawyer  fixed  by  his  com- 
pany because  he  has  Aids. 
He  sues,  but  dies  soon  after 
winning  the  case. 

Mr  Mead,  aged  38.  was 
not  fired,  but  argues  that 
he  was  demoted  and  denied 
the  top  cases  after  he  had 
revealed  in  late  1991  that 
he  had  the  virus  that  leads 
to  Aids.  He  claims  that  he 
should  have  been  treated 
equally  or  at  least  allowed 
to  cut  back  on  travel  to 
spend  more  time  with  his 
lover,  a nurse,  who  died 
from  Aids  in  1995. 

The  firm,  Heller,  Ehr- 
man.  White  and  McAuliffe 
hotly  denies  the  claim.  Its 
chairman,  Robert  Rosen- 
feld,  points  to  Its  benign  re- 
cord over  the  disease,  and 
declares:  “One  claim  calls 
into  question  everything 
we've  done  for  years  and 
years.” 

Ironically,  Mr  Mead,  a 
Harvard  law  graduate, 

; joined  the  firm  in  1983  be- 
cause of  Its  liberal  reputa- 
tion. The  firm  has  one  of 
the  32.000  panels  on  the 
Aids  Memorial  Quilt  to 
| commemorate  its  former 
employees.  It  has  fought 
- Aids  discrimination,  held 
Aids  workshops  for  its  200 
i staff,  and  has  a Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance  group. 

Mr  Rosenfeld  says  the 
firm  treated  Mr  Mead 
“fairly  generously”,  and 
says  any  comparison  with  i 
Philadelphia  “Is  an  affront 
and  an  insult  to  all  of  qs.  He 
knows  that's  not  true.” 


Chris  McGreal 
in  Johannesburg 

SOUTH  AFRICA’S  National 
Party  is  battling  to  prop 
up  support  in  today's  local 
elections  in  its  last  regional 
stronghold,  the  Western  Cape. 

The  attempts  by  the  deputy 
president  FW  de  Klerk,  to 
reinvent  the  party  which  de- 
signed apartheid,  his  decision 
to  pull  it  out  of  Nelson  Mande- 
la's government  of  national 
unity  in  a month's  time,  and 
dissatisfaction  with  the  im- 
pact of  some  reform  pro- 
grammes, appear  to  have 
done  little  to  boost  the  NP 
vote. 

Opinion  polls  indicate  the 
NP  win  win  less  than  half  the 
, ballot,  with  the  African 
| National  Congress  trailing 
4 per  cent  behind  in  the  race 
for  more  than  1 million  votes 
that  will  decide  control  of  a 
sprawling  metropolitan  coun- 
cil incorporating  Cape  Town, 
the  seat  of  South  Africa's  par- 
liament, and  surrounding 
townships.  Several  rural 
councils  are  also  up  for  grabs. 

In  South  Africa’s  first  non- 
racial  elections  in  1994,  when 
Mr  Mandela  was  elected  pres- 
ident the  NP  picked  up  53  per 
cent  of  the  vote  in  the  West- 
ern Cape  regional  ballot  The 
ANC  won  just  one  third. 

The  slump  in  support  for 
Mr  De  Klerk  appears  princi- 
pally to  be  among  the  NP's 
traditional  constituency, 
white  Afrikaners,  But  the  real 
competition  for  votes  is  fo- 
cussed on  the  mixed-race,  or 
Coloured,  community  which 
overwhelmingly  backed  the 
NP  in  1984.  Those  votes  were 
cast  more  out  of  fear  that  an 
ANC  victory  would  mean 
black  domination  than  love  of 
the  party  which  treated  Co- 
loureds only  marginally  bet- 
ter than  the  majority. 

Mr  De  Klerk  ' has  tried  to 
keep  that  flame  alive,  saying 
his  party’s  withdrawal  from 
the  government  was  to  com- 
bat ANC  domination  and  has 
“impacted  well". 

But  Mr  Mandela  has  de- 
rided the  pullout  aa  likely  to 
weaken  the  NP's  influence 
rather  than  bolster  1l 
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How  to  avoid  relegation 

Invest  in  education  and  infrastructure 


IF  LEAGUE  tables  of  international  eco- 
nomic competitiveness  meant  any- 
thing, Britain  would  be  heading  rapidly 
for  relegation.  Stuck  in  a mediocre  15th 
place  last  year,  we  have  now  plum- 
meted to  19th  and  the  way  things  are 
going  will  be  lucky  to  avoid  the  drop  to 
the  global  Endsleigh  league  in  1997. 

In  terms  of  influence  on  the  world 
scene,  we've  long  been  relegated  to  the 
ranks  of  the  former  greats.  Yesterday’s 
squalid  manoeuvres  by  government 
ministers  in  Brussels  show  with  blind- 
ing clarity  how  much  has  changed. 

When  the  second  world  war  ended, 
Britain  was  already  being  squeezed  out 
by  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United 
States  in  what  was  rapidly  becoming  a 
bipolar  world,  but  Churchill  and  Attlee 
stffl  carried  real  clout  round  the  confer- 
ence tables  at  Yalta  and  Potsdam.  No 
question,  Britain  punched  above  its 
weight.  To  the  rest  of  the  world,  it 
seemed  Like  a good  place  to  live.  It  stood 
for  a set  of  decent  values. 

What  one  wonders,  would  Churchill 
or  Attlee  have  made  of  yesterday's 
events?  Where ' Kenneth  Clarke  has 
been  battling  away  for  international 
agreement  to  relieve  the  debt  of  the 
poorest  nations,  the  need  to  get  British 
beef  back  on  Europe’s  dinner  tables 
meant  another  of  the  more  civilised 
Conservative  ministers.  Baroness 
Chalker,  was  forced  to  block  European 
initiatives  to  help  developing  nations. 
This  act  of  spite  represents  the  foreign 
face  of  Michael  Howard's  law  and  order 
policies:  mean-minded,  unworthy  and 
ultimately  self-defeating. 

Of  course,  there  are  no  league  tables 
of  international  influence  any  more 
than  there  are  real  league  tables  of 
economic  competitiveness.  You  don’t 
get  three  points  for  helping  countries  in 
sub-Saharan  Africa  or  a stubborn  draw 
by  frustrating  the  rest  of  Europe  with 
blanket  defence  in  Europe. 

The  two  studies  out  this  -week  (an- 


other comes  out  tomorrow)  use  differ- 
ent methodology  and  come  to  slightly 
different  conclusions,  but  carry  the 
same  message.  Competitive  countries 
have  low  taxes,  cowed  unions,  dynamic 
financial  sectors,  well-educated  work- 
forces, are  strong  in  new  technologies 
and  have  low  public  spending. 

This,  ministers  would  say,  is  a sign 
that  Britain  really  does  have  influence, 
that  the  free-market  agenda  of  the  past 
17  years  is  now  the  template  for  the  rest 
of  the  world.  But  this  is  hard  to  square 
with  the  foots. 

Evidence  of  progress  is  not  whether 
Britain  Is  more  competitive  than  Chile 
(it  isn’t,  according  to  the  IMD)  but 
whether  the  economy  is  strong  enough 
to  permit  living  standards  to  grow  more 
rapidly  than  they  did  in  the  past  and 
why  other  countries  continue  to  do 
much  better  than  we  do.  At  the  end  of 
the  war  (the  real  one,  that  is),  Britain 
was  number  two  in  the  world  league  of 
income  per  head:  it  is  now  18th.  This  is 
a question  of  domestic  productivity,  not 
international  competitiveness.  For  all 
the  huffing  and  puffing  of  the  past  17 
years,  Britain  trundles  along  at  the 
same  underlying  rate  from  one  decade 
to  the  next— around  2J5  per  cent  a year. 

Britain’s  relative  under-performance 
is  the  result  of  a series  of  macro- 
economic  mistakes  coupled  with 
chronic  supply-side  weakness.  The  two 
are  linked.  Slash-and-burn  deregulation 
of  the  labour  market  has  not  proved  the 
answer  to  improving  industrial  perfor- 
mance, except  perhaps  in  the  eyes  of 
government  ministers.  The  answer  is  to 
end  the  deflationary  bias  in  economic 
policy,  so  that  the  fruits  of  growth  can 
pay  for  long-term  investment  in  educa- 
tion and  infrastructure. 

On  present  form,  ministers  are  delud- 
ing themselves  if  they  think  Britain  is 
stm  a serious  force.  If  we  still  have  a 
place  in  the  premier  league,  it  is  only 
by  adopting  the  tactics  of  Vinnie  Jones. 


India’s  democratic  alternative 

Fresh  uncertainty  is  preferable  to  a BJP  government 


THE  OUTGOING  Indian  prime  minis- 
ter (of  12  days  standing)  Atal  Bihari 
Vajpayee  has  said  that  democracy  is  all 
about  numbers.  Indeed  it  is,  and  that  is 
why  his  Hindu  nationalist  Bharatiya 
Janata  Party  (BJP)  did  not  deserve  to 
form  a government  For  foreign  observ- 
ers to  complain  that  Mr  Vajpayee’s 
resignation  will  plunge  Indian  politics 
into  new  confusion  is  to  miss  the  point 
The  BJP  offered  a dubious  proposition 
which,  even  in  India's  not  excessively 
ethical  system  of  political  bargaining, 
foiled  to  find  any  takers.  Whatever 
uncertainty  may  now  be  created  was 
judged  preferable  to  the  risk  of  this 
potentially  extremist  regime. 

In  seeking  to  form  a government  at 
all,  the  BJP  was  taking  a big  gamble.  Its 
only  hope  was  if  the  Congress  Party 
fractured  after  its  disastrous  defeat 
while  the  left  and  regional  parties  foiled 
to  find  common,  ground.  Ironically,  it 
was  the  threat  of  a BJP  government 
which  has  concentrated  minds  power- 
fully. Any  party  which  defected  to  Mr 
Vajpayee  would  suffer  serious  damage 
to  its  reputation.  And  the  law  banning 


individual  defections  could  only  be  cir- 
cumvented if  at  least  one-third  of  a 
party's  strength  was  won  over  — a task 
far  out  of  reach. 

The  most  convincing  explanation  for 
Mr  Vajpayee  plunging  in  was  that  it 
may  have  strengthened  the  BJP’s  cre- 
dentials for  a future  attempt  at  govern- 
ment if  the  centre-left  alternative  fails. 
In  the  meantime,  he  will  have  to  do 
something  to  appease  the  hardliners 


within  his  forces  who  have  already 
grumbled  that  the  compromises  which 
he  offered  were  robbing  the  BJP  of  its 
“cutting  edge”.  In  his  televised  address 
on  May  19.  Mr  Vajpayee  had  pledged  to 
uphold  India’s  secular  spirit,  and  had 
proposed  an  anti-poverty  campaign 
over  the  next  10  years.  The  search  for 
consensus  now  over,  it  may  be  harder 
to  avoid  a resumption  of  issues  such  as 
the  campaign  to  revoke  special  rights 
for  Muslims,  and  to  build  a Hindu 
temple  in  Ayodhya  — where  the  razing 
of  the  holy  mosque  led  to  communal 
violence  three  years  ago.  The  time 
ahead  will  be  a test  for  the  BJP’s  efforts 
to  show,  since  Ayodhya,  that  it  really 
has  tamed  its  anti-Muslim  extremists. 

It  will  be  an  even  more  testing  time 
for  the  alternative  coalition  the  new 
prime  minister  Deve  Gowda  must  now 
form  out  of  a disparate  collection  of 
centre-left  and  regional  parties.  Their 
failure  to  coalesce  in  time  after  the 
election,  allowing  Mr  Vajpayee  to 
squeeze  ahead  and  have  first  crack  at 
forming  a government  may  not  have 
been  such  a bad  mistake  in  retrospect 
But  it  was  not  done  for  tactical  reasons 
but  because  of  a sheer  inability  to 
achieve  what  they  had  foiled  to  do 
before  the  election.  The  tale  of  their 
search  for  a coalition  prime  minister  — 
during  which  one  reluctant  candidate 
took  refuge  in  the  VIP  lounge  of  Delhi 
airport  to  avoid  being  pursued  — was 
seriously  farcical  India  deserves  a 
much  better  effort  now.  the  chance  will 
not  come  easily  again. 


Xenophobic?  That’s  them  not  us 

Why  it’s  the  foreigners’  fault  that  Brits  don’t  like  foreigners 


THE  NOTION  has  got  about  that  some 
sections  of  the  British  people,  and  espe- 
cially of  the  British  media,  aren’t  all 
that  keen  on  foreigners.  Goodness 
knows  why.  Maybe  It’s  the  way  the  Sun 
talks  about  giving  the  Germans  a boot 
up  the  Bach-side.  Or  the  Dally  Express 
proclaiming  that  it’s  “time  to  repel  the 
Euro-invaders”.  Or  Gillian  Shephard, 
no  less,  joining  the  clamour  against  the 
choice  of  Beethoven’s  Ode  to  Joy  as  a 
theme  for  the  Euro'96  championships 
because  some  German  wrote  it 
But  there’s  no  excuse  from  now  on  for 
talk  of  xenophobia.  For  yesterday  the 
Express  produced  an  “easy  cut-out-and- 
keep  guide”  designed,  it  explained,  to 
help  intellectuals,  “like  most  BBC  inter- 
viewers or  the  Tory  MP  George  Wal- 
den” to  distinguish  between  defending 
one's  national  interest  and  xenophobia. 
On  the  one  hand,  there  is  patriotism: 
"In  Britain,  it  unites  all  classes,  ever 
since  the  battles  of  Agin  court,  Poitiers 


and  Crecy.  where  English  peasants 
fought  with  Norman  noblemen  against 
a common  foe.”  On  the  other,  there's 
naughty  old  xenophobia  — “hatred  or 
fear  of  foreigners  or  strangers  or  of 
their  politics  or  culture". 

Happily,  we  don’t  have  that  sort  of 
tiling  , here.  Outside  Northern  Ireland, 
where  the  conflict  is  “almost  incompre- 
hensible to  most  Britons”,  xenophobia 
“has  been  almost  unknown.”  Europe, 
however,  emerges  with  much  less 
credit  In  Belgium,  for  instance,  heart 
of  the  “internationalist”  European 
Union,  there  are  bitter  divisions  be- 
tween Flemings  and  Walloons,  though 
fortunately  these  have  stopped  short  of 
major  violence. 

So  at  last  the  distinction  is  dear.  It’s 
not  that  true  Brits  don't  like  foreigners 
per  ser.  it's  just  that  they  can’t  stand 
foreigners  who  don't  like  other  foreign- 
ers. Xenophobia,  it  now  appears,  starts 
not  at  Dover  but  at  Calais. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Ministers  with  no  bottle 


THE  GOVERNMENT’S 
deputy  chief  medical  of- 
ficer, Dr  Jerrany  Met- 
iers, tells  us  we  have  no  need 
to  worry  about  baby-food  be- 
cause “the  Department  of 
Health  have  read  the  papers” 
(Milk  fears  create  new  food 
safety  crisis,  May  28).  Why 
can't  we  read  them  to? 

The  answer  is  that  in  1988, 
the  then  DHSS  changed  the 
form  of  their  research  con- 
tracts to  include  a clause  pro 
hibiting  publication  without 
the  prim-  consent  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  That  is  why  the 
Mori  research  on  16-  and  17- 
year-oMs,  and  the  University 
of  York  research  on  the  Social 
Fund,  were  published  on  the 
day  before  the  recess.  This 
research  probably  will  be  too. 

By  invoking  secrecy  in  a 
case  like  this,  the  Government 
has  elevated  it  from  an  attack 
on  academic  freedom  into  an 
attack  on  human  safety.  It  is 
doubtless  uncharitable  to 
wander  whether  the  company 
concerned  might  nwfcfl  dona- 
tions to  the  Conservative 
Party,  but  secrecy  means  the 
Conservatives  cannot  rebut 
this  suspicion  either. 

Lord  Russell. 

Liberal  Democrat  Social 
Security  spokesman. 

House  of  Lords, 

London  SWlA  OAA. 

OW  about  some  direct 
action  over  unidentified 
contaminated  baby-milk?  1 
suggest  worried  mothers  and 
supporters  load  several  pack- 
ets on  their  trollies  in  super- 
markets and  chemists.  When 


they  get  to  the  check-outs  they 
say  that  because  of  the  uncer- 
tainty they  don’t  want  the 
milk  and  unload  it  there.  Done 
an  a massive  scale  the  mes- 
sage would  soon,  get  through. 
We  would  have  a list  in  days. 
John  Moger. 

17  The  Green,  Braunston, 
Nortbants  NNll  7HW. 

IMMEDIATELY  consumer 
choice  looks  like  it  might 
upset  a former  or  industrial- 
ist, the  Government  appears 
to  lose  its  enthusiasm  for  the 
rigours  of  the  market-place. 
.The  BSE  fiasco  showed  that 
consumers  place  a significant 
penalty  an  food  that  may  con- 
tain agents  with  a plausible,  if 
not  entirely  proven,  risk  of 
harming  them.  Overtime,  pro- 
ducers will  respond  to  these 
consumer  preferences.  How- 
ever, if  market  signals  are  ob- 
scured because  producers 
think  .the  Government  wQl 
bail  them  out  with  compensa- 
tion (BSE)  or  conceal  their 
problem  (babyTmilk),  we 
should  not  be  surprised  if  the 
food  industry  continues  to 
take  liberties  with  the  nation’s 
health. 

Clive  Bates. 

42  AJlerton  Road, 

London  N165UF. 

IT  MUST  surely  now  be  rally 
a matter  of  time  until  the  EU 
bans  British  baby-milk.  It  is 
time  we  had  a proper  policy  to 
protect  consumers  instead  of  a 
cover-up  for  producers. 

Tony  Robinson. 
GClosduBergoje, 

1160  Brussels,  Belgium. 


THAT  rogue  chemicals 
should  have  found  their 
way  into  many  brands  cf  in 
font  formula  is  ftirther  evi- 
dence that  the  commonly  held 

lp»ligf  Hrat  hnwd-.Tnint  aird  in- 
fant formula  are  pretty  much 

the  amiP  thing  is  eiTOIlBOUS 
Infant-formula  manufacturers 
have,  quite  naturally,  played 
down  thg  significant  hoaith 
advantages  of  breast-feeding 
and  the  health  risks  associ- 
ated with  bottle  feeding. 

The  Unicef/UK  Baby 
Friendly  Initiative  has  gath- 
ered research  findings  on 
breast-milk,  which  shows  that 
the  health  benefits  for  the 
baby  Include  protection 
against  gastroenteritis,  chest 
Infections,  eczema  and  cot 
death,  and  for  the  mother, 
lower  risk  of  ovarian  and  pre- 
menopausal breast  cancer. 

But  how  many  parents  gain 
access  to  this  sort  of  Informa- 
tion and  back-up  support 
which  will  allow  them  to 
make  an  informed  choice  on 
feeding?  Sadly  very  few. 

Breast-feeding  has  no  deep- 
pocketed  benefactors  and 
must  therefore  rely  on  govern- 
ment for  a promotional  budget 
which  is  estimated  to  be  be- 
tween Bp  and  16p  per-  new 
.baby.  Comparing  this  with  the 
advertising  spend  by  infant- 
formula  manufacturers,  in  the 
order  of  £5  million  per  annum 
(equivalent  to  £8.25  for  each 
baby  born),  makes  it  dear  that 
the  formula  manufacturers 
have  the  whip  hand. 

Adrienne  Fullerton. 

37  Eastwood  Road, 

London  E18 1BN. 


Labour  unrest 

TONY  BLAIR’S  assertion 
that  a new  social  order  is 
one  of  four  pillars  of  Labour’s 
agenda  (Switch  on  the  bright 
lights,  May  27)  means  he  must 
have  a whopper  of  a policy  up 
his  sleeve.  Or  just  a whopper. 

We  in  the  Labour  Rarty, 
near  brain-dead  from  being 
finger-wagged  about  electabil- 
ity,  are  not  allowed  to  talk 
about  using  income  tax  to 
relieve  its  obverse  — wholly 
unnecessary  impoverishment 


Recent  debacles  over  recyling 
child  benefit  for  16-  and  17- 
year-olds,  and  self-flmdlng 
higher-education  grants,  spell 
out  the  same  line.  No  new 
money.  No  redistribution. 

OK.  Message  received  and 
understood.  But  don’t  infuri- 
ate us  with  the  absurdity  rtf 
New  Labour  replumbing  the 
social  order.  It  is  for  more 
likely  to  mean  re-labeling  a 
few  doors  in  the  corridors  of 
power.  Tony  Blair’s  hype  can 
oily  make  the  already  disillu- 
sioned more  irate. 

Tom  Snow. 

33  Mundania  Road. 

London  SE22  0NH. 

MARTIN  Kettle  suggests 
(New  thoughts  and  newer 
thinkers.  May  27)  that  a group 
around  Blair  is  asking  intel- 
lectuals to  help  formulate  pol- 
icy. As  both  a Labour  Party 
member  and  an  intellectual, 
this  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
wrong  way  round.  A political 
party  should  have  an  underly- 
ing intellectual  theory  or  phi- 
losophy, which  Informs  its 
policy-making,  but  that  theory 
should  be  in  place  before  indi- 
vidual policies  are  presented. 
Alan  Camtna. 

3 Barnes  Yard, 

Leonards  Street, 

Norwich  NR33DR. 

TO  HEAR  Robin  Cook  trot 
out  the  “national  interest" 
line  on  Radio  4's  Today  pro- 
gramme made  me  furious.  Is 
there  no  depth  to  which  the 
Labour  leadership  will  not 
stoop  in  its  pursuit  of  power? 
Whatever  happened  to  the  no- 
tion that  political  parties  are 
meant  to  educate  and  lead 
public  opinion  and  not  reflect 
reaction,  prejudice  and 
chauvinism? 

Hugh  Kerr  MEP. 

14  Home  Close. 

Harlow.  Essex  CM20  3PD. 


Reich  stuff,  wrong  tune 


SURELY  no  one  listening  to 
Beethoven's  Ode  to  Joy 
needs  to  “stop  and  think" 
about  the  nationality  of  the 
composer  (Letters,  May  28).  Its 
over-confident,  brash  vulgar- 
ity is  doubtless  what  raideared 
it  so  to  the  protagonists  of  the 
Third  Reich. 

Perhaps  the  BBC  felt  that 
this  quality  is  in  some  way 
common  to  the  game  of  foot- 
ball. But  it  was  a totally  inept 
choice  of  music,  to  advertise 
an  event  which  is  to  take  place 
in  this  country  — not  because 
the  composer  was  German  but 
simply  because  he  was  not 
British. 

We  have  been  fortunate  In 
recent  times  in  that  an  ever- 
greater  number  of  our  musi- 
cians and  recording  compa- 
nies are  seeing  fit  to  champion 
British  music.  The  BBC  is 
doing  the  country  a great  dis- 
service if  it  foils  ‘to  lord  Us 
support  to  our  musical  heri- 


tage in  those  areas  where  the 
potential  audience  is  greatest 
Roger  Machin. 

Flat  4,  Tudor  Court 
63  Earls  Avenue, 

Folkestone,  Kent  CT20  2HA. 

lAfHAT  is  all  this  nonsense 
VV  about  Beethoven?  Cer- 
tainly he  was  German,  but  the 
Ninth  Symphony  was  commis- 
sioned by  the  London  Syra- 
phonia  and  first  performed  in 
Paris.  Maybe  Britain  had  a 
more  enlightened  policy  of 
cultural  support  in  those  days. 
John  MarshaH. 

Frederik  VTs  Alte  7 (2th), 

2000  Frederiksberg, 

Denmark. 


Letters  to  the  Editor  may  be 
taxed  on  0171  837  4530  or  sent 
by  post  to  119  Farringdon  Road, 
London  EC1R  3ER,  and  by  e-mail 
to  letterB@guardian.co.iik.  We 
may  edit  them:  shorter  letters 
are  mare  likely  to  appear 


A paler  shade  of  green 


LORD  Inglewood,  Tourism 
Minister  (Letters,  May  27), 
defends  the  heritage  green 
paper  against  the  CPRE's  crit- 
icism of  its  focus  on  the  built 
environment  by  pointing  out 
that  this  was  its  clearly  stated 
terms  of  reference.  Yet  it  is 
the  green  paper’s  narrow  per- 
ception of  the  built  environ- 
ment that  disturbs  us. 

The  countryside  is  Increas- 
ingly recognised  as  an  impor- 
tant part  of  our  culture.  It  Is  a 
reflection  of  the  interaction  of 
people  and  nature,  not  simply 
an  environmental  asset  de- 
void of  human  significance. 

This  is  recognised  in  the 
green  paper  itself,  which  sees 
“a  heightened  perception  of 
the  relationship  between  the 


historic  environment  and  the 
rural  landscape  and  of  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  landscape 
has  been  given  Its  particular 
character  by  centuries  of 
human  occupation”.  Yet  dis- 
appointingly the  DNH  makes 
no  proposals  for  how  this 
“particular  character”,  under 
enormous  pressure  not  least 
from  tourism,  should  be  safe- 
guarded. In  this  respect  the 
green  paper  raises  serious 
concerns  about  the  JDNH’s 
understanding  of  its  environ- 
mental responsibilities. 
NeilSinden, 

Assistant  Secretary, 

Council  for  the  Protection 

of  Rural  England. 

25  Buckingham  Palace  Road, 
London  SW1W0PP.. 


C, 


The  MP  for  Aldershot  regrets  he 

won’t  bring  down  the  Government 


WOUR  leader-writers  oh 
T Tuesday  called  upon  me 
(and  George  Walden)  to  bring 
down  John  Major’s  govern- 
ment (Just  one  volunteer 
needed.  May  28).  I would  not 
and,  just  as  important,  I could 
not  Were  I to  vote  against  the 
Government  on  a vote  of  con- 
fidence, that  vote  could  be 
carried  only  were  the  Ulster 
prods  tO  eViangP  cirlpB  think- 
ing that  a Blair  government 
would  be  the  better  bet 
I would  not  vote  because, 
however  much  I have  come  to 
dislike  die  new  Conservative 
Party,  whose  ranks  of  back- 
benchers remind  me  of  the 
“bard-faced  men  who  have 
done  well  out  of  the  war”,  the 
Government  stands  well  to 
fee  left  cf  the  bulk  of  its  MPs. 
That  having  been  said,  I do 
not  support  (and  will  not  vote 
for)  Michael  Howard's  at- 
tempt to  usurp  the  power  of 
the  judges.  Howard  is  proba- 
bly the  worst  Home  Secretary 
since  Hicks,  and  I dread  his 
next  party-conference  speech 
when  he  will  once  again  play 
to  the  gallery. 

I voted  twice  for  Michael 
Heseltine  to  be  made  leader  rtf 
our  party,  and  I have  no 
reason  to  regret  my  action. 
John  Major,  who  was  "in- 
vented’’ by  the  Thatcherltes, 
has  his  strengths  and  weak- 
nesses. He  is  decent,  painstak- 
ing; and  moderate  (hence  the 
strong  dislike  of  the  That- 
cherltes who  feel  betrayed), 
but  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  he  lacks  political 
“magic"  and.  to  some  extent, 
the  powers  of  leadership. 


With  63  per  cent  of  the  British 
press  foreign  owned,  he 
should  have  introduced  laws 
on  privacy  designed  to  curb 
the  excesses  of  the  popular 
press.  I wrote  to  him  urging 
such  a move,  but  he  refused 
to  do  so.  Had  he  done  so  he 
would  have  demonstrated 
some  of  the  leadership  quali- 
ties which  he  appears  to  lack. 

However,  Major  Is  to  be 
preferred  to  Tony  Blair, 
whose  charm  offensive  will 
run  Into  the  sands  and  who 
presides  over  a party  even 
more  divided  over  Europe 
than  is  the  Tory  party.  I share 
George  Walden’s  despair  at 
Major's  refusal  to  co-operate 
with  the  European  Union, 
and  Walden's  dislike  of  the 
new  nationalism/populism 
which  has  come  to  character- 
ise so  many  Conservative 
backbenchers-.  But  John 
Major  is  not  yet  the  prisoner 
of  the  Cashs.  Gormans  and 
Taylors,  whose  views  most 
moderate  Tories  feel  to  be 
repugnant  -And  he  can  per- 
suade a sympathetic  commis- 
sion to  lift  tiie  ban  on  beef 
derivatives. 

What  he  will  not  be  able  to 
do.  is  to  persuade  other  heads 
of  governments  to  lift  the  ban 
on  beef  by  threats  of  a lack  of 
cooperation  on  other  issues. 
Such  a policy  must  prove  to 
be  unsuccessful-  Britain  must 
put  its  own  house  in  order  be- 
fore confidence  in  beef  is 
restored  both  in  this  country 
and  across  the  continent 
(Sir)  Julian  Critchley  MP. 
House  of  Commons. 

London  SWlA  OAA. 


A letter  of  brotherly  love 


IT  IS  so  uncharacteristic  for 
Lord  Runcie  to  come  out 
and  dig  up  the  pitch  on  which 
his  successors  are  struggling 
to  play  a straight  bat  that  he 
must  have  had  good  reason 
(Runcie  admits  breaking  ban 
on  homosexual  priests,  May 
16)-  Perhaps  he  really  does  be- 
lieve that  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land's appalling  fudge  over 
homosexuality  is  ludicrous. 

Despite  its  brief  commenda- 
tion by  the  Bishop  of  Oxford 
(Letters,  May  27).  the  present 
position  is  inconsistent  and 
dishonest  The  bishops  be- 
lieve that  homosexuality  is 
morally  neutral,  but  that  ho- 
mosexual acts  are  wrong,  un- 
less you  happen  to  be  a lay 
person,  in  which  case  they 
are  all  right  provided  you  rec- 
ognise that  you  are  thorough- 
ly inferior.  For  clergy,  they 
are  wrong,  unless  you  can 
find  a bishop  who  is  sympa- 
thetic, or  dishonest,  or  prefer- 
ably both. 

One  of  the  most  distinctive 
aspects  of  Jesus’s  teaching  is 
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his  concentration  on  motive 
and  on  the  desires  of  the  heart 
as  central  to  morality.  It  is 
hard,  therefore,  to  see  how 
the  desires  of  a gay  person  are 
morally  neutral,  but  become 
sinful  immediately  they  are 
translated  into  action. 

The  Roman  Catholic 
Church  has  at  least  the  merit 
of  consistency.  While  con- 
demning homophobia,  it  be- 
lieves that  homosexuality  it- 
self is  "an  objective  moral 
disorder",  and  that  homosex- 
ual orientation  and  practice 
are  contrary  to  nature.  Those 
who  hold  the  opposite  view, 
as  I do,  that  homosexuality  is 
part  of  the  richness  and  diver- 
sity of  God’s  creation,  and 
that  homosexual  people  living 
in  committed  faithful 
relationships  should  be  fully 
accepted,  are  also  consistent 
The  Church  of  England  is 
deeply  committed  to  fudge. 
(Rev  Canon)  Philip  Crowe. 

4 Sun  dome, 

Overton-on-Dee, 

Wrexham  LL13  0EB. 


THE  WREFUN:  For  the  .last 
couple  of  mornings  I've  gone 
to  Black  Hayes  Wood  for  my 
annual  bluebell  fix.  As  clouds 
scud  above  the  tree  tops,  shad- 
ows chase  pools  of  sunlight 
across  banks  of  bluebells  in 
the  same  ways  as  colours 
change  in  the  flowers  them- 
selves.  From  the  cobalt-blue 
midnight  at  the  base,  through 
fluorspar  to  pale  violet  at  the 
curled  Ups  of  each  bell,  the 

hyacinth-scented  inks  pour 
through  the  wood.  The  blue- 
bells chime  too,  not  of  them- 
selves  but  with  the  voices  of 
birds.  And  none  is  more  evoc- 
ative than  the  deep  ringing  of 
the  Welsh  ambassador^of 
summer  the  cuckoo.  In  open 

SS2£,SEve  **  WuebelL, 
starred  with  woodruff  and  the 

HnfSrllIig  fiddle-heads  of 
buckler  fern,  the  free  feavS 

Breen.  bronS 
and  gold.  This  is  a wood 

52J*  0le  teacks  are  made  by 
badgers  not  people.  In  the 

heart  *9  a huge  old 

old'hSrt^  fl?sh  dteehtg  and 
bedding  (including  blue- 
bells) mixed  with  shards  of 


coal  are  evidence  that  the 
subterranean  mining  village 
of  the  brocks  is  thriving.  But 
on  the  second  morning,  pass- 
ing close  to  the  sett.  I was 
“rawn  to  something  that 
looked  like  an  upturned  clod 
of  earth.  It  was  a dead  badger. 
Although  the  animal  had  ob- 
viously been  for  dead  some 
time,  it  was  not  there  yester- 
day. There  were  no  signs  of 
numan  interference,  no  dor 
marks.  What  had  happened?! 
lookeaaround,  as  at  the  scene 
« a tragedy,  for  an  answer, 
ror  a moment  everything 
seemed  suspended  in  a pond 
bemg  stirred  with  a stick,  and 
there,  at  the  centre  of  the 
vortex,  was  the  corpse  of  old 
brock.  I walked  over  to  an 
ancient  rowan  and  Found  my- 
self staring  down  a hole  in  the 
hollow  trunk.  This  tunnel  led 
to  dark  chambers  in  tiie  cen- 
tre of  the  earth,  where  the 
badger  had  died.  But  the  body 
had  been  brought  out  into  the 
wprid  of  light,  to  lay  in  the 
bluebells,  to  return  to  the 
woods. 
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of  brotherly  love 


Matthew  Norman 


I Nall  battles  there  must 
necessarily  be  victims, 
and  news  reaches  us  of 
an  early  casualty  in  the  war 

with  Europe.  An  article  on 
ED  policy  by  Malcolm 
Rlfklnd,forthe  ultra* 

serious  Ffemlsh-ianguage 
paper  DeStandaard.  has 
vanished  in  action.  Filed 
several  weeks  ago,  it  was 
held  over  (the  editor  may 
wen  have  feared  it  was 
too  racy  for  his  audience) 
until  last  week  when  — 
after  the  declaration  of  hos- 
tilities—Sir  John  Grey,  the 
British  ambassador  to 
Belgium,  rang  to  ask  for  one 
tiny  change;  where  the 
Foreign  Secretary  had  writ- 
ten ”EU  partners",  might 
they  now  insert  ”£L’  Mem- 
ber States"?  You'd  have  ex- 
pected this  to  strike  the  fear 
of  God  Into  the  enemy — and 
yet  no!  In  a tough,  no-non- 
sense counters  trike,  the 
plucky  little  mussel- 
chompers  stuck  the  request 
on  the  front  page  without 
printing  a word  of  the 
article  itself.  In  Whitehall, 
the  piece  Is  officially  listed 
as  “missing  presumed 
spiked".  One  up,  then,  to 
Johnny  Foreigner. 

IT  Is,  though,  by  no  means 
one-way  traffic.  Spanish 
agriculture  minister 
Loyola  De  Palacio,  a devout 
member  of  hardline  Catho- 
lic sect  Opus  DeJ,  is  horren- 
dously embarrassed  when 
forced  to  speak  the  word 
"semen”.  She  at  first  es- 
caped by  mumbling  ("gela- 
tine, tallow,  bluh  blum"). 
but  Spanish  journalists  now 
exaggeratedly  ask  her. 
“What  is  the  third  sub- 
stance? Could  you  speaks 
little  more  clearly,  minis- 
ter?" She  doesn’t  like  it. 
Were  she  to  resign,  we 
would  be  justified  in  consid- 
ering this  an  equaliser  for 
the  Rifldnd  article  fiasco. 


Why  the  right 
people  stay  at  home 


Commentary 


Catherine 

Bennett 


WELCOME  to 

Burma,  land  of  con- 
trasts! "To  trawl 
here  Is  to  discover 
a flamboyant  rococo  tapestry 
of  exotic  arts  and  culture," 
promises  .Abercrombie  and 
Kent,  the  swell  tour  operator. 
“The  whole  is  a unique  fusion 
of  a powerful  Buddhist  faith 
with  a thin  veneer  of  20th-cen- 
tury influences,  and.  Tor  the 
British,  evocative  echoes  of  a 
colonial  past!" 

As  if  these  echoes  were  not 
enough  to  satisfy  the  discern- 
ing British  visitor.  Burma 
offers  more  — a luxury  cruise 
ship,  the  Rond  to  Mandalay, 
which  provides  cocktail  par- 
ties and  satellite  television,  a 
Kipbng  Bar  and  a swimming 
pool:  “What  better  way  to  ex- 
plore this  intriguing  country 
than  by  cruising  dons  the  leg- 
endary Irrawaddy  river 
aboard  a luxurious  river 
cruiser, " asks  Kuoni  ‘Hie  only 
drawback  is  that  by  spending 
too  much  time  in  the  Kipling 
Bar  you  might  not  get  to  meet 
many  Burmese,  who  are,  ac- 
cording to  Hayes  and  Jarvis, 


WARS  come  and  wars 
go.  In  Beirut,  a TV 
news  crew  was  sur- 
prised by  the  furious  reac- 
tion of  the  man  to  whom 
they  had  just  paid  £5,000  for 
driving  them  around  the 
city’s  most  dangerous  areas 
for  one  month.  “Driver 
very  angry,”  he  hissed. 
Wasn't  £5,000  enough,  they 
asked  him.  “No,  no,”  said 
the  man,  happy  with  the  fee 
but  saddened  by  memories 
of  the  good  old  days. 

“Driver  angry  that  war 
finish.” 

Baffling  news  firom 
the  Thistle  group, 
whose  Portland  Hotel, 
in  Mandiester  recently  pre- 
vented the  Diary — a£l20-a- 
night  resident— from  tak- 
ing two  friends  into  the 
hotel  for  coffee,  on  the 
grounds  that  the  Fire  Pro- 
tection Act  (1971)  expressly 
forbids  such  perilous  activ- 
ity after  11pm.  It  now  ap- 
pears that  there  is  no  such 
law  at  all.  “However."  says 
a fax  from  Julia  Record,  the 
company's  PR,  “each 
hotel’s  duty  manager  uses 
his  or  her  discretion  to 
nestrfctaccess  to  non-resi- 
dents after  1 lpm  in  accor- 
dance with  company  guide- 
lines. ” This  hit  a boot 
discretion  is  very  wounding 
to  the  Diary’s  friends.  We 
hope  to  explore  these  guide- 
lines in  much  greater  detail 
in  the  days  ahead. ^ 

ON  Monday,  the 

Channel  A series.  The 
Greatest  concluded 
that  Britain’s  finest-ever 
sportsman  is  the  decathlete 
Daley  Thompson,  who  sur- 
prisingly pipped  George 
Best  to  the  title.  Congratula- 
tions to  the  decathlete, 
then.  Meanwhile,  according 
to  the  credits,  the  creative 
consultant  for  the  series 
was  Daley  Thompson.  As 
for  those  who  would  like  a 
permanent  memento  of  the 
series,  a book  of  it  is  now 
available  at  £1<L99 — writ- 
ten by  a Mr  Daley 
Thompson.  

CENSORSHIP  visits 
the  newly  privatised 
railways-  An  ad  for 
the  Vegetarian  Society  has 
been  banned  from  all  Rail- 
track  main-line  stations. 

The  poster,  which  featured 
a giant  courgette,  was 
thought  “likely  to  o fiend 
the  travelling  public”.  Rail- 
track  shunts  responsibility 
on  to  its  advertising  con- 
tractor, “We  were  not  con- 
sulted.” said  a spokesman. 
The  courgette  has  now  been 
replaced  by  a huge  chilli 

pepper. 

Newly  widowed 

Stella  Serth  has  been 
convicted  ofa  public- 
order  offence  in  Tasmania. 
Mrs  Serth  has  been  fined 

£200  for  dancing  on  her  hus- 
band’s grave  and  singing 
Who’s  Sorry  Now? 
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"among  the  warmest  and  kin-  , 
dost  to  be  found  anywhere  In 
the  world". 

And  yet  — what  a contrast! 
— some  of  the  Burmese  arc 
among  the  cruellest  and  most 
tyrannical  people  to  be  found 
anywhere  in  the  world.  They 
are  the  members  of  the  State 
Law  nod  Order  Restoration 
Council  (Slorc),  a junta  which 
has  murdered  hundreds  of 
pro-do mocracy  demonstra- 
tors. dismissed  the  result  of  a 
democratic  election  and  last 
week  arrested  238  elected  rep- 
resentatives of  the  National 
League  for  Democracy.  Ear- 
lier this  year,  the  UN  Commis- 
sion on  Human  Rights  sum- 
marised some  of  its  exotie 
achievements:  “Torture,  sum- 
mary and  arbitrary  execu- 
tions. forced  labour,  abuse  of 
women,  politically  motivated 
arrests  and  detention,  forced 
displacement,  important 
restrictions  cm  the  freedoms  of 
expression  and  association 
and  oppression  of  ethnic  and 
religious  minorities." 

Oh.  and  tourism,  of  course. 
In  the  past,  tourists  were  dis- 
couraged from  visiting 
Burma.  Nov,  thanks  to  Store, 
and  its  appetite  for  foreign 
currency,  overseas  visitors 
an  being  tempted  with  "the 
International  year  to  visit 
Myanmar"  (the  junta's  pre- 
ferred name  for  Burma)  and 
invited  to  acquire  what  Aber- 
crombie and  Kent  describe  as 
“magical  memories  in  a for- 
gotten world”. 

Last  year  several  British 


journalists  returned  with 
magical  memories  of  one  sort 
ex'  another  the  memory  of 
chain  gangs  restoring  the  roBd 
to  Mandalay  and  clearing  its 
palace  moat  by  hand:  the 
memory  that  5,000  inhabitants 
had  been  evicted  at  gunpoint 
from  Pagan-  Up  to  200,000  of 
the  Rangoon  poor  had  also 
been  expelled  to  leave  the  city 
fit  for  their  foreign  friends. 

The  journalist  John  Pilger 
discovered  more  forced  la- 
bourers, many  of  them  child- 
ren, making  clay  bricks  on  a 
railway  lira.  He  also  met 
Aung  San  Suu  Kyi.  the  NLD 
leader,  who  asked  tourists  to 
shun  Burma  until  It  becomes 
a democracy 

Tout  operators  and  many 
travel  writers  think  they 
know  better.  A recent  edition 
of  Breakaway.  Radio  4’s 
jaunty  travel  programme,  con- 
cluded with  the  presenter. 
Anne  Gregg,  apparently  agree- 
ing that  tourists  should  feel 
free  to  go  to  Burma.  Two  up- 
todate  guidebooks  to  Burma 

also  consider  slave  Lahour  and 
oppression  no  obstacle  to  tour- 
istic enjoyment.  “Any  visitor 
to  Burma  will  be  spellbound,” 
urges  the  Insight  travel  guide,  i 
Although  the  authors  of  the 
Lonely  Planet  "survival  kit"  , 
have  heard  tell  of  “a  smorgas- 1 
bord  of  dictators,  anti-govern- 
ment rebels,  guerrillas,  insur- 
gents and  assorted 
malcontents",  they  see  no 
reason  why  this  should  deter 
visitors.  On  the  contrary,  they 
learnedly  conclude:  "It  offers  a 


glimpse  of  an  incredibly 
Orwellian  society  . Wo  be- 
Have  — post  more  than  ever  — 
that  the  posiuvfes  oJ  travel  to 

Myanmar  outweigh  the 
negatives.'’ 

Whose  positive?  — those  ctf 
the  travellers  or  the  Burmese? 
Such  tourism  can  scarcely 
give  much  solace,  or  cash,  to 
the  populace,  for  most  Bur- 
mese are  now  ton  scared  to 
talk  to  westerners  As  for  ex- 
panding the  mind.  nw>t  west- 
ern visitors  wiU  ho  m igno- 
rant of  Burmese  culture  that 
their  aesthetic  experiences 
are  unlikely  to  be  more 
refined  than  those  of  the 
Lonely  Pinner  authors, 
revealed  in  this  description  of 
the  Buddhas  at  Pagan:  "Some 
have  huge  heads  and  small 
bodies,  some  husjp  bodies  and 
small  heads 

For  middle-class  tourists, 
fired  by  the  travelogues  of 
Theroux  and  Thubron. 
Chatwtn  and  Rqban.  journeys 


Should  human 
rights  interfere  with 
their  rights  to 
bum  under 
alien  skies? 

to  difficult  and  bewildering 
territory  have  lorn;  been  feats 
to  boost  about;  tokens  of  their 
intrepid  curiosity  and  quest 
for  enlightenment.  The  more 
unkind  or  inhospitable  the 
country,  the  greater  the  gawp- 
ing traveller's  claim  to  open- 
mindedness.  Each  year,  the 
league  tabic  of  touristic 
achievement  changes  to 
favour  the  latest  benighted 
but  sunshiny  land  to  tolerate 
visitors  Our  valiant  globe- 
trotters claim  it  is  no  business 
of  theirs  if  children  are  being 
killed  on  the  streets,  if  the 
place  is  run  by  despots,  if  the 
natives  are  banned  from  tour- 
ist beaches,  or  deprived  of  the 


water  that  fills  swimming 
pools.  Why  should  pesky  ques- 
tions ctf  human  rights  inter- 
fere with  their  ngbi  to  bum 
under  alien  skies  and  arrive 
home  with  droll  anecdotes 
about  gyppy  tummies? 

One  year,  these  adventurers 
Dock  to  Guatemala,  famed  for 
Its  street  children;  the  next  It 
is  Cuba,  land  ctf  Castro  and 
Club  Med;  the  next  China;  and 
now  Iran,  home  of  the  pictur- 
tsque  fatwah.  In  its  introduc- 
tion to  that  ill-natured 
country,  the  Lonely  Planet 
guide  announces:  “Iran  will 
appeal  to  the  genuine  travel- 
ler, rich  or  poor,  who  is  pre- 
pared ...  to  be  open-minded, 
and  to  adapt  to  unfamiliar  cir- 
cumstances." For  Salman 
Rushdie,  should  be  be  open- 
minded  enough,  there  no 
doubt  awaits  a particularly 
warm  welcome  in  traditional 
Iranian  style. 

There  can  be  few  more  gen- 
uine travellers  than  Robyn 
Davidson,  the  author  of  Desert 
Places,  the  transfixing  story  of 
her  attempts  to  live  at  one 
with  the  Rabari  nomads  of 
north-west  India.  Here,  amid 
omnipresent  ordure,  prodding 
fingers,  and  subject  to  the 
utter  incomprehension  of  the 

nomads,  Davidson  repeatedly 
asks  herself  what  on  earth  is 
the  point  af  the  enterprise. 
"Where  was  I?  Why  was  I 
here?”  Her  conclusions  have 
the  ring  of  Horace’s,  reached 
some  time  before:  "They 
change  their  sky,  not  their 
soul,  who  run  across  the  sea.” 

Back  in  London.  Davidson 
has  said  she  now  has  trouble 
with  travel  writing.  "I  think 
perhaps  the  whole  genre 
needs  to  close  ...  we  all  carry' 
a lot  of  cultural  prejudices, 
and  1 just  don't  feel  comfort- 
able with  iL"  Besides,  the 
world  has  been  well-charted; 
nowadays  most  travellers 
bring  back  nothing  more  use- 
ful than  tarnished  jewellery 
from  their  expeditions  into 
the  lands  of  contrast  B seems 
a small  justification  for  such 
callous  curiosity. 


Don’t  waste 
the  last  chance 


The  baby-milk  scare  is  the  latest  manifestation  of  a culture  ill  at  ease  with  ‘progress’ 
and  these  brief  obsessions  distract  us  from  bigger  questions,  argues  John  Vidal 

Be  very  afraid 


iF  It's  May,  we  should 
fear  milk  and  mad 
cows.  In  June,  let’s 
worry  about  water 
(drinking)  and  in  July 
water  (sea).  Don't 
touch  eggs  in  August  Don’t 
breathe  city  air  in  September. 
Be  afraid  of  tailing  sperm 
counts  and  ozone  in  October. 
In  November,  let’s  panic  over 
organo-chlorld  es  and  Ebola.  If 
it*s  December,  it  must  be 
global  scare  time  — warming 
and  acidity. 

In  spring,  we  go  back  to 
salmonella,  hormones  In 
drinking  water,  sick  build- 
ings. bottled  waters,  lead  in 
petrol  and  pesticides  In  car- 
rots. Or  was  it  spuds? 

Every  month  now  brings  at 
least  one  health,  food  or  envi- 
ronmental scare.  They  hit 
randomly  and  keep  reason- 
ably educated  middle-class 
urbanites  in  a semi-perma- 
nent state  of  fear  or  at  least 
jitters.  And  they  share  char- 
acteristics. Each  usually  lasts 
about  four  or  five  days  and  is 
dropped  for  a fresh  one.  We 
like  our  scares  one  at  a time: 
there  is  no  room  in  news 
bulletins  for  two.  A recant 
variation  is  for  a big  scare 
(BSE)  to  mutate  into  a politi- 
cal issue,  so  allowing  a fresh 
scare  — baby  milk  and  plastic 
— to  take  its  place;  people 
then  conveniently  forget  the 
original  problem. 

Today’s  environmental 
problems  are  usually  impossi- 
ble to  see,  and.  are  hard  to 
counter  or  grasp  inteli.ee- i 
tually.  We  take  them  on  trust 
they  may  he  chemical,  geneti- , 
cal,  even  hypothetical  They 
probably  involve  minute  sub- 
stances or  gases  that  have  no 
shape  or  recognisable  charac- 
ter. They  are  doubly  remote 
— the  individual  is  unlikely 
to  be  harmed,  mid  they  origi- 
nate in  scientific  or  techno- 
logical processes  which  even  , 
the  most  educated  individual ; 
cannot  understand. 

Their  potency  lies  in  the  ; 
randomness  with  which  they  : 
arise  and  then  seemingly  dis- 
appear: in  their  multiplicity; , 
In  the  way  they  address  our  i 
most  intimate,  fears;  and  in  1 
the  way  each  seems  to  coo- 
firm  that  the  individual  is  | 
powerless  to  counter  them,  i 
All  together,  they  undermine 
our  relationship  with  nature. 
But  rather  than  hastening  a I 
much-needed  new  respect  for  ! 
the  environment  they  could  | 
be  a.  mq)or  agency  in  its  de-  j 
struction  — because  we  tend 
to  attack  what  we  fear. 

We  respond  to.  these  new 
scares  as  if  we  were  ill  We 
duck  beneath  the  bedclothes 
of  logic  and  rationality  and 
immunise  ourselves  by  adopt- 
ing soothing  and  reassuring 
language  to  describe  our  mal- 
aise. we  call  our  destruction 
of  the  atmospheric  systems 
"global  wanning"  — some- 
thing that  seems  rather'  at- 
tractive when  it  could  mean 
the  end  of  life  as  we  know.  ft. 
We  label  our  insincere  at- 
tempts to  adopt  long-term 
social,  economic  and  environ- 
mental policies  as  “sustain- 
able development’'  — a.  mean- 
ingless phrase  that  effectively 
says  “Don't  bo&er,  ifs  really 
not  important".  Farmers  and 
politicians  ask  us  to  call  .mad 
.cow  disease- "BSE'1  — which 
could  be  confused  with  BST 


i or  BMW.  CFCs  (let  alone 
HCFCs)  do  not  exactly  sound 
as  if  they  could  burn  a hole  in 
the  upper  atmosphere  and j 
thus  mike  us  all  vulnerable 
to  cancer.  We  make  new  life- 
forms  under  the  safe  name  of 
“genetic  engineering”.  Are 
we  even  meant  to  understand 


the  new  ifawar  logic  of  com- 
puter language? 

We  do  everything  we  can  to 
avoid  feeing  up  to  issues 
which  the  youngest  child  can 
grasp,  but  politicians  feel  in- 
capable of  addressing.  It  is  a 
tacit  conspiracy:  everyone 
can  see  something  is  radically 


wrong  with  the  way  we  are 
living,  yet  no  one  seems  to 
want  to  do  anything  about  it 
And  now  we  have  reached  the 
situation  in  OECD  countries 
where  there  is  a real  underly- 
ing. fear  in  society:  people  are 
increasingly  obsessional  in 
their  avoidance  of  anything 


which  has  been  affected  by 
modernity.  It  is  a fear  sot 
previously  known  to  any 
other  society  in  history.  Sci- 
entists. technologists  and  pol- 
iticians. the  architects  of  the 
development  path  we  call 
“progress”,  no  longer  invite 
us  to  fear  death.  They  want  us 
to  fear  life  itself. 

The  great  unknown  was 
once  the  afterlife,  and  we  had 
churches,  resurrections  and 
heavens  to  guide,  succour  and 
comfort  us.  Now  the  un- 
known is  in  yer*  face,  in  the 
present.  The  emperors  of 
science  have  no  clothes,  and 
they  have  not  shown  us 
which  way  to  look. 


THERE  is  a grow- 
ing sense  in 
which  we  are  Dy- 
ing blind  and  that 
our  ignorance  is 
vast.  We  learn 
that  scientists  haven’t  a due 
how  combinations  of  chemi- 
cals may  react  with  each 
other  in  the  atmosphere.  We 
do  not  actually  know  what 
hormone-disrupting  chemi- 
cals do,  or  why  and  how  syn- 
thetic chemicals  are  now 
present  everywhere  or  what 
their  effect  will  be  on  our 
intelligence  or  fertility  in  10 
or  50  years'  time.  We  see  past 
experiments  failing,  and  the 
downside  to  “advances”  ap- 
pearing a generation  after 
their  vaunted  introduction. 

Yet  all  we  hear  is  the  estab- 
lishment bleating  that  we 
should  stiH  trust  scientists  to 
come  up  with  the  answers 
and  allow  them  to  experiment 
in  even  wider  fields  which 
have  even  greater  ramifica- 
tions for  all  human  lives. 

They  seem  to  say:  “Don’t 
mind  us  while  we  redesign 
your  food,  your  air,  your 
water,  agriculture  and  ani- 
mals.” Well  don't  mind  us 
ordinary  people  if  we  are  cyn- 
ical and  fail  to  believe  scien- 
tists’ claims  that  something  Is 
harmless,  or  if  we  don't  show 
much  enthusiasm  when  poli- 
ticians or  technocrats  insist 
they  must  keep  bashing  on 
because  that’s  the  way  of  the 
world.  Or  if  we  resist  when 
they  say  there  is  no  option 
but  to  dump  yet  another  un- 
I tried  product  on  us  while  call- 
ing it  progress  and  choice. 

There  is  a growing  sense  in 
universities  that  science  and 
technology  are  useless  if 
value-free,  taught  and  used 
without  reference  to  ethics  or 
morals.  Growing  dissatisfac- 
tion is  being  articulated 
towards  people  who  do  not 
take  responsibility  for  what 
they  do.  hi  the  spirit  of  an  age 
that  is  both  experimenting 
wildly  with  life  itseV  (because 
it  might  make  a company  big 
bucks)  and  demanding  ac- 
countability, responsibility 
and  a saner  future,  cars  are 
being  defied,  computers 
smashed  and  technology 
questioned  as  never  before. 

It  is  not  Luddism  as  we 
used  to  define  the  word  but  a 
cry  for  a new  accountability. 
The  history  of  environmental 
scares  is  that  Die  next  one  is 
worse  than  the  last  — and 
that  in  the  end  they  are  usu- 
ally proved  to  be  substan- 
tially true.  What  Is  terrifying 
is  that  we  will  get  so  used  to 
them  that  so  one  will  care 
when  they  really  bite. 


Apologias  lb 


Never  say  nuclear 

Paul  Brown  on  the  risks  which  we  choose  to  fear 


BRrriSH  Energy  fails 
to  include  the  N-word 
in  its  name,  and 
barely  mentioned  “nu- 
clear" in  the  advertising 
campaign  for  Its  shares, 
launched  yesterday.  For  the 
words  “nuclear”  and 
“radioactivity”  raise  such 
Irrational  fears  in  so  many 
of  us  that  the  company  wor- 
ries that  they  alone  conld 
put  people  off  buying  a 
stake  in  the  industry. 

Hence  the  new  academic 
subject  of  risk  management 
and  perception,  devoted  to 
understanding  (for 
instance)  why  things  nu- 
clear are  top  of  the  pnblic- 
frightener  list  Govern- 
ments are  particularly  keen 
to  understand  this  new 
science,  in  the  hope  of  con- 
trolling irrational  percep- 
tions — for  as  events  have 
recently  shown,  mistakes 
can  destroy  ministers’ 
credibility. 

So  Car  the  science  has  not 
explained  the  nuclear  reac- 
tion: all  ttknowsls  that  the 
unseen  and  untouchable  na- 
ture of  radioactivity  seems 


to  be  the  key  to  the' per- 
ceived risk.  Yet  smoking 
and  driving,  both  very  real ' 
risks,  are  readily  accepted 
by  many  as  a normal  part  of 
everyday  We- 
lt is  not  that  radioactivity 
Is  without  risk,  but  the  reac- 
tion is  not  proportionate  to 
the  reality,  hi  the  eighties, 
government  plans  to  bury 
nuclear  waste  around  (he 
country  were  repeatedly  de- 
feated. The  risk  was  tiny, 
but  community  protests 
were  huge;  politicians  bad 
to  abandon  plans  because  of  ; 
the  sheer  volume  of  their 
votes.  The  problem  still 
remains  unresolved. 

■"■'■'ABjE  another  example 
I — the  recent  fear  of 
I radioactive  electro- 
magnetic fields.  The 
I chances  of  developing  can- 
< cer  from  living  near  power 
lines  is  so  far  unproven  and 

-certainly  remote;  but  the 
, value  of  homes  near  over- 
head power  cables  plunged 
overnight  after  reports  of  a 
theoretical  connection. . 

The  nuclear  industry  has 


a long  experience  of  these 
issues,  but  has  never  found 
an  answer.  It  initially 
sought  to  tackle  the  prob- 
lem by  avoidance  (changing 
the  name  ofWindscale  to 
SeUafield)  — but  felled.  It 
then  went  into  foil-scale  PR 
and  spent  millions  annu- 
ally. British  Nuclear  Fuels 
opened  a visitors'  centre  at 
Sellafled  to  explain  radio- 
activity. Then  along  caxne- 
ChernobyL  to  many  Justify- 
ing those  irrational  fears. 
Nuclear  Electric  therefore 
changed  Its  name  to  British 
Energy  to  try  to  avoid  the 
stigma  of  radioactivity. 

Back  to  the  real  world, 
there  may  be  good  business 
reasons  to  make  potential 

shareholders  think  care- 
folly  before  making  an  in- 
vestment— rational  ques- 
tions about  its  competitive 
position  compared  with 
other  fuels,  and  about  the 
massive  unsolved  waste  leg- 
acy  .But  the  radioactivity 
issue  will  ensure  that  this 
privatisation  is  not  simply 
about  a product  that  is  per- 
ceived In  rational  terms. 


Mrtchel  McLaughlin 


IAN  Paisley  and  David 
Trimble  have  announced 
that  if  the  Issue  of  constitu- 
tional change  in  the  North  of 
Ireland  is  placed  on  the  negoti- 
ating table,  they  will  with- 
draw from  the  process.  This 
despite  previous  commit- 
ments from  the  British  gov- 
ernment that  no  item  will  be 
precluded  nor  any  outcome 
predetermined.  Dr  Paisley  has 
declared  that  even  is  the 
event  of  another  IRA  ceasefire 
his  part)’  will  not  negotiate 
with  Sinn  Fein. 

Everyone  involved  in  Irish 
politics  accepts  that  the  only 
way  to  achieve  a lasting  agree- 
ment is  through  negotiations. 
The  tragedy  is  that  not  one 
word  af  real  negotiation  has 
taken  place  over  the  past  two 
years  when  an  unprecedented 
opportunity  existed.  Now, 
with  the  “entry  to  negotia- 
tions" elections  on  Thursday, 
the  Irish  and  British  govern- 
ments are  still  deadlocked  on 
details  of  procedure  and 
agenda  and  on  the  issue  ctf 
decommissioning.  All  opinion 
in  Ireland,  apart  from  the 
mainstream  unionist  leader- 
ships, was  that  such  a precon- 
dition would  have  meant  that 
the  ceasefires  would  never 
hare  been  achieved. 

Gerry  Adams,  John  Hume 
and  Albert  Reynolds  all  insist 
that  this  unrealistic  demand 
by  the  British  government  de- 
stroyed the  first  IRA  cessation 
and  makes  redundant  the 
efforts  of  all  who  are  currently 
attempting  to  reconstruct  the 

Irish  peace  process.  It  is  in- 
conceivable that  British  min- 
isters are  so  Ignorant  of  Irish 
history  that  they  believe  an 
act  of  surrender  by  the  IRA  is 
an  option. 

Surely  all  of  our  energies 
should  be  directed  instead  to 
restoring  confidence  to  those 
who  hare  despaired  of  the  po- 
litical process  or  those  who 
may  hare  had  their  views  on 
the  efficacy  of  "armed 
struggle"  reinforced.  All-party 
negotiations  must  now 
address  all  the  social  and  po- 
litical conditions  feat  have 
sustained  division.  The  de- 
commissioning of  weapons  is 
a necessary  and  legitimate 
issue,  and  must  be  resolved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  sides. 
Dialogue  and  negotiations  be- 
tween all  of  the  parties  (and 
governments)  are  the  most 
realistic  means  of  resolving 
these  matters.  However,  the 
Irish  and  British  governments 
have  created  more  problems 
by  imposing  the  elections  as 
the  acKalled  “gateway”  to  ne- 
gotiations, especially  as  the 
proposal  is  ring-fenced  with 
impossible  preconditions.  To 
convince  the  IRA  to  reinstate 
the  cessation  will  require  I 


respect  for  all  the  mandates 
achieved  In  elections  and  ex- 
plicit guarantees  that  the  ne- 
gotiations will  be  inclusive, 
meaningful  and  focused.  The 

resumption  ctf  the  IRA  cam- 
paign has  obviously  created 
new  difficulties  but  responsi- 
bility for  the  continuing  Im- 
passe can  by  no  means  be  laid 
at  the  Sinn  F6in  door. 

The  British  government  has 
so  fer  felled  to  act  with  the 
authority  expected  of  a sover- 
eign government.  The  Prime 
Minister's  political  weakness 
and  his  government's  inertia 
were  the  main  factors  in  con- 
vincing the  IRA  leadership  to 
call  off  their  cessation. 

But  if  Tony  Blair  gains 
power,  what  are  the  prospects 
of  a more  flexible  course? 
Labour's  front-bench  spokes- 
person on  Ireland.  Mo  Mow- 
lezn.  has  been  very  pro-active 
in  assuaging  unionist  fears. 
No  doubt  Tony  Blair  feels  it 
prudent  to  take  out  a similar 
“insurance  policy”  with  the 
unionists.  Labour  hag  empha- 
sised that  no  party  should 
wait  for  Labour  to  embark  on 
a radical  departure  from  Ma- 
jor’s palter.1  Labour's  bi-parti- 
san policy  has  ensured  that 
Ireland  is  the  only  issue  on 
which  Major  and  Blair  have 
had  identical  positions  — 
understandable  if  the  policy 
was  working,  but  harder  to 
justify  when  it  is  not 

There  is  an  alternative  to 
stasis,  if  Blair  were  to  "think 
the  unthinkable"  and  negoti- 
ate a date  for  the  General 
Election  with  Major  unprece- 
dented, but  not  impossible  if 
the  political  will  exists.  Think 
of  the  immediate  benefits. 
Tory  “rebels"  neutralised  on 
Europe  and  on  the  Irish  peace 
process.  A strength  and  au- 
thority bestowed  on  the  Brit- 
ish government  The  Tory 
back-benchers'  and  the  union- 
ists' 'leverage”  on  the  Gov- 
ernment win  be  removed,  and 
the  unionists  will  be  pre- 
vented from  sabotaging  any 
possibility  of  a renewed  IRA 
cessation.  The  Irish,  British 
and  US  governments  would  be 
enabled  to  develop  much  more 
avert  strategies  to  revive  the 
peace  process. 

The  co-operation  between 
the  Government  and  the  oppo- 
sition parties  ensured  the  safe 
passage  last  month  of  the 
“entry  to  negotiations''  legis- 
lation Why  not  extend  the  bi- 
partisan policy  if  it  can  create 
a dynamic  in  Westminster  to 
match  feat  which  already  ex- 
ists in  Ireland? 

Until  all  sides  recognise, 
and  accept,  that  they  cannot 
dictate  on  their  own  exclusi- 
vlst  terms,  nothing  will 
change  for  the  better.  The 
future  of  Ireland  belongs  to  all 
of  our  people.  Sinn  Fein  is 
convinced  that  peace  is  attain- 
able, and  within  months,  if  all 
sides  work  creatively  toward 
it  It  is  an  achievable  goal  not 
a fond  aspiration.  Republicans 
are  ready  for  peace, 

Mltchel  McLaughlin  Is  Sinn 
Fein's  Chairperson.  This  series 
continues  tomorrow. 

• Robert  McCartney  MP 
(yesterday)  Is  leader  of  the  UK 
Unionists 


- A SYSTEM  IN  PRACTICE  FOR  OVER  60  YEARS 

The  Wallguard  ceramic  tube  system  of  damp 
proofing  bas  been  in  use  in  ancient  and  famous  , 
buildings  for  many  years.  A prime  example  is 
Westminster  Abbey  in  which  the  system  was  first 
fitted  • in  1932  — and  was  recently  j 

added  to  by  Wallguard. 

H No  internal  pbsUT 
disturbed 

H Suitable  fer  my  type 
of  wiU  Culih 

B Van  date  available 
in  whue  or  broern 
to  match  wall 

D Ceramic  tubes  tailor 
male  to  Brain' 
thkkaess  ofvrail 


Yon  can  have  tbe  Wtflguard  system  mnalled  in  ynor  borne  m combat  rising  1 
damp  or  icpbce  a conventional  damp  proof  anise  that  has  faded. 

State  V&Rguard  <s  nonnaDy  fitted  (rom  the  otsoide,  internal  wall  surfaces  and 
decoratioiu  need  not  be  dbuibtri  — unless  they  are  already  badly  affected.  | 
Bride,  Stoat,  Granite  etc.  ■ qb..  j 

S&  ’ Whatever  thickness  of  wall 

»e  au>  <&>  <t.  ™yy  , 

Local  AsAotby&BolltSagSodrtTAffrocrd  I 

NO  MAINTENANCE  NO  MESS  NO  FUSS 1 

Also  alk  about  oar  condensation  and  mould  control  sendee. 

WALLGUARD 

YOU’RE  HOME  AND  DRY 
For  farther  details  or  to  arrange  for  a survey 
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!□  My  chemical  injection  bar  faded  □ No  ««riwg  damp  proof  come  1 

Q Coarcommal  damp  proof  come  few  failed  □ Caadauatioa  Control  | 
jO  I would  Site  m riuiinarc  damp  once  and  for  ail  l 
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Send  10:  WALLGUARD,  IREEPOST  MR  I7S7,  MANCHESTER  MI6  BHIL 


10  OBITUARIES 


John  Haycraft 


English  with 
inspiration 


JOHN  Haycraft,  who 
has  died  aged  69, 
was  an  intellectual 
pioneer  off  the  post- 
imperial  age.  He  de- 
vised an  imaginative  Systran 
far  teaching  English  as  a for- 
eign language  which  he  buHt 
up  Into  a network  of  a 100 
affiliated  schools  in  20 
countries,  based  on  his  own 
International  House  in 
London. 

His  career  was  cokrarfUL 
When  he  was  a child  his 

father,  an  officer  in  the  Tnrilan 
army,  was  shot  dead  by  an 
angry  soldier* *-  John  and  his 
younger  brother  Colin  — who 
became  equally  original  as  a 
publisher  before  he  died  two 
years  ago  — were  brought  up 
by  their  mother  on  a small 
pension  But  as  a child  John 
travelled  through  Europe,  be- 
fore being  educated  at  Wel- 
lington and  Oxford.  After  a 
post-graduate  year  at  Yale, 
John  went  oat  to  southern 
Spain  with  Brita,  his  young 
Swedish  wife  and  closest  col- 
league, to  start  an  English- 
language  school.  They  stayed 
there  for  six  adventurous 
years  which  be  later  described 
in  his  book  Babel  In  Spain. 

They  developed  an  original 
approach  to  language-teaching 
which  emphasised  theatrical 
♦whnitpwc  to  dramatise  dull 
grammar  aqd  texts.  Back  in 
London  they  established  a suc- 
cessful school.  International 
House,  arid  started  a special 
teacher-training  course,  the 
first  of  its  fetnd,  to  staff  it 
Hie  chose  young  teachers  for 
their  ability  to  inspire  and 

pnmwnwlwite  as  winrh  ao  for 

academic  qualifications  Hav- 
ing trained  too  many  for  his 
own  school,  he  set  up  lan- 
guage schools  abroad  to  mafeg 
use  of  Item  and  ftim  built  Up 


a network  gf  autonomous 
schools  affiliated  to  his  own 
International  House,  which 
set  rigorous  standards  which, 
guaranteed  its  high  reputa- 
tion. At  the  same  time  he 
fwmme  involved  in  develop- 
ing the  BBC’s  English  By 
Radio  which  extended  new 
teaching  methods  into  a much 
wider  field.  By  the  1970s,  with, 
typical  boldness,  he  had 
moved  the  headquarters  of  In- 
ternational House  into  the 
grand  Piccadilly:  mansion 
’once  occupied  by  Talleyrand 
and  the  St  James’s  Club, 
where  noisy  polyglot  students 
soon  enlivened  the  melan- 
choly of  Mayfair. 

He  retired  as  director-gen- 
eral in- 1990,  whan  he  faced  a 
new  challenge  as  advisor  to 
George  Soros,  the  billionaire 
philanthropist  who  was  fi- 


nancing English  language 
schools  in  Eastern  Europe  — 
which  he  remained  until  lim- 
ited by  a mild  stroke  two 
years  ago. 

Hie  had  many  other  inter- 
ests, reading  widely  and  writ- 
ing books  about  Italy  and 
France,  and  about  his  own 
experiences;  he  had  finished  a 
draft  of  his  autobiography 
shortly  before  he  died. 

Haycraft  had  a range  of  as- 
sets appropriate  to  his  entre- 
preneurial version  of  public 
service.  Hie  projected  a mili- 
tary confidence  with  dipped 
sentences  and  upright  pos- 
ture; while  ha  enjoy  ed  sn  in- 
formal, casual  lifestyle,  and 
his  intellectual  curiosity 
relished  provocative  Ideas. 

He  was  ambitious  in 
expansion  of  language  teach- 
ing, but  he  was  uninterested 
in  money  making  or  formal 
status.  Hie  once  applied  to 
direct  the  British  Council  — 
which  he  would  have 


Lt-Commander  Geoffrey  Hodges 

Defusing  death 
from  the  sky 


Geoffrey  Hodges,  who 
has  died  aged  87.  was 
the  hero  of  an  unjustly 
forgotten  comer  of  the  war- 
time navy  called  Rendering 
Mines  Safe  (RMS)  by  the 
Admiralty  but  the  Suicide 
Squad  by  the  cognoscenti. 

Bomb  disposal  Is  usually 
seen  as  an  army  monopoly, 
but  foe  mine  was  a maritime 
weapon  invented  in  the  Amer- 
ican civil  war.  When  foe 
Luftwaffe  dropped  adapted 
sea-mines  by  parachute  dur- 
ing foe  Blitz,  naval  experts 
were  called  in. 

Hodges  would  not  have 
called  himself  an  expert  when 
be  embarked  on  this  hair-rais- 
ing work  which  demanded 


sustained,  cold  courage  and 
supematuraHy  calm  nerves. 
Seeing  war  coming,  he  joined 
the  Solent  area  Volunteer 
Reserve  (RNVR)  in  1939  for 
the  uniquely  British  reason 
that  he  played  cricket  with  the 
local  commander. 

Mobilised  on  the  outbreak 
of  war,  Hodges  was  more  than 
mildly  surprised  to  find  him- 
self commissioned  a foil  lieu- 
tenant before  he  had  experi- 
enced a single  day's  naval 
training.  After  a few  days 
learning  such  stalls  as  salut- 
ing he  was  posted  to  HMS 
Vernon,  foe  Portsmouth  shore 
establishment  specialising  in 
torpedoes  and  mines.  Three 
weeks  there  ware  enough  to 
make  him  a mine  specialist  in 
foe  eyes  of  a navy  starved  of 
experts  and  engaged  in  a war 
of  improvisation. 

He  travelled  widely  giving 
advice  on  defence  against 
mines  and  experimenting 
with  new  methods,  including 
hare-brained  inventions  such 
as  sending  fish  with  magnets 


attached  into  enemy  offshore 
minefields. 

Hodges  cut  his  teeth  on  con- 
ventional mines  beached  by 
foe  tide,  earning  his  first  men- 
tion in  dispatches  as  early  as 
January  1940.  But  within  days 
of  the  start  of  the  Blitz  foe 
Germans  began  to  drop  para- 
chute mines.  A typical  para- 
chute mine  was  a cylinder 
eight  feet  long  and  two  feet  in 
diameter  weighing  1,500 
pounds,  which  would  swing 
from  side  to  side  until  it 
struck  the  ground  at  4flmph. 
The  slow  descent  was  both  to 
protect  foe  delayed-action  fuse 
and  to  maximise  foe  effect  of 
blast  Even  so,  the  30-second 
fuse  was  often  damaged, 
which  was  where  Hodges  and 
RMS  came  in. 

HE  WAS  called  to  unex- 
ploded  mines  in  downed 
aircraft  as  for  apart  as 
Northern  Ireland  and  foe  Sootr 
tish  Highlands  and  those 
dropped  deliberately  over 
London  suburbs  such  as  Wal- 
thamstow and  Richmond. 
When  a mine  landed  In  a city 
some  case-hardened  members 
of  the  public  would  run 
towards  it  either  because  they 
thought  it  was  a German  air- 
man to  beat  up  or  they  wanted 
the  parachute  silk  for 
clothing. 

When  Hodges's  party  suc- 
ceeded in  defiising  the  Wal- 
thamstow mine,  local  people 
returning  to  their  evacuated 
houses  paused  to  applaud  the 
navy  men.  In  Richmond, 
Hodges  and  his  team  were  at 
work  when  they  heard  the 
fuse  tick.  They  fled  far  enough. 

to  escape  serious  injury  when 
it  went  off  Hodges  and  a cot 
league  who  each  awarded  the 


enlivened  — but  was  too  un- 
conventional to  be  acceptable. 

He  lived  unpretentiously, 
with  Brita,  his  indispensable 
collaborator,  at  Blackheath, 
where  they  brought  up  three 
lively  children,  and  spent  holi- 
days in  a cottage  on  foe  Suf- 
folk coast  where  be  enjoyed 
long  walks,  bohemian  com- 
pany and  competitive  tennis. 

He  had  wide  foreign  friend- 
ships, but  he  remained  loyal 
to  Oxford  friends  with  whom 
he  never  lost  his  boyish  enthu- 
siasm and  curiosity.  He  was 
impatient  of  British  insularity 
and  conservatism,  and  en- 
couraged the  adventurousness 
of  his  young  colleagues  with 
his  infectious  exuberance  and 
sense  of  fim. 

His  remarkable  career 
pointed  the  way  to  a new  kind 
of  British  internationalism, 
with  a dedicated  professional- 
ism m place  ctf  domination.  He 
thus  created  worldwide  links 
for  which  thousands  of  foreign 
students  and  British  teachers 

will  remain  grateful. 


Anthony  Swnpfon 

Altana  GOpfei  of  fha  TEH.  (MR 
of  ttw  School  off  Education, 
Bristol  Untvorsfty,  writ**: 

John  Haycraft  will  be 
mourned  by  all  in  the  world  of 

tesrhfng  TSngHoh  as  a (foreign 

Language.  He  was  a man  of 
the  world,  a traveller,  an 
inspired  and  inspiring 
teacher,  and  probably 
attempted  more  for  the 
profession  of  EFL  than  any 
other  single  person.  Long 
before  codes  of  practice  or 
quality  assurance  were  ever 
heard  of , John  and  Brita  were 
giving  attention  to  fog  detail 
of  students’  well-being  as.  well 
as  their  learning. 

In  the  present  day,  where 


Hodges . . . cold  courage 

bomb  disposer’s  badge  of  cour- 
age, the  George  Medal. 

The  gamekeeper  turned 
poacher  in  1942  when  Hodges 
went  to  the  Mediterranean  to 
sow  mines  from  the  fast  mine- 
layer EDMS  Abdial  — itself 
later  sunk  by  an  enemy  mine. 
He  won  another  mention  in 
dispatches. 

By  now  a lieutenant-com- 
mander and  one  of  the  navy's 
tending  experts  in  his  danger- 
ous field,  Hodges  took  charge 
of  mining  operations  for  foe 
Normandy  invasion  in  June 
1944  and  later  laid  mines  in 
foe  Arctic  to  help  foe  Soviets. 

He  was  educated  at  Win- 
chester and  the  Carnegie  Insti- 
tute in  Dunfermline,  from 
which  he  emerged  with  a 
degree  in  physical  education. 
He  then  returned  to  Winches- 
ter to  teach,  a career  he 
resumed  after  the  war. 

On  his  retirement  from 
Winchester  College  he  became 
education  officer  at  foe  local 
prison.  In  his  spare  time 
Hodges  was  a commited  Angli- 
can, serving  as  sidesman  at 
Winchester  Cathedral.  Hie  also 
became  an  expert  on  antique 
silver.  He  married  Evie  Mar- 
shall in  1937;  they  had  one  son. 


Dan  wan  dor  Vat 


Dedication  in  place  of  domination . . . Haycraft  created  a new  kind  of  British  internationalism 


quality  assurance  can  so  often 
be  reduced  to  (he  mechanistic 
checking  off  of  requirements 
an  . a list,  his  life  shines  like  a 
beacon.  Not  for  him  foe  mere 
provision  of  paper  evidence. 
He  lived  his  work,  he  was  a 
warm  and  approachable 
person,  full  ctf  fun  and  wholly 
dedicated  to  his  life’s  work  in 
promoting  one  of  Britain's 


least  appreciated  exports:  its 
language. 

I flhaiT  remember  him  for 
his  championship  of  the 
teachers  and  foe. students  of 
English  as  a foreign  language, 
in  a country  that  all  but 
ignores  the  major  industry 
that  English  language 
teaching  is,  and  to  which  he 
made  a unique  contribution. 


What  I shall  remember 
John  for  most,  however,  is  not 
his  dedication  to  foe  field  in 
which  I work,  important 
though  font  was.  Ute  many 
others,  I shall  remember  him 
for  his  kindness,  for  his  sense 
of  humour,  fix*  his  urbanity. 
But  most  of  all,  I shall 
remember  him as  someone 
who  had,  as  we  say  in  the 


Geoffrey  Hodges,  bomb  disposal 
expert,  bom  September  8,  1908; 
died  May  6. 1996 


Mary  Perot  Nichols 


FROM  the  1920s  to  foe 
1960s  one  man.  Robert 
Moses,  masterminded 
the  infrastructure  of 
modern  New  York,  city  and 
state.  His  influence  swelled 
with  every  decade,  until  foe 
late  1950s.  Thai  one  woman, 
Mary  Perot  Nichols,  who  has 
died  of  cancer  aged  68,  played 
a key  role  In  a historic  victory 
over  the  great  planner.  While 
Britain  was  enthusiastically 
designing  its  first  motorways. 
Nichols,  a young  journalist  on 
the  dty'8  Village  Voice 
weekly,  was  writing  and  cam- 
paigning against  Moses's 
scheme  for  a highway  through 
Greenwich  Village's  historic 
Washington  Square,  and  foe 
lower  Manhattan  expressway. 

If  foe  United  States  was 
home  of  the  automobile  and 
and  pioneer  of  motorway  bell 
then  It  was  New  York  state, 
under  Moses's  influence,  that 
paved  the  good  Intentions.  Mo- 
ses’s roads  linked  — via  Mo- 
ses's bridges  — Moses-de- 
signed parks  and  reservoirs, 
dams  and  beaches. 

He  revolutionised  and  ini- 
tially enriched  the  lives  of  the 
people  of  the  state.  Yet  by  the 
time  of  the  Washington 
Square  battle,  to  young  jour- 
nalists including  Nichols,  the 
master  planner  was  — as  bis 


biographer  Robert  Caro  wrote 
— “an  arrogant,  dictatorial 
old  man.’* 

Nichols  and  others  pointed 
out  the  cost  of  tin  master 
planner’s  megalomaniacs! 
schemes;  evictions,  blighted 
neighbourhoods,  more  conges- 
tion and  spreading  financial 
and  political  corruption.  The 
local  Tammany  Hail  Demo- 
cratic Party  machine -was  in 
bock  to  Moses,  as  was  Mayor 
Robert  Wagner. 

The  anti-Moses  campaign- 
ers also  sketched  out  the 


shape  of  a politics  to  coxae. 
They  were  young,  often  — but 
not  invariably — middle  class, 
articulate,  and  focused  on 
single-issue  activism.  An  as- 
piring local  politician,  Ed 
Koch,  was  amongst  the 
group's  allies. 

Nichols  herself  was  from  an 
affluent  Philadelphia  family 

and  having  always  wanted  to 
live  in  New  York,  had  no  de- 
sire to  see  Moses  ruin  it-  After 
graduating  from  Swaritamore 
College  in  the  late  1940s  she 
married  and  moved  to  the 


Mary  Nichols . . . battling  a megalomaniac  planner 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  May  29 1996 


Letters  7 / 

Pat  Andrews  inritB?  As  3 teen- 
age theatregoer  at  the  Wind- 
sor Rep.  I could  never  forget 
Patrick  Car^iH  {obituary.  May 
24).  A master  rf  incteive  tim- 
ing and  impeccable  wit  he  - 
played  everything. 

Oscar  Wilde  to  Clifford  Odets, 
from  thrillers  to  .‘high  farce, 
and  his  versatility  astonished 
playgoers  even  in  those  far-off 
1950s. 

If  I had  to  retain  one  mem- 
ory of  him  it  would  be  as  the 
■fonfating,  ruthless  director  in 
Odets’  Winter  Journey.  His 
straight  acting  was  ever?  bit 
as  impressive  $3'  his  gift  for 
comedy.  It  may  sound  hack-  , 
neyed,  but  I always  guessed 
he  would  go  to  the  very  peak 
of  his  'profession.  What  he 
gave  us  was  sbeerdelight  . 

Marty n Berry  writes:  Many, 
like  me,  must  have  been 
deeply  shaken  to  see  Jim  Per- 
rin's obituary  of  Jack  Baines 
(May  24).  It  was  one  of  life’s 
delights  to  receive  Jack’s  lat- 
est catalogue  of  second-hand 
mountaineering  books,  to 
browse  through  tt  (even  if 
occasionally  I bad  to  . grit,  my 
teeth  at  the  mark-up  on  books 
I had  sent  to  him),  and  finally 
to  reach  for  the  telephone. 
Nominally  I was  ordering  a 
book  or  two;  in  reality  it  was 
a chance  to  folk  to  a wise  arid 
witty  Tnari  whose  experience 
of  people  and  places,  as  well 
as  books,  far  outranged  mine, 
whose  concerns  for  the  well- 
being  of  society  were  articu- 
lated crisply,  accurately  and 
without  sentiment,  and  who, 
even  when  arthritis  was 
really  getting  to  him.  never 
failed  to  make  me  laugh  and 
realise  that  -the  world  was 
essentially  a good  place  to  be 
in. 

R J Sitwell  writes : So  who 
directed  the  shower  scene  in 
Alfred  Hitchcock's  Psycho?  It 
seems  highly  likely  that  both 
Saul  Bass  {Richard  Hollis’s 
obituary.  April  27)  and  Hitch- 
cock { Gerald  Kaufman 's  letter. 
May  9)  did. 

It  is  claimed  that  Hitchcock 
was  briefly  ill  during  the 
■film's  shooting  and  that  he 
suggested  Bass  film  some  of 
the  sequence  from  his  own. 
very  detailed  storyboard; 
these  sections  -are  likely  to 
have  featured  the  stand-in 
(used  for  some  of  foe  nude 
shots)  and  not  Janet  Leigh  — 
all  of  whose  scenes  therefore 
may  well  have  been  filmed  by 
Hitchcock  himself. 

The  conundrum  as  to  which 
and  what  proportion  of  foe 
shots  were  made  by  the  direc- 
tor and  which  by  his  “visual 
consultant"  is  unlikely  to  be 
resolved,  and  surely  doesn’t 
really  matter.  As  Hitchcock 
followed  Bass's  storyboard  ex- 
tremely closely  and  often 
found  .the  actual  filming  of 
scenes  extremely  boring,  in 
his  case,  at  least,  “drawing 
some  pictures”  as  Kaufman 
put  it  very  much  does  “a 
director  make". 


north,  “no  edge”.  John  made 
all  of  his  associates  feel 
important  he  had  what  foe 
Spanish  so  charmingly  call 
dondegentes.  He  will  be  much 
missed. 


John  Stacpooje  Haycraft. 
director  international  House, 
bom  December  11, 1926;  died 
May  23, 1996 


city.  Thus  was  Washington 
Square  saved  and.  Tammany 
crippled.1. 

Koch  went  on  to  become 
NYC’s  increasingly  rightwing 
mayor  from  the  1970s  into  the 
1990s.  As  far  Nichols,  she 
remained  with  the  Voice,  cam- 
paigned successfully  against 
the  eviction  of  poet  e e cum- 
mings  from  his  apartment 
took  two  years  off  in  the  1960s 
to  weak  for  the  (briefly)  glam- 
orous mayor  John  Lindsay  — 
who  made  her  “puke"  she  said 
later  — and  then  in  the  mid- 
1970s  was  sacked. 

Koch’s  political  shift 
matched  her  own.  In  1978  she 
was  appointed  by  foe  then 
mayor  to  head  the  city's  radio 
and  television  stations,  and 
with  a two-year  gap  remained 
in  the  post  until  1990.  She  was 
a visiting  journalism  profes- 
sor at  New  York  University  at 
the  time  of  her  death. 

Divorced,  she  leaves  two 
daughters  and  a son.  Hers  was 
not  the  caily  pen  raised  to  save 
that  wonderful  Square,  but  it 
was  a significant  one  — and 
helped  start  a habit 


Hfgol  Fountain 


Mary  Perot  Nichols,  journalist, 
bom  October  15.  1927;  died  May 
21,1996 


Birthdays 


Colin  Amery,  architectural 
writer  and  historian.  52; 
Michael  Berkeley,  com- 
poser. 48;  Sir  Douglas  Black, 
former  chief  scientist  to  the 
Department  of  Health,  83;  Sir 
Christopher  Bland,  chair- 
man, BBC.  58;  Katie  Boyle 
broadcaster.  67;  Rupert  Ever- 
ett, actor.  37;  Eleanor  Fazan, 


opera  and  show  choreogra- 
pher. 66;  Lord  Fraser  of  Car- 
myllie,  Minister  of  State  for 
Scotland.  51;  Lt-Gen  Sir  Mar- 
tin Garrod,  former  Comman- 
dant-General . Royal  Marines, 
61;  Linda  Esther  Gray,  opera 
singer.  48;  Patricia  Harris, 
central  president  The  Moth- 
ers' Union,  57;  Sir  Trevor 


Holdaworth,  pianist  former 
chairman.  National  Power, 
69:  Bob  Hope,  comedian,  93; 
Prof  Robert  Knox,  bacteri- 
ologist 91;  Alan  Langlands, 
chief  executive,  NHS  manage- 
ment executive,  44;  Sir 
James  Marjoribanks,  chair- 
man. Scotland  in  Europe,  85; 
Nanette  Newman,  actress 


and  writer.  57;  Martin  Pipe, 
racehorse  trainer.  51;  Francis 
Rossi,  rock  singer,  47;  Alwfn 
Schockemohle,  showjumper, 
61;  Doug  Scott,  mountaineer, 
55;  Carl  Toms,  stage  de- 
signer. 82;  Prof  Louis  Wain, 
agricultural  scientist  85;  Ian- 
nis Xenakis,  composer,  ar- 
chitect and  engineer.  74. 


Death  Notices 

CAHRUTHERS,  Ian  Doufitao,  Professor  of 
Agrarian  DovcHopmunt  at  Ww  Collegtt 
(London  Umvarattyi.  an  Way  24th  alter  a 
short  tllnora.  Funeral  ssrvtca  a!  Wya 
Church.  10am  May  30th.  followed  by  cre- 
mation at  Bnrtam,  12.00.  No  flaw  ora:  done- 
ferns  lo  Amnesty  International.  99  Rose- 
berry  Avenue.  London  EC1R  ARE. 

HANSON.  May  23rd  suddenly  at  home 
aged  83  year*  Joan  Madge,  retired  Head  of 
English  at  Lawns  Wood  High  School  and 
James  Graham  Collage,  Leeds-  Dearly 
beloved  wtle  of  Die  lots  Professor  Harry 
Hanson,  mother  of  Jenny  and  Dick  and 
grandmottwr  ot  John.  Service  and  crema- 
tion al  Loams  Wood  on  Tuesday.  Ah  June 
at  1pm  Friends  (Haase  accept  Ws  intuna- 
tton.  Roarer*  welcome  or  It  desired  dona- 
tions to  Die  National  Association  at  carers, 
2tV2fl  QtammouM  Yard.  London  EC1A  4JS. 
Jo**1  wnj»  resting  at  Die  Co-operative 
Chapels  of  Rest  Marsh  Lane.  Leeds  9, 
where  Dowers  may  be  sent 

Maiy.  dearly  kwed  widow  t * Donnie  and 
mwher  ot  Tim  Sendee  ot  T1iei*sgivlng  at 
OirMtctwrrh,  Radian  on  Tuesday.  4 June  at 
12.15pm.  following  fondly  Cremation.  Dona- 
fc«ro  to  the  British  Lung  Foundation.  79. 
Hatton  Garden.  London  ECi  8JR. 


it — franefe  aged  at.  Died 
peaceniiry  at  home  on  May  Mth.  His  wife. 
Claire,  and  Children  Tony.  Deborah, 
Andrew  and  Giles.  Invite  stl  his  (rfemfe  to  a 
ceHJbraBpn  ot  his  life  at  Worcester  Friend* 
Mowing  House  on  June  Sth  at  3pm.  Please 
ram  ember  Reginald,  not  with  flower*  but-H 
rouwtttvwtih  a donation  to  Wafer  Aid  or 
SL  Richard's  Hospice.  Worcester. 
WALOIT,  Dmftri,  beloved  husband  ot  Gre- 
[eland  brother  ot  Nadia,  bDier  or  Nicholas. 


In  Memoriam 


FTTTGERALD, 

on  SBOt  N 
bar  1968. 


Births 

Vivienne  and  Pbdrcdg 
40  wwwunce  xna  btnh  at  horn 
So/canUn**  an  ^ Ua*  A tew*¥  brother 

J5I?  “jwwwement  telephone 

0171  713  49S7.  Fa*  0171  713  *129 
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Jackdaw 


Charles  III 

CHORUS:  For  now  sad 
Charles  unto  the  throne  is 

come. 

First  his  drunk  gran  dam  fell 
down  inaflt  and  died. 

And  then  asennight later  his 
Mother  Queen 
Bit  by  a rabid  Corgi  ran 
naked  through  the  streets. 
Froth’d  at  the  mouth  and 
breath’d  her  last 
So  Charles  was  crown’d,-  but 
now  the  angry  mob 
Demand  that  he  he  brought  to 
Tyburn  Tree — 

Such  is  the  curse  on  all  odd- 
numbered  Charles’ 

Scene  LA  heath 
CHARLES;  To  role  or  not  to 
rule,  that  is  the  question. 


To  suffer  the  slings  and  ar- 
rows of  fo'  outraged  mob. 
Or  to  take  arms  against  the 
working  class 

And  reign  as  fascist  Edward 
hoped  to  do. 

No  w stray  I lonely  on  the 
heath, 

Lonelier  than  Lear,  for  Lear 
had  there  his  fool; 

There’s  none  so  foolish  as  to 
stand  by  me. 

A fool!  A Fool!  My  Kingdom 
for  a Fool! 

Enter  foe  ChiefMlnister, 
Blair 

BLAIR:  Hail  Majesty!  I hum- 
bly kiss  your  foot 
Or  any  other  body-part  you 
may  present 

Though  all  desert,  yet  will  I 
stay  true. 

Let  votere  flock  to  the  Repub- 
lic's flag. 

None  in  my  party  shall  of 
Kingship  doubt 
lan  Birchall  in  the  New 
Statesman  gines  us  an  excerpt 
from  a new  Shakespeare  play. 

Rubber  online 

IT’S  easy  to  send  gifts  from 
Condom  Country.  Just  follow 
these  steps. 

• Sign  In  with  an  existing 


account  or  Establish  a New 
Account  as  yourself. 

• Browse  our  catalogue  and 
place  the  gift  items  in  your 
shopping  bag. 

• Enter  the  Check  Out  lane. 

• Choose  from  our  gift  fea- 
tures. You  can  add  a note  to 
the  shipment,  remove  the 
prices  from  the  invoice,  and 
even  send  the  the  gift 
anonymously. 

• Tefl  us  how  you  are  going 
to  pay  for  it 

Condom  Country  Catalogue 
Trojan  Condoms:  America's 
Nb.l  brand. 

Levi’s.  Old  Spice.  Harley 

Davidson.  Trojan. 

The  Trajan  condom  is  a 
timeless  American  classic. 
Used  by  your  father  arai  older 
brother,  the  Enz  and  the 
ribbed  are  foe  grandaddy  of 
all  condoms-trted  and  true,  al- 
ways ready  for  the  roughest 
action  and  foe  toughest  tours 
of  duty.  The  Very  Sensitive  is  ■ 
designed  to  give  you  maxi- 
mum pleasure  and  maximum 
protection. 

Rst  this  is  not  your  Father’s 
old  Trojan.  Check  out  the  new 
Ultra  texture.  It’s  textured 
with  spirals  on  the  outside  and 
microdots  on  the  inside,  for 


mutual  pleasure.  The  Very 
Sensitive  model  features  a 
custom  designed  shape,  ideal 
for  providing  the  wearer  with 
maximum  sensation.  And  the 
Trojan  Assortment  Pack  is 
great  for  those  who  don't  want 
to  have  to  choose  between  Tro- 
jan’s best-selling  brands  or 
just  want  a little  variety  from 
their  day-to-day  condom  use. 

Trojan.  Get  back  to  the 
basics. 

No  more  mumbled  words  at  the 
counter  with  Condom  Country 
online . Trojans  are  just  one  of 
the  many  condoms  on  offer. 
http:/  / wwwxondom.com 

Good  moves 

THE  Daily  Exercises 

1.  A good  eye  exercise — see 
the  everlasting  beauty  in 
human  kindness. 

2.  A good  tongue  exercise — 
speak  from  the  heart  instead 
of  the  mouth. 

3.  A good  facial  exercise — a 
smile  often  repeated. 

4.  Hearing  exercise — think 
only  constructive  thoughts. 
Good  reading  is  to  the  mind 
what  exercise  is  to  the  body. 

6.  Leg  exercise  — walk 
toward  knowledge,  wisdom. 


health,  and  brotherhood  of 
all  men. 

7.  Breathing  exercise — in- 
hale the  great  works  of  art 
literature  and  philosophy. 
Exhale  negative  thoughts. 

8.  Strength  exercise  — have 
the  strength  to  endure  when 
things  are  unendurable,  to 
pass  the  next  test  after  failing- 
the  recent  one. 

George  Elferman , former  Mr 
America  and  Mr  Universe, 
with  his  rips  in  attaining  the 
body  beautiful.  Body  Build- 
ing 

Dream  plot 

THE  subconclous  mind 
never  sleeps;  the  creative  pro- 
cess never  stops.  If  you're  a 
writer,  that  means  you  can 
"write”  while  you  sleep.  The 
key  to  achieving  tills  seem- 
ingly unbelievable  feat  lies  in 
knowing  trow  to  make  the 
most  of  a very  natural  sleep 
phenomenon — dreaming.  If 
you  plan  your  dreams  care- 
fully. they  will  direct  you  to 
foe  writers  life  that  you  want 
for  yourself. 

Let's  say  the  main  charac- 
ter in  your  story  doesn't  yet 
seem  like  a real  person  to 


you.  Plan  a dream  about  her. 
To  prepare  for  the  dream, 
write  a description  in  your 
notebook  of  foe  character’s 
personality,  physical  traits, 
tastes  in  music  and  art — 
whatever  unique  charcteris- 
ties  you  intend  to  give  her.  As 
you’re  dropping  off  to  sleep, 
think  about  your  main  char- 
acter and  five  ofher  physical 
and  personality  traits.  How 
does  She  look?  What  colour 
are  her  dyes  and  hair?  Give 


New  Statesman;  kingly  verse 


V- 


yourself  the  following  sug- 
gestion ten  times:  “In  my 
dream,  rn  see  ******,  the 
main  character  in  my  story. 
I'll  picture  her  face,  see  her  in 
action,  and  remember  all  the 
details  of  the  dream.”  Drop 
off  to  sleep. 

When  you  wake  up  the  next 
morning,  keep  your  eyes 
closed.  Let  the  images  that 
filled  your  mind  during  the 

dream  return.  Then  write 

down  everything  you  can 
remember. 

Your  dreams  can  also  help 
you  wifo  foe  pilot  Your 
dreams  can  help  you  with 
realistic  options  and  spicy 
subplots  for  your  story. 

Before  going  to  sleep,  give 
yourself  the  following  sugges- 
tion ten  times:  "The  storv 
wfli  be  completed  in  my  ‘ 
dream,  it  will  be  like  watch- 
ing a movie." 

Elisabeth  Irvin  Ross  advises 
on  writer’s  block  in  Harpers. 

Good  stock 

-ISf0  ?°F*  to  usual  thing, 
wntmg  to  lots  of  actors  beg- 
ging money,  but  got  nowhere. 
They  were  very  kind  and  en- 
couraging  but  obviously  they 


get  bombarded  with  them.  So 
I had  to  get  to  think  of  some- 
thing which  would  be  noticed 
and  came  up  with  the  idea  of 
making  myself  into  a limited 
company  ” 

There  are  100  shares  avail- 
able in  Caroline  liana  at  £100 
each.  At  her  first  annual  gen- 
eral meeting  it  will  be  decided 
how  much  Caroline  afantiri 
take  from  her.  company  as 
wages  and  ther&st  will  be 

distributed  amongst 
shareholders. 

Celebrities  who  have  been 
persuaded  to  part  with  their 

sgsffisjsr1' 

Gielgud,  CameronMaddn- 
tosh.  Andrew  Lloyd  Webber, 
Emma  Thompson.  Ben  Elton, 
Bob  Hoskins,  Richard  Wil- 
son,  and  Hayiey  Mills. 

Student  grant  ideas  in  The 
Stage.  . 

Jackdaw  wants  your  jewels.  j& 

mail  }ackdaj/H{igj  in  rrlirrrj. 

.co.akjax  oi 71-713 4866:  Jack- 
daw. The  Guardian.  119 
FaningdonRoad,  London 
ECIR3ER. 


Emily  Sheffield 
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Firm  n vGuard  i an 


Another  former  director  pays  the  price  for  his  part  in  bank’s  £1  biilion  collapse 


City  expels  Barings  chief 


Dan  Atkinson 


A SECOND  former 
top  director  of  the 
Barings  financial 
empire  has  been 
expelled  from  the 
City  for  his  role  in  the  bank's 
near-n  billion  collapse  last 
year,  it  emerged  yesterday. 

Geoffrey  Broadhurst  faces  a 
£10,000  bill  for  costs  and  is 
prohibited  from  working  in 
broking  or  merchant  banking 
until  at  least  1999. 

Beyond  that  date,  he  can 
apply  for  readmittance,  but 
there  is  no  guarantee  regula- 
tors will  allow  him  to  return 


Mr  Broadhurst  is  one  of  nine 
facing  disciplinary  action  for 
failing  to  control  “rugiu* 
trailer"  Nick  Union's  wild 
gambles  on  fmann.-i!  markets. 

The  severity  of  his  punish- 
ment may  be  partly  related  lo 
the  fact  that,  according  to  a 
Bonk  of  England  report,  he 
should  have  known  returns 
made  to  regulators  were  inac- 
curate and  he  tnuk  [i-'irt  in  a 
roiiuesl  to  auditor'  tu  f.rnure  n 
suspect  transaction. 

On  May  7.  tin?  Securities 
and  Futures  Authority  (SFAi, 
which  polices  Exchange- lusetl 
businesses.  expeJVil  ihrnwr 
Baring  Investment  Bank  chief 
executive  Peter  Norris  I rum 


tlir  City  for  three  years  and 
rhnrenl  him  £lu.ono  costs. 
Yesterday.  It  announced  an 
identical  penalty  for  Mr 
Broadhurst.  who  was  for- 
merly finance  director  of  the 
investment -bank  subsidury. 

Tin*  SKA  mid  Mr  Broad- 
hurst  liad  failed  to  act  with 
"due  skill,  care  and  dili- 
gence". hi  particular,  he  h»l 
tilled  to  check  on  the  top-up 
money  requested  by  Leeson's 
chronically  inssmaklng  Singa- 
pon*  offshoot;  in?  failed  prop- 
erly to  record  this  money  and 
he  failed  between  January  3U 
anil  February  IM.  1905.  tn  in- 
vestigate ;ind  act  upon  a £50 
million  “rogue  transaction” 


on  the  books  of  Leeson's 
operation 

Lee  son  was  given  a six-nnd- 
a- half-year  jail  senlcntcntv  m 
Singapore  for  offences  iu  con- 
nection wltli  the  collapse.  On 
March  15.  the  SFA.  which  had 
been  investigating  the  Barings 
collapse  from  March  1995  an- 
nounced it  had  begun  proceed- 
ings against  “a  number  of  per 
sons'*,  thought  to  total  nine. 

The  SFA  said  former  chair- 
man Peter  Baring  and  his  dep- 
uty, Andrew  Tuckey,  would 
not  face  action  because  they 
had  assured  the  agency  they 
would  never  again  seek  senior 
City  positions 

On  May  7.  tfr1  SFA  an- 


nounmi  its  penally  aeainst 
Mr  Norri'a,  follow***!  by  yester- 
day’s nniwuiU-tlKCI  regard- 
inq  Mr  Broad  hur-7 

Of  the  remaining  seven.  Ian 
Hopkins.  former  head  of  group 
treasury  and  risk,  hat  rejected 
all  charges  against  him.  claim- 
ing it  was  he  who  blew  the 
Whistle  Oil  Levs: ill 

Another.  Ron  Baker,  former 
head  of  the  firvuiri.il  prolucls 
;Toup,  is  urulerstood  r*>  be?  go 
ing  through  dv*  appi.-ids  sys- 
tem. 

Mr  Broad!: ur  t was  rrin- 
eisi*d  m the  July  IWG  n.’pon 
into  Barings  of  t-V-  Brc.rd  of 
[Jinking  Supervision.  It  said 
lie  and  other  senior  crfficers 


faded  to  act  on  a summer  1994 
internal  Barings  report  sug- 
gi.'sting  a tightening  of  con- 
aroLs  in  Smgapore. 

Furtltcrtnoiv.  he  was  one  of 
Ulus*-  who  foiled  to  control  the 
top-up  payments,  and  shared 
the  bias  no  for  the  “serious  fail- 
ure" of  top  brass  in  London 
ever  to  investigate  how  Lee- 
son's  operation  could  be  mak- 
ing the  sort  of  profits  it  was 
claiming 

The  report  said  he  shared 
responsibility  for  failing  to  act 
quickly  to  find  the  truth  be- 
hind list*  rogue  transaction 
picked  vp  m February  19S5  by 
the  Singapore  office  of  accaaun- 
f.»n:  s Cu*:»pers  i:  Lybrand. 


Public  to 
get  30pc 
in  nuclear 


sell-off 


Chris  Barrie 


THE  public  is  to  be  offered 
at  least  30  per  cent  iff  the 
shares  in  the  nuclear  in- 
dustry with  the  promise  of  a 
dividend  four  months  after  its 
privatisation  in  July,  govern- 
ment advisers  said  yesterday. 

As  a £4  million  advertising 
campaign  for  British  Energy 
got  under  way  this  week,  the 
Government  took  the  wraps 
off  what  is  likely  to  be  its  last 
big  sell-off  before  the  election. 

The  press  and  television  ad- 
vertising campaign,  which  in- 
cludes the  tag  line  “A  final 
burst  of  energy”,  uses  pic- 
tures of  athletes  and'  includes 
discreet  references  to  nuclear 
power.  As  with  Railtrack,  the 
marketing  is  aimed  at  inves- 
tors who  have  already  bought 
shares  through  government 
offers.  The  public  offer  will  be 
at  a discount  to  the  price  paid 
by  institutions,  with  the 
shares  to  be  paid  for  in  two 
instalments,  each  in  a differ- 
ent tax  year. 

To  sweeten  the  offer  fur- 
ther, British  Energy  will  fore- 
cast dividends  for  both  the 
half-year  and  full-year,  allow- 
ing investors  to  be  certain  of 
two  first-year  payouts. 

The  public  must  register 
with  a share  shop  to  qualify 
for  incentives  and  preference. 
Some  10,000  high-street  out- 
lets are  acting  as  share  shops, 
including  banks,  building 
societies  and  stockbrokers. 
Registrations  began 
yesterday. 

Although  British  Energy 
and  the  Government  have  yet 
to  finalise  the  size  of  the  offer, 
it  is  likely  that  all  of  the  com- 
pany will  be  sold.  The  final 
value  will  depend  on  an  inter- 
national tender  offer  to  insti- 
tutions, but  is  likely  to  range 
from  £1.5  billion  to  £2  billion. 

Tom  Reid,  a director  at  bro- 
kers BZW,  which  is  advising 
the  Government  on  the  sale, 
said  institutional  interest  had 
been  “very  favourable". 

Labour  called  for  the  sale  to 
be  abandoned.  Shadow  ener- 
gy spokesman  John  Battle 
dismissed  the  sell-off  as  a 
"desperate  dash  for  cash”  and 
a bad  deal  for  the  taxpayer. 

British  Energy’s  pathfinder 
prospectus,  which  reveals 
crucial  fjrmrir.tat  information 
about  the  company,  win  be 
published  on  June  10  and 
dealings  in  the  shares  are  due 
to  start  in  mid-July. 

• Unions  representing  nu- 
clear industry  staff  met  man- 
agers last  night  to  urge  them 
to  increase  this  year's  3i>  per 
cent  pay  offer  amid  indica- 
tions that  the  workforce  bad 
balloted  to  reject  the  offer  by 
nine  to  one. 


PHOTOGRAPH  ROBIN  COOK 


Setting  agenda . . . Shadow  foreign  secretary  Robin  Cook  watches  Peter  Mandelson  MP  chair  Opposition’s  conference 

Labour  unveils  six-point  plan  for  Europe 


Michael  White 


Labour  yesterday  set 
out  a six-point  blueprint 
for  replacing  Britain’s 
“odd-man -out"  role  inside  the 
European  Union. 

It  called  for  a positive  ap- 
proach to  strengthening  an 
enlarged  single  market,  re- 
forming the  EU  budget  and 
tackling  chronic  job  insecu- 
rity in  ways  that  would  bene- 


fit both  business  and  work- 
ers. 

Ahead  of  the  CBrs  Business 
in  Europe  Week,  Robin  Cook, 
the  shadow  foreign  secretary 
said  New  Labour  will  urge 
adopted  candidates  to  discuss 
ways  of  improving  the  work- 
ings of  the  EU  with  their  local 
chambers  of  commerce. 

Determined  to  stress  the 
Prime  Minister’s  increasingly 
negative  stance  during  the 
beef  crisis  Mr  C-odk  high- 


lighted the  need  to: 

• push  ahead  with  extending 
the  single  market,  especially 
in  sectors  of  British  strength 
like  telecommunications,  en- 
ergy and  biotechnology  as 
well  as  deepening  it  via  better 
enforcement  of  the  rules  and 
the  prevention  of  “new  trade 
barriers”; 

• fester  integration  of  the 
economies  of  up  to  12  appli- 
cant states  with  100  million 
potential  new  consumers, 


along  with  reforms  to  make  a 
30-strong  EU  work  better; 

• reform  of  the  huge  com- 
mon agricultural  policy 
(CAP)  budget  to  reflect  indus- 
trial priorities  and  enlarge- 
ment to  the  East,  plus  a drive 
against  fraud; 

• adoption  of  a co-ordinated 
EU-wide  strategy*  to  combat 
unemployment,  boost  invest- 
ment and  improve  both  trans- 
port and  financial  infra- 
structure, not  least  via 


a European  Recovery  Fund; 

• British  adhesion  to  the 
Social  Chapter,  but  only  on  a 
"realistic  timetable”  for  im- 
plementing its  standards, 
agreed  with  industry  to  avoid 
loss  of  competitiveness; 

• and  improvement  of  the 
machinery  of  EU  government, 
including  greater  legislative 
openness,  reform  of  the  vot- 
ing system  and  extension  of 
qualified  majority  voting 
(QMYj  where  appropriate. 


NatWest  set  to  offload  3i  stake  for  £460m 


Patrick  Donovan 
City  Editor 


NATWEST  Group  is 
cashing  in  on  the 
strength  of  3i  shares. 
It  announced  yesterday 
that  it  was  considering  sell- 
ing its  near-18  per  cent 
stake  in  the  venture  capital 
firm  . in  an  estimated 
£460  million  deal. 

The  proposed  sale,  which 
will  make  NatWest  the 
third  leading  bank  to  sell 
off  its  bolding  in  31  since 
the  company  was  floated 
nearly  two  years  ago, 


would  be  marketed  directly 
to  Institutional  investors. 

But  private  investors 
could  also  be  given  the 
chance  to  pick  up  shares 
through  financial 

intermediaries. 

The  deal  represents  yet 
another- step  in  NatWest’s 
drive  to  concentrate  on  the 
three  main  areas  of  its  in- 
vestment basking  and 
broking  operations;  retail 
banking  and  the  up-market 
Coutta  network. 

It  comes  just  weeks  after 
NatWest  completed  the 
£2  billion  sale  of  its  Ban- 
corp retail  operation  in  the 


US,  making  the  group  one 
of  the  most  cash-rich  insti- 
tutions in  the  City. 

A NatWest  spokesman 
said  It  was  looking  to  divest 
its  31  stake  because  it  was 
not  a strategic  holding. 

NatWest,  the  3i  group’s 
largest  single  shareholder, 
is  understood  to  have  made 
its  intention  to  sell  public 
to  pre-empt  market 
rumours  that  could  have 
destabilised  the  share 
price.  Shares  in  3i  dived 
I5p  on  the  news  to  452p, 
which  compares  with  a 
year’s  low  of 400p. 

The  proposed  sale  follows 


similar  moves  by  other 
banks  that  have  held  stakes 
in  3i  since  it  was  set  up  to 
act  as  a “seed-corn”  pro- 
vider of  finance  to  small 
businesses  in  1945.  Lloyds 
and  Midland  have  sold  9 
per  cent  and  8 per  cent 
holdings  respectively. 

Remaining  banks  with 
shares  in  31  include  Bar- 
clays. which  has  a 5JS  per 
cent  stake,  and  the  Bank  of 
Scotland  with  2.3  per  cent. 
A Barclays  spokeswoman 
said  it  had  no  Immediate 
plans  to  selL 

Meanwhile,  31  said  yes- 
terday the  proposed  sale  of 


the  NatWest  stake  was 
being  viewed  “very  posi- 
tively. This  is  a good  oppor- 
tunity to  increase  liquidity 
and  to  attract  new 
shareholders”. 

The  company  is  one  of 
Britain’s  biggest  venture 
capital  concerns,  last  year 
investing  more  than 
£530  million  in  more  than 
SCO  different  businesses  in 
Britain  and  Europe. 

It  has  also  been  increas- 
ingly active  in  Asia  Pacific 
and  was  earlier  this  year 
Involved  in  a management 
buy-out  with  the  Industrial 
Bank  of  Japan. 


British  Airways  to  buy  Boeing’s  biggest 


Mark  Tran  In  New  York 


■JRTTISH  Airways  is  under- 
IDstood  to  have  ordered  as 
many  as  30  of  Boeing's  largest 
aircraft  in  a deal  valued  at 
more  than  $4.2  billion. 
(£2.8  billion). 

BA  has  already  ordered  15 
Boeing  777s,  each  with  seat- 
ing capacity  for  300  people. 

The  latest  batch  will  in- 
clude another  15  777s  and  15 
440-seat  747s.  BA  operates 
about  200  Boeing  aircraft. 


Boeing  has  had  an  extraor- 
dinary streak  recently.  It  suf- 
fered a setback  in  China, 
where  the  authorities  ordered 
some  planes  from  European 
rival  Airbus  amid  growing 
trade  and  political  tension  be- 
tween Beijing  and  Washing- 
ton. Nevertheless,  Boeing  has 
outdistanced  Airbus  in  recent 
competition  with  the  help  of 
other  big  orders  in  Asia. 

Boeing  also  expects  to 
receive  a $3  billion  (£2  billion) 
order  from  United  Airlines, 
including  15  of  Che  777s. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Australia  1.8425 
AiaHa  15S2 
Belgium  4&50 
Canada  2J025 
Cyprus  0.5350 
Denmark  8.70 
Finland  7.W 


France  7.83 
Germany  22650 
Greece  380.00 
Hong  Kong  11.39 

India  53.70 
Ireland  0.94 
Israel  494 


Italy  2.312 
UahaO-M 

Netherlands  2.5350 
New  Zealand  2 IS 
Norway  9.74 
Portugal  233.00 
Saudi  Arabia  5.63 


S/ngBporeZOd 
Scum  Africa  6 41 
Spain  188.25 
Sweden  .10.17 
5M»eMand  185S 
Turkey  113.446 
USA  1.4750 


Sopaitwd  Of  NaflVasr  Sank  rexcJUtfrng  mmm  mpoo  ana  wraett 
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BA  is  likely  to  shop  with 
Boeing  again  os  it  is  seen  as  a 
customer  for  upgraded  ver- 
sions of  the  747.  These  planes, 
which  can  fly  further  and 
carry  more  passengers,  will 
be  available  later  this  year. 
BA  has  been  among  the  most 
aggressive  carriers  — press- 
ing manufacturers  to  build 
bigger  planes,  partly  to  help 
reduce  . congestion  at 
Heathrow. 

While  neither  BA  nor  Boeing 
would  confirm  reports  of  the 
latest  order.  Wall  Street  gave 
its  thumbs  up  with  shares  in 
Boeing  rising  $1W  to  almost 
?85*/».  These  latest  orders 
should  help  Boeing  to  a strong 
second  quarter.  In  the  first 
three  months,  its  profits 
slumped  more  than  n third  to 
S119  million  (£79.3  million)  from 

a year  ago. 
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1 ,000  jobs  at  risk  as  west  country  dairy  goes  under 


PauflnsSpringett 
and  Tony  May 


A THOUSAND  dairy  jobs  in 
the  west  country  were  at 
risk  last  night  after  Cricket  St 
Thomas  Dairies,  based  in 
Somerset,  went  into  adminis- 
tration with  debts  of  around 

£40  million. 

The  company  — which  em- 
ploys 400  staff  at  its  main 
dairy  with  the  remaining  600 
at  36  depots  throughout  Som- 
erset, Devon  and  Dorset  — 
had  over-extended  itself  by 
rushing  into  a series  of  acqui- 
sitions. The  dairy  uses  600,000 
litres  of  cows  milk  each  day  to 
supply  milk  and  cream  prod- 
ucts through  shops  and  door- 
to-door  services. 

The  bleak  job-loss  news  was 
offset  by  an  announcement 


from  brewer  Whitbread, 
which  is  expanding  its  na- 
tionwide chain  of  family  pubs 
and  creating  2,700  jobs. 

A spokesman  for  Cricket's 
administrators  Arthur  An- 
dersen said  the  atm  was  to  try 
to  carry  on  trading.  A credi- 
tors meeting  will  be  held  in 
three  months. 

Russell  Comer,  head  of  the 
Somerset  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  Industry,  said  toe 
dairy  was  a major  employer 
in  the  area  “It  would  be  a 
great  shame  if  it  was  not 
saved.  It  is  well  known  and 
has  served  the  area  well  and 
faithfully  for  many  years.” 

Murdoch  McRiflop,  one  of 
the  administrators,  said  that 
the  dairy  had  found  it  more 
complex  and  time-consuming 
than  expected  to  consolidate 
its  acquisitions. 


Whitbread,  meanwhile,  an- 
nounced it  is  investing 
£105  million  to  open  70  so- 
called  family  pubs.  The  group 
is  to  open  52  Brewers  Fayre 
pub  restaurants  plus  20  Fam- 
ily Inns,  developed  from  exist- 
ing public  houses. 

Some  established  focal  pubs 
will  be  developed  into  Family 
Inns,  which  will  keep  their 
original  public  bar  to  help 
retain  regular  drinkers.  How- 
ever. they  will  also  feature 
family  eating  and  drinking 
areas  with  • children’s 
entertainment 

In  contrast  most  of  the 
Brewers  Fayres  will  be  built 
on  greenfield  sites  within  five 

minutes  of  motorways.  Of  the 
52.  17  trill  have  a Travel  Inn 
and  a budget  hotel,  while 
many  will  also  offer  a large 
indoor  children’s  play  area. 


Notebook 


Mixing  utilities 
would  be  mistake 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 

IMAGINE  the  brouhaha  if  a 
power  group  from  south  of 
the  border  — say  the  East- 
ern Group  — were  to  make  a 
bid  for  Scottish  Power  or  the 
water  authorities  in  Scotland, 
which  are  still  in  municipal 
hands.  The  politicians  would 
never  wear  it 

The  Scottish  Secretary 
Michael  Forsyth  has  effec- 
tively warned  English  ma- 
rauders against  boarding  the 
Bank  of  Scotland,  now  that 
Standard  Life  is  considering 
the  sale  of  its  stake.  And  the 
British  Energy  privatisation, 
which  moved  down  the  slip- 
way yesterday,  has  been 
structured  so  that  its  corpo- 
rate headquarters  are  in 
Edinburgh. 

Such  is  the  power  of  the 
Scottish  business  and  politi- 
cal lobby  wben  it  comes  to  de- 
fending its  interests. 

However,  if  you  happen  to 
be  Southern  Water  pic.  based 
in  Tory  Worthing,  there  Is  no 
one  to  protect  the  company 
from  the  Braveheart- style 
conquerors,  who  are  able  to 
use  their  Scottish  origins  to 
do  everything  from  which 
other  utilities  would  be  pre- 
vented. 

Scottish  Power  is  the  only 
generator  which  has  a huge 
home  market  through  an  inte- 
grated distribution  company. 
The  two  English-based  gen- 
erators, National  Power  and 
PowerGen.  were  blocked  by 
the  Government  from  doing 
precisely  this.  Indeed,  not 
only  has  Scottish  Power  its 
own  distribution  in  Scotland 
it  also  has  bought  Man  web, 
allowing  it  a farther  advan- 
tage. 

The  goal  of  Scottish  Power, 
with  its  over-generous  offer 
price  of  £1.56  billion,  is  to  use 
the  Southern  Water  franchise 
as  a billing  and  supply  base 
for  distributing  electricity 
and  maybe  gas  as  competition 
opens  in  the  energy  market. 

The  87  per  cent  premium  to 
Southern  Water's  quoted 
price  also  suggests  that  Scot- 
tish Power  has  excess  profits 
and  capital;  although  the 
early  evidence  from  the  open- 
ing of  the  gas  market  in  the 
South-west  suggests  that 
tempting  customers  away 
from  the  their  traditional  util- 
ity suppliers  is  more  difficult 
than  the  marketing  directors 
may  believe. 

It  may  well  be,  of  course, 
that  Scottish  Power  will  be 
trumped  by  Southern  Electric 
of  Maidenhead,  the  preferred 
suitor.  Certainly,  that  makes 
some  regional  and  economic 
sense,  although  it  may  prove 
to  be  less  titan  advantageous 
for  tiie  workforces  in  the  new 
Southern  super-utility  who 
could  find  their  jobs  less  se- 
cure, and  terms  and  condi- 
tions changed  as  has  been 
seen  at  United  Utilities. 

The  case  for  a Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission 
referral  of  the  Scottish  Power 
bid  — eloquently  made  by 
John  Redwood  MP  — is  over- 


whelming. Scottish  Power  ap- 
pears to  be  taking  advantage 
of  the  small  political  window 
before  an  election  to  consoli- 
date its  hold  over  power  and 
water  supply  in  the  UK. 

Creating,  new  powerful  mo- 
nopolies was  not  the  objective 
of  privatisation  of  the  elec- 
tricity or  the  water  indus- 
tries. The  whole  concept  Of 
mixing  electricity  and  water 
as  well  as  the  wisdom  of 
regional  agglomerations 
needs  proper  examination  on 
public  interest  grounds. 


Deutsche  shift 

Deutsche  Bank  would 
like  to  become  a mod- 
ern global  bank.  It  has 
already  switched  the  focus  of 
its  investment  banking  busi- 
ness to  London  through  Deut- 
sche Morgan  Grenfell,  risking 
the  ire  of  those  who  want  to 
see  Frankfurt's  status  as  a 
European  finanzplatz  in- 
creased. 

Now  there  is  another  break 
with  tradition.  At  the  annual 
shareholder  meeting  board 
spokesman,  Hilmar  Kopper. 
revealed  that  the  bank's  tradi- 
tional management  structure 
is  to  be  swept  away.  The  exist- 
ing nine-tier  hierachy  will  be 
replaced  by  four  “responsi- 
bility levels”.  That  staple  of 
Anglo-Saxon  capitalism,  per- 
formance related  stock  op- 
tions. are  also  to  be  brought 
in  for  top  executives. 

But  just  as  Mr  Kopper  and 
his  board  colleagues  were  re- 
affirming their  commitment 
to  globalisation  along  comes  a 
reminder  of  the  bank's  very 
German  roots. 

The  future  of  engineering 
group  Kloeckner-Humboldt- 
Deutz  hangs  in  the  balance 
because  managers  at  one  of 
its  subsidiaries  have,  alleg- 
edly. been  systematically  hid- 
ing losses  of  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions of  marks.  Deutsche 
Bank  has  47.7  per  cent  of 
KHD.  as  part  of  the  engineer- 
ing group’s  restructuring. 

That  is  just  the  thing  ex- 
pected of  a bank  under  Rhine- 
land capitalism,  but  rather 
less  so  under  the  Anglo-Saxon 
modeL  After  all,  think  of  the 
impact  on  those  performance 
related  share  options. 


City  justice 

THE  expulsion  from  finan- 
cial services,  of  a second 
former  Barings  big-wig 
may  suggest  that  despite  crit- 
icisms, the  regulators  are 
meting  out  suitable  penalties 
to  those  who  felled  to  put  a 
bridle  and  bit  on  the  bucking 
bronco.  Nick  Leeson. 

But  the  two  cases  out  of 
nine  now  dealt  with  under- 
line the  feet  that  the  system 
works  best  when  the  "defen- 
dants” admit  guilt  und  take 
their  medicine.  Of  the  others, 
two  execeutives  at  least  are 
fighting  the  charges. 

Tempting  though  It  may  be 
to  imagine  Labour's  proposed 
all-purpose  Securities  and  In- 
vestments Board  would  do 
better,  such  an  agency  would 
be  subject  to  the  same  “natu- 
ral justice”  provisions  that 
hamper  the  Barings  cases. 
There  may  be  excellent 
reasons  for  supporting 
Labour's  proposals,  but  swift 
punishment  of  incompetence 
and  wrongdoing  is  not  among 
them. 


Now  loot  is  in  the  eye  of  the 
beholder  as  cameras  move  in 


Mark  Tran  in  New  York 


CASH  dispensing  ma- 
chines that  identify  cus- 
tomers by  looking  them  in  the 
eye  with  a hidden  camera  are 
being  developed  by  American 
technology  company  Sensar. 

With  its  Irisldenl  system, 
there  will  be  no  need  to  use  a 
card  and  pin  number  to  get 
cash.  A customer  will  look 
into  a camera  that  will  scan 
the  400  or  so  Identifying  fea- 
tures of  his  or  her  iris,  match- 
ing them  with  a database. 

The  system  is  designed  to 
work  through  most  glasses, 
contact  lenses  and  even  sun- 
glasses. The  one  problem  may 
be  people  with  very  dark 
eyes. 

Sensar,  a subsidiary  of  the 
David  Sarnoff  Research  Cen- 
tre in  Princeton.  New  Jersey, 
is  a company  In  the  growing 
field  of  biometric  identifica- 
tion, which  uses  unique  phys- 
ical characteristics  such  as 
voice,  fingerprints  and  eyes 
rather  than  ID  cards  or  codes 
to  confirm  Identity. 

Ranks  in  Arizona,  Nevada 
and  Texas  already  require 
customers  to  provide  a Hngei  - 
print  as  a way  of  staying 
ahead  of  criminals. 


Sensar  is  touting  the  supe- 
riority of  its  Irisldent  system 
on  the  grounds  that  the  iris, 
the  coloured  part  of  the  eye, 
has  more  unique  physical 
characteristics  than  even  fin- 
gerprints. The  iris  also  re- 
mains constant  with  age  un- 
like other  body  parts.  Sensar 
faces  plenty  of  competition 
from  other  futuristic  identifi- 
cation systems  ranging  from 
signature  verification  and 
hand  prints  to  fecial  recogni- 
tion and  retina  scans. 

But  Kevin  McQuade,  Sen- 
sax’s  vice  president  for  strate- 
gic business  development  as- 
serts that  Irisldenfs  error 
rate  is  one  in  131.578,  signifi- 
cantly lower  than  other  bio- 
metric systems.  Irisldent  uses 
military  targeting  developed 
at  Sarnoff.  adapted  so  that  toe 
hidden  camera  can  spot  a per- 
son approaching  and  zoom  in 
on  the  right  iris  Immediately. 

NCR.  the  world’s  biggest 
maker  of  cash  dispensers,  has 
been  talking  with  Sensar  for 
more  than  a year  on  a poss- 
ible deal. 

• Texas  Instruments  yester- 
day unveiled  plans  for  a 
thumbnail-sized  computer 
chip  with  as  much  processing 
power  as  20  personal 
computers. 
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Now  PVC’s  image 

tarnished  in  wake 

of  baby  milk  panic 


V*  iA  a, 


vf  - „ 


Government  left  wrth 
more  egg  on  face  as 
campaigners  target 
plasticiser  dangers, 
says  Roger  Cowe 


PVC  use 

Western  Europe,  %. 


Pipssand 
fittings:  43% 


Other  17%. 


THIS  week’s  food  scare,  - ^ 

about  the  danger  of 
contamination  in  Other 
baby  mils  powders,  is  P**1 
more  than  just  another  em- 
barrassment to  a government  . , 

whose  credibility  has  been 
undermined  by  its  handling  ' 
of  the  beef  affair.  Sow 

lx  is  also  a threat  to . the 
imap«  of  plastic,  particularly  PVC 


Other  • - ' 
packaotaff'intrr- 

801110X0% 

Cables,  flooring:  12% 

Rigid  sheet  10% 

Source:  Ettnoean  IW  Manufacturers 


spokeswoman  admitted  yes- 
terday. But  for  Greenpeace 
this  Is  part  , of  a longer  and 
wider  campaign, , aimed  Dot 
just  at  PVC  but  ultimately  at 
the  whole  chlorine  industry, 
which  it  regards  as  funda- 
mentally flawed  and  danger- 
ous for  the  environment  - 

The  chlorine  industry,  rep- 
resented in  this  country  , by 
ICTs  huge  Runcorn  plant, 
feces  the  less  of  many  mar- 
kets. Substitutes  for  chlorine 
are  being  found  in  many  ap- 
plications, ranging  from 
paper  bleaching  to  water 
cleansing,  and  PVC  remains 
its  main  hope. 

PVC  represents  the  largest 
cingie  use  of  chlorine,  taking 
roughly  a third  of  all  produc- 


image  of  plastic,  particularly  PVC  clingfilm  quickly  roughly  a «urd  cff  ^ proauc- 
PVC,  as  a safe,  reliable,  con-  emerged  on  the  supermarket  tlon.  And  PVC  isa JESSf 
venient  and  cheap  material  shelves  but  it  doesn’t  cling  market  ma^y  be^^l 
and  provides  further  ammu-  nearly  so  well  use  m bufldtag  Mustty. 

nition  to  environmentalists,  Roger  Mottram  of  European  About  a fifth  of  t^rVL  pro- 

who  have  already  locked  Vinyls  Corporation,  Europe's  duced  in  Western  Europe 
horno  several  times  with  the  mem  PVC  manufacturer,  said  goes  into  packaging,  wjrn 
chemical  industry.' 


use  in  the  building  industry. 
About  a fifth  of  the  PVC  pro- 
duced in  Western  Europe 
goes  into  packaging,  with 


The  culprit  this  time  is  a packaging  producer  in  this 
group  of  plasticisers  known  country  mat  uses  phthalates. 


be  did  not  know  of  any  PVC  bottles  accounting  for  about 
packaging  producer  in  this  half  of  that 
country  feat  uses  phthalates.  Industry  maintains  that 
But  they  are  still  used  in  there  is  nothing  to  fear  from 


Come  Halifax  or  high  water . . . The  dxmight-bnstiiig  tankers  have  helped  to  make  Yorkshire  a prime  takeover  target  photograph:  don  mcphee 

Water  comes  to  the  boil 


as  phthalates.  produced  in  But  they  are  still  used  in  there  is  nothing  to  fear  trom 
this  country  mainly  by  BP  other  PVC  products  such  as  properly  cotfroji&  prodne- 
Chemicals,  and  used  largely  hoses  and  conveyor  belts.  tion  and  use  of  PVC.  Manuxac- 
to  make  PVC  flexible.  Concerns  about  phthalates  turers  continue  to  spend  sob* 


OUTLOOK/  Southern  is  in  the  bid  frame,  but  who 

will  be  next?  Ian  King  considers  the  contenders  I water  industry,  And  is  one  of 

the  few  water  companies  to 

S THE  City  digested  | West  Water,  purveyor  of  the  | North  West  Water  have  al-  have  enjoyed  good  publicity 
Scottish  Power’s  nation's  heftiest  water  bills,  ready  bought  their  local  fbr  maintaining  supplies  dor- 


A 


date  and  been  given  an  appro- 


Chemicals,  and  used  largely 
to  make  PVC  flexible. 

One  of  the  main  concerns 
about  the  baby  milk  contami- 
nation is  that  it  is  not  dear 
where  the  phthalates  have 
come  from.  “We  have  not 
been  able  to  figure  it  out” 
said  John  Svalander.  director 
of  the  European  Council  of 
Vinyl  Manufacturers. 

But  it  has  been  known  for 


Chlorine  use 

Worid  chlorine  use.  %. 


Other 

ctwmteate: 

26% 


Scottish  Power’s  nation's  heftiest  water  bills. 
£1.56  billion  bid  fbr  has  attracted  rival  bids  from 
Southern  Water  and  Severn  Trent  and  Wessex 
waited  for  a rival  Water,  both  of  which  have 
i Southern  Electric  been  referred  to  the  Monopo- 
ly, the  heat  was  lies  Commission. 
s under  water  stocks  Now  the  question  is:  who’s 


bid  from  Southern  Electric 
yesterday,  the  heat  was 
turned  up  under  water  stocks 


has  attracted  rival  bids  from  regional  electricity  compa- 
Severa  Trent  and  Wessex  nies,  which  effectively  rules 
Water,  both  of  which  have  them  out 
been  referred  to  the  Monopo-  Respectively  renamed  Hy- 
lies  Commission.  der  and  United  Utilities,  these 


ing  last  year's  drought 
By  contrast  some  analysts 
saw  Yorkshire  Water  as  a sit- 
ting duck  yesterday,  high- 
lighting the  string  of  public 


priate  rating  by  the  market  — years  that  phthalates  can  be 
complete  with  a bid  premium,  dangerous.  The  first  scientific 
He  added:  “These  factors  paper  on  the  subject  was  pub- 
dan  t apply  elsewhere,  and  al-  lished  in  1952.  In  that  case  the 
though  takeovers  might  be  on  plastic  “host”  was  cellulose 
somebody’s  agenda,  we  don't  acetate,  but  nowadays  almost 


expect  a flood  cf  them.” 

If  mere  are  any  more  water 


all  pbthalate  use  Is  with  PVC. 
That  doesn't  mean  all  plas- 


whfle  the  Square  Mile  braced  ( next? 


outfits  have  become  the  first  relations  disasters  the  com-  fall  fbr  investors.  By  then. 


bids  In  the  effing,  they  should  tic  bwgr  contain  the  offending 
emerge  over  the  next  couple  plasticiser  Most  PVC  used  in 
of  months,  providing  a wind-  food  parfraging  is  rigid,  such 


of  the  so-called  “super  utHi-  party  has  suffered. 


itself  for  more  turmoil  in  the  Never  short  to  come  up  ties”,  with  a size  and  spread  As  Sooth  West  Water  has 

sector.  with  answers  of  its  own,  the  of  business  that  would  mulct-  already  found  out  to  its  cost. 

Already  among  the  10  water  market  has  some  suggestions,  takeover  difficult.  For  poor  public  relations  can  put 
companies  privatised  in  1989 , with  shares  of  Anglian  Wes-  instance,  with  both  compa-  a company  into  play  all  too 
Northumbrian  Water  — sex  and  Yorkshire  Water  all  nies  now  operating  electricity  easily,  and  Yorkshire  has  ac- 
which  supplies  the  North-east  marked  up  sharply  in  early  distributors,  it  ,is  unlikely  cumulated  a string  of  gaffes  to 
— has  gone  under,  snapped  trading.  There  are  specific  that  Trade  Minister  Ian  Lang  put  even  the  men  from  the 
up  last  year  for  £823  million  reasons  for  these  three  being  would  — given  his  recent  de-  west  country  in  the  shade. 


however,  a change  of  govern- 


as  sandwich,  boxes.  Many  flex- 
ible plastic  bags  are  made  have  been  intensified  out  of  all  PVC  production,”  a 
from  polyethylene  or  polypro-  recently  by  worries  about  spokeswoman  said  yesterday, 
pylene,  not  PVC,  and  do  not  their  impact  on  reproduction.  It  is  seen  as  flawed  at  every 
need  plasticisers.  Greenpeace  has  been  bom-  stage,  from  fee  production  of 

PVC  has  been  used  In  prod-  barding  the  Government  wife  fee  chlorine  to  the  disposal  of 
ucts  such  as  clingfilm,  and  warnings  that  PVC  would  be  the  final  product 
consumers  were  warned  some  the  next  mad  cow  disease.  And  the  additives  which 
years  ago  feat  in  some  cases  The  latest  missive  was  make  it  usefhl  represent  one 
the  chemicals  could  migrate  handed  to  agriculture  minis-  of  fee  key  concerns,  as  fee 
to  fee  food,  especially  when  ter  Douglas  Hogg  yesterday.  Government  and  baby  milk 
the  film  was  wrapping  fatty  “We  have  had  very  little  manufacturers  have  now 


merit,  heralding  a tougher  from  polyethylene  or  polypro- 
regulatnry  regime  — and  pos-  pylene,  not  PVC,  and  do  not 


slbly  a windfall  tax  — will 
also  be  imminent,  putting  In- 
creasing pressure  on  the 
shares. 

For  that  reason,  investors 


need  plasticisers. 


consumers  were  warned  some 
years  ago  that  in  some  cases 


for  belts.  tion  and  use  of  PVC.  Manufac- 

it  phthalates  turers  continue  to  spend  sub- 
stantial sums  to  ensure  it  is 

seen  as  safe,  including  the 

ISO  adoption  by  fee  European  vi- 

nyl  manufacturers  last  year 
of  a charter  which  commits 
them  to  lower  emissions  and 
co-operation  to  improve 
safety. 

Their  research  has  sug- 
gested  that  the  use  of  phthal- 
ates  is  not  dangerous.  Indus- 
try  expert  David  Cadogan 
reported  at  an  industry  con- 
ference  last  yean  “Results 
• ■ - j ^’■vOmef  plastics:  confirm  that  fee  phthalates 

I 16%  commonly  used  in  the  plasti- 

Rapar  industry:  10%  cisation  of  PVC  do  not 

w ,,  .I,  ii.i  » require  classification  as  Dan- 

Water  traatmsnt  5%  • gerous  for  the  Environment". 

Solvents:  9%  But  Greenpeace  insists  that 

Source:  Greenpeace  PVC  is  unsafe  and  unneces- 
sary. “We  want  to  see  a phase- 
intensified  out  of  all  PVC  production,”  a 
irries  about  spokeswoman  said  yesterday, 
-sproduetkra.  It  is  seen  as  flawed  at  every 
been  bom-  stage,  from  fee  production  of 


by  French  group  Lyonnaise  put  in  the  takeover  frame, 
des  Eaux.  Since  then.  South  First,  Welsh  Water  and 


ctelnriK 

over  by 


- sanction  their  take- 
a generator,  such  as 


From  former  chairman  Tre- 
vor Newton's  remarks  last 


should  keep  their  fingers  the  chemicals  could  migrate 
crossed  for  further  bid  specu-  to  fee  food,  especially  when 


Scottish  Power,  or  possibly  summer  on  not  taking  baths,  chance  to  take  profits, 
even  a rival  water  company.  to  fee  water  tankers  being 
Secondly,  two  more  water  salt  to  Halifax  earlier  this 
companies,  Thames  Water  year,  Yorkshire’s  accident-  | ^ 


la  tion  — and  look  out  for  any  the  film  was  wrapping  fatty 


And  the  additives  which 
make  it  useful  represent  one 
of  fee  key  concerns,  as  the 
Government  and  baby  milk 
manufacturers  have  now 


products  such  as  cheese.  Non- 1 response,”  a Greenpeace  | discovered. 


and  Severn  Trent  — wife 
respective  market  values  of 
S2J3  billion  and  £2  billion  — 


prone  tendencies  have  made 
it  a key  takeover  favourite. 
Finally,  there  is  Wessex, 


are  seen  as  too  big  for  a rival  which  — apparently  in  recog- 
bidder  to  swallow.  In  feet,  nition  of  its  vulnerability  — 
Thames  is  seen  by  many  as  bid  £650  million  for  South 
being  more  likely  to  be  a West  Water  in  March.  It,  too, 


predator  than  a target,  wife 
both  a counter-bid  fbr  South- 
ern Water  or  some  form  of  tie- 
up  with  London  Electricity 


is  seen  as  a possible  bid  tar- 
get, although  US  company 
Waste  Management  Interna- 
tional — which  holds  a near 


both  touted  as  possibilities  18  per  cent  stake  in  fee  group 
yesterday.  More  significantly.  — would  represent  a formlda- 


both  have  heavy  capital  ex- 
penditure commitments, 
making  them  even  less  palat- 
able for  a bidder. 

That  leaves  Anglian,  wife  a 


ble  obstacle  to  any  hostile 
bidder. 

Despite  these  possibilities, 
analysts  are  divided  about 
where  the  next  bid  will  come 


market  value  of  £1.5  billion;  from,  or,  indeed,  whether 
Yorkshire,  valued  at  there  will  even  be  any. 


United  UtHKles  -1.' 

Giant  of  the  sector  - bib 


£L4  billion;  and  Wessex,  wife 
a capitalisation  of  £716  mil- 
lion, as  fee  most  likely  take- 
over targets. 

Of  these.  Anglian  looks 
slightly  safer.  It  is  reasonably 


According  to  David  Camp- 
bell, water  analyst  at  Greig 
Middleton,  the  bid  for  South- 
ern is  no  great  surprise,  since 
the  company  has  historically 
been  regarded  as  a bid  candi- 


BT  cuts  business  phone  bills  further 


Nicholas  Bannister 
Technology  Editor 

BRmSH  Telecom  yes- 
terday announced 
new  discounts  that  St 
estimates  will  cut  the  cost 
of  business  calls  by 
£220  million  a year. 

The  discounts,  which 
come  into -effect  on  July  1, 
complete  the  redactions 
that  the  group  has  to  make 
under  its  price  controls 
agreement  with  OfteJ,  the 
Industry  regulator. 

BT's  cuts  are  about 
£100  million  more  than  it 
had  to  make  to  meet  this 
year’s  price  caps.  However, 
the  extra  saving  can  count 


towards  a price  cuts  target 
of  up  to  £400  million  next 
year. 

Most  of  BT’s  six  million 
business  customers  already 
subscribe  to  one  of  its  dis- 
count schemes,  and  the  lat- 
est package  includes  a 
scheme  aimed  at  small 
businesses  with  phone  bills 
of  between  £10  and  £35  a 
quarter. 

The  announcement  comes 
as  BT  tries  to  persuade 
Oftel  to  exclude  most  busi- 
ness charges  from  the  next 
price  regime,  which  is  ex- 
pected to  run  from  1997  to 
2001. 

It  has  argued  that  the 
business  market  has  be- 
come so  competitive  that 


price  controls  are  no  longer 
needed.  Most  of  the  compa- 
nies that  have  entered  the 
telecom  market  since  it  was 
fully  opened  to  competition 
in  1991  have  concentrated 
on  winning  business 

customers. 

Don  Cruick-shank.  Oftel’s 
director  general,  wants  to 
continue  tight  price  con- 
trols on  BT  because  of  its 
market  dominance.  But  he 
has  indicated  that  he  is  pre- 
pared to  remove  them  in 
business  areas  where  there 
is  enough  competition. 

BT  said  yesterday  that 
the  new  discounts  would 
add  about  10  per  cent  to  ex- 
isting levels,  enabling 
businesses  to  save  between 


27  and  31  per  cent  on  basic 
regional,  national  and  in- 
ternational calls.  The  addi- 
tional 6 per  cent  discount 
on  local  calls  offered  sav- 
ings of  between  20  and  24 
per  cent  on  the  basic  rate. 

• Mr  Cruiekshank  yes  ter1 
day  proposed  some  relax- 
ation of  the  regulatory 
restraints  on  the  mobile 
phone  business,  with  reli- 
ance more  on  general  com- 
petition rules  than  detailed 
regulation. 

• Cable  & Wireless  yester- 
day dismissed  Far  East 
reports  that  it  had  offered 
to  sell  a 7 per  cent  stake  in 
Hongkong  Telecom  to  Chi- 
nese interests  as  “purely 
speculative”. 


ScottishPower 

Offer  for 
Southern  Water 


for  further  information  please  call 

0800  468  602 
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Wise  move  for  former  drop-out 


Worfcface/  Pioneering  project  offers  way  to 
avoid  labour  scrap  heap,  says  Sarah  Ryle 


IN  Carl  Reid’s  words,  he  got 
chucked  out  of  school  aged 
15.  A short  period  of  home 
tuition  — “boring”  — and  two 
Youth  Training  Schemes  — 
“we  were  allowed  to  muck 
around” — led  to  menial  jobs. 

But  Carl,  now  20,  has 
avoided  the  next  stage  to  the 
labour  scrap  heap.  The  one- 
time school  dropout  Is  in  full- 
time, paid  work  thanks  to  a 
pioneering  project  run  by  the 
Wise  Group, 

The  Glasgow-based  charity 
piloted  a scheme  in  Scotland 
to  offer  training  and  then 
paid  work  experience  to  long- 
term unemployed  people  oTall 
ages  as  a bridge  between  ben- 
efit and  jobs,  termed  the  In- 
termediate Labour  Market. 
Wise  Group  leaders  stress 


the  difference  between  this 
and  the  controversial  govern- 
ment proposals  fbr  Workfare, 
now  effectively  sidelined.  “If 
workfare  is  compulsory  work 
for  benefits,  fee  ILM  is  volun- 
tary training  and  work  expe- 
rience for  an  income”. 

They  began  by  working  on 
energy  conservation  projects, 
ifiw  heat  insulation.  In  social 
housing  but  have  expanded 
into  construction  work,  land- 
scaping and  also  administra- 
tion training.  The  London 
branch  carries  out  work  in 
the  Canning  Town  Single 
Regeneration  Budget  area. 
Carl  is  a product  of  the  first 
youth  programme  targeted  at 
school-leavers. 

Newham  Wise  manager 
Barbara  Gobbett  said:  "When 


Carl  first  came  to  US  his  self- 
esteem was  low.  He  lives  on 
the  Keir  Bardie  estate  which 
has  a reputation  as  fee  worst 
In  the  area.  There  has  been  a 
huge  change,  he’s  confident 
and  motivated.”  . 

Eight  months  into  the  pro- 
ject Carl  has  done  bis  train- 
ing in  construction  skills  on  a 
course  run  by  the  building 
company  Mowlem  at  its 
nearby  base.  At  the  six- 
month,  halfway  mark  be  was 
offered  a weekly  wage  of  £125 
plfcs  bus  pass  and  £l-a-day 
lunch  money  instead  of  bene- 
fit Those  who  are  married 
with  kids  often  reject  the 
wages  because  they  would 
lose  benefits  and  be  worse  off. 

He  will  start  looking  for 
work  in  the  next  few  months. 
“I  want  to  stay  in  construc- 
tion. I’ve  learnt  all  the  skills. 
I’ve  really  enjoyed  it  I think 
It’s  more  a job  than  a wheme. 
I’ve  got  more  responsibility- 


than  I had  on  the  YTS.  The 
people  care  about  you.” 

The  course  leads  to  an  NVQ 
level  two  certificate  in  con- 
struction, but  the  Wise  group 
says  the  crucial,  extra 
element  is  the  work  experi- 
ence. Group  training  works 
out  cheaper  than  alternatives 
and  has  got  more  people  into 
jobs.  The  Glasgow  group  has 
placed  nearly  half  their  5,000 
participants  in  full-time  jobs. 

The  group  has  a £13.5  mil- 
lion annual  turnover  and  is 
financed  by  the  European 
Social  Fund  as  well  as  local 
authority  grants.  Funding 
controller,  Alistair  Grimes, 
wants  the  scheme  to  be  devel- 1 
oped  nationally  and  believes  . 
the  mistakes  of  past  projects,  I 
which  have  turned  out  cheap 
products  and  undercut  exist- 
ing suppliers,  can  be  avoided. 
“It’s  not  a magic  solution  but 
could  be  a powerful  tool  for 
combating  unemployment.” 
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Racing  - 


Godolphin  mark 
time  with  Esteem 


Chrto  HwrtikM 

Mark  of  esteem. 

the  2,000  Guineas 
winner  and  a 7-1 
chance  for  the 
Epsom  Derby,  missed  exer- 
cise yesterday  morning  at 
Newmarket  after  been  found 
to  be  running  a temperature 
but  his  ante-post  supporters 
have  no  need  to  panic. 

That  at  least  was  the  mes- 
sage last  night  from  Simon 
Crisford.  Godolphin  racing 
manager,  who  said:  "He  did 
have  a temperature  but  by  the 
evening  It  was  back  down  to 
normal  and  he  was  his  usual 
bright  self. 

"He  didn't  canter  and  was 
just  led  out  so  it’s  put  his 
work  hack  by  a day.  At  the 


moment  we  ore  not  particu- 
larly worried  but  he  can't  af- 
ford to  lose  any  more  time.  If 
anything  else  develops  we 
shall  inform  the  public 
immediately.*' 

If  all  goes  w ell.  therefore, 
Mark  Of  Esteem  will  run  In 
the  Vodafone  Derby  on  Satur- 
day week  and  will  be  joined 
by  his  stabie-companion 
Mick's  Love  to  be  ridden  by 
the  Irish  champion  Johnny 
Murtagh.  who  will  be  having 
his  first  run  In  the  classic. 

Mick’s  Love,  who  beat  the 
subsequent  Italian  Derby 
winner  Bahamian  Knight  at 
Newmarket  on  his  reappear- 
ance. was  originally  pencilled 
In  for  the  French  Derby  at 
I Chantilly  this  Sunday  but 
Don  Mlcheletto  is  now  likely 
to  represent  Godolphin  and  ! 


French  authorities  propose 
an  end  to  coupling  bets 

COUPLING,  whereby  | pacemakers  and  wi 
horses  in  the  same  i it  Mmmilsnrv  far  i 


v-' horses  in  the  same 
ownership  In  the  same  race 
are  counted  as  one  bet.  is  to 
end  in  France  if  a proposal 
going  before  the  Franco-Ga- 
lop committee  nest  month 
is  ratified,  writes  Chris 
Bow  kins. 

“We  have  found  that  cou- 
pling, which  has  been  in  op- 
eration for  over  25  years, 
causes  confusion  among 
pouters  and  we  hope  it  will 
end  in  September.”  said 
Lords  Roman  et,  the  French 
racing  official  whose  at- 
tempts to  boost  attendances 
have  seen  free  admission 
introduced  at  Longchamp 
and  Chantilly  this  season. 

French  officials  are  also 
looking  at  the  question  of 


pacemakers  and  will  make 
it  compulsory  for  trainers 
to  declare  whether  a horse 
is  running  on  its  merits  or 
not.  Failure  to  do  this  will 
result  in  a hefty  fine. 

Romanet  commented: 
“The  recession  took  longer 
to  bit  us  in  France  but  our 
racing  has  been  suffering 
and  we  are  trying  to  make 
it  more  attractive.” 

But  free  entry  to  Long- 
champ  will  not  extend  to 
the  Arc  weekend,  spon- 
sored this  year  by  Granada 
which  has  recently 
over  the  Forte  group. 

Included  in  the  155  Arc 
entries  is  Northern  Spur, 
the  American  trained  whi- 
ner of  last  season's  Breed- 
ers' Cup  Turf.  j 


I will  be  supplemented  tomor- 
| row  for  £33^00. 

Frankie  Dettori  was  sus- 
I pended  when  Don  Mlcheletto 
| won  last  week’s  Predominate 
Stakes  at  Goodwood  under 
Mick  Kinane  but  be  will  be 
l back  on  board  at  Chantilly. 

Willie  Carson  has  changed 
his  mind  about  appealing 
! over  the  five-day  ban  imposed 
on  him  by  the  Curragh  stew- 
ards on  Saturday  when  he  did 
not  wear  the  correct  helmet 
in  winning  the  Irish  1,000 
Guineas  on  Matiyn. 

His  appeal  will  be  heard 
tomorrow  at  2.30pm  at  the 
Irish  Turf  Club's  headquar- 
ters at  the  Curragh. 

Carson  is  seeking  to  over- 
turn a suspension  which 
would  prevent  him  from  rid- 
ing Bint  Salsabil  in  the  Voda- 
fone Oaks  on  Friday  week. 

With  the  appeal  hearing 
pending.  Carson  was  reluc- 
tant to  say  much  about  the 
episode  but  he  indicated  that 1 
he  had  been  given  inadequate 
warning  by  the  Irish  Turf 
Club’s  medical  officer  Walter 
Halley. 

"Walter  Halley  talked  to  the 
other  jockeys  in  the  weighing 
room  but  1 was  not  privy  to 
that,”  he  said. 

"1  don’t  want  to  go  Into  my 
case  before  it  comes  up  be- 
cause that  would  only  Jeopar- 
dise It.  But  1 got  in  touch  with 
the  lawyer,  Andrew  Coonan, 
and  he  contacted  the  Turf 
club,  but  he  hasn’t  come  back 
to  me  yet’’ 

The  Turf  Club's  chief  execu- 
tive Cahir  O'Sullivan  ex- 
plained that  the  stewards  at 
the  appeal  had  a variety  of 
options. 

"They  could  uphold  the  ap- 
peal, reject  it  or  alter  the 
length  of  the  suspension,”  he 
said. 
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Rugby  League 

Wigan 
back 
swop 


Pud  FItz|»tridc 


WIGAN  and  Bath,  who 
have  met  twice 
recently  in  cross-code 
challenges  at  Maine  Road  and 
Twickenham,  are  likely  to  be 
involved  in  talks  soon  about  a 
possible  player  exchange 
scheme. 

“Bath  approached  three  of 
our  players  about  playing 
union  in  the  winter  even  be- 
fore Saturday's  match,”  said 
Jack  Robinson,  the  Wigan 
chairman,  who  is  concerned 
about  the  brevity  of  the  new 
summer  Super  League  sea- 
son. “We  are  not  opposed  to 
the  plan  in  principle  and 
there  Is  no  reason  why  thin 
cannot  be  a two-way  thing.” 

"I  think  the  Rugby  League 
slipped  up  in  making  our  sea- 
son so  short  The  players  are 
going  to  have  a lot  of  spare 
time  and  playing  in  the  win- 
ter could  be  the  solution.” 
There  is  little  doubt  that  the 
season  is  too  short  but  the 
Super  League  might  consist  of 
16  sides  next  season.  That 
would  give  clubs  15  home 
games  against  the  present  n 
and,  with  die  Challenge  Cup 
starting  in  early  February, 
the  time  available  for  leading 
players  to  cross  the  codes 
could  be  limited. 

• Jamie  Bloem,  the  first 
League  player  to  be  sus- 
pended for  steroid  abuse,  has 
signed  for  Widnes.  His  two- 
year  ban  ends  in  November. 

• Mai  Meninga,  Australia’s 
former  centre  and  captain, 
has  signed  a three-year  coach- 
ing contract  with  Canberra 
Raiders,  his  former  club, 
from  next  year.  He  will 
replace  Tim  Sheens,  who  is 
l joining  North  Queensland 
Cowboys. 
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Ready  for  touchdown...  Walton  on  his  way  to  grounding  the  sixth  of  the  Scots'  seven  tries  against  Wanganui  davo  Rogers 

Stark  raring  for  Scots  as  Lang  signs  on  with  a flourish 


THE  Boroughmuir  wing 
Derek  Stark  scored  an 
early  brace  of  tries  to  put 
Scotland  on  course  for  a -19-13 
win  over  Wanganui  in  the 
opening  match  of  their  New 
Zealand  tour  yesterday. 

Although  the  Scots  ran  in 
seven  tries,  their  captain  for 
the  day  Gregor  Townsend 
was  “pretty  disappointed” 
with  his  side's  finishing.  "A 


lot  of  times  the  last  pass  let  us 
down,”  be  said. 

Stark’s  second  try  was  set 
up  by  a reverse  pass  from  the 
debutant  full-back  Lang,  who 
kicked  four  conversions  and 
two  penalties.  The  Scots  led 
25-8  at  half-time  thanks  to 
further  tries  by  Cronin  and 
Joiner.  Alter  the  break  Pe- 
ters, Walton  and  Nicol  com- 
pleted the  scoring. 
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Join or  Cranro  Patera.  Halloa.  Nical. 
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Trl«*i  Outsail.  Rnnaia. 
P«»i«mrr  luiam. 

Hauynli  J HahOMi  K lUjlni,  J 
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% Irowni  A Quit,  A Itfu«rd».  V 

JoSSX^WhH^caiii). 

Bnartu*  XYi  2 Lana  (Harlot  s FP);  C 
Wwr  lUtrtroM).  a SM  (Uetross).  I 
JmrtHoo  .Stirling  County l.  O Stark 
l Borough  mu  it):  a Tmimud  (North- 
ampton. captf.  A Moat  (Bdh|.  D Htton 
lBo:h  J O mis  I Cur  no).  B Stmrnrt 


i Edinburgh  Aeadi  S Ham  (Edinburgh 
Acad).  D CuiiAi  (Baurgesj  P Walton 
fUewtaaflB).  M BrmyMm  (Metroas).  K 
retain  (Bam). 

• Cardiff's  chief  executive 
Gareth  Davies  has  warned  of 
"civil  war”  over  the  Welsh 
Rugby  Union's  ultimatum  to 
clubs  to  confirm  their  partici- 
pation in  next  season’s  Euro- 
pean and  domestic  tourna- 
ments in  seven  days  or  face 
expulsion. 


Folkestone 


Newbury  tonight  with  guide  to  the  form 


Ripon  tonight 


XI 3 Fast  Forward  Fred 
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■nNtoft  7-4  6ian  ft»A  4-1  Paaeo  «*ar.  5-1  Beckv  Baa  6-Utaraan*  ftotiA  9-1  Onoena  6Nober,  TD-1 
Rraal  tt**n.  16-1  LantonL  IOrm 

2.30  SWAM  HOTRLCRSMBT  0ISDM HAMCAP CHAIN 3ai  11 110*4sC3A21 

1 126361  CTONBAPPIIOAOI  (12)  J flatter  D-IV7 : A Freer 

3 3RYI51  WEAVER OBORDE (20) (D)  J Hrttom 6-16-0 _ADoUta 

3 P040Z5  POamVSAcnON  (28)  (D)UBamai  10-19-3 R btona 

4 3524PP  RUPPiSKag  (CP)  MOupnaa  9-10-3 __.WlhiNda*ton 

9 226214  TOW*  A STORM  (23)  U Hammond  7-HM -MrCBcnmr(3) 

9 0PP4P4  2LA2iailSASni(2)Jto>ttuc»»44 —MS) ato* 

7 3504P3  CTDCULADON (44) (D) D 15cO=  KVV-8 BHa^fag 

RiNipi  7-4  Strong  Appraacb.  iw*  W0nv»  Gcorgi.  5-1  Poutnra  AClai.  Port  to  A Sana.  IB-1  RrtVtaa. 
16-r  Guana  (town.  Tr—nre 


I RACM  HAMMCAF  HDHDU  ton  11  If  Oyrit  C9;7M 


1 11F54> 

3 FF1052 

2 DM621 

4 5605(1 

8 660030 

a ofsp-no 


IT 

trim 

Babtogi  7-4  FHioek.  74  Rmmm.  »4  Tata  Tvm.  Mwin  s law.  5-5  CawM  Lad.  M-1  Rub's  Gasdtie 

3.30  2AHBLAYS  BANK  MAOMNIBMOUItonll  110*4*  C3422 

1 OP  AWES0MVBmja2f»)ii)U  Chapman  6-11-5 

2 B9PUYMPPai4Cmnlnn5-1t-6  SStomy 

4 000-P03  OHaMDMH  (13)  DSo*KMmrfl  6-31-5 9to  Ol  ala  reboot 

4 002365  JOKAat<a0|*A*£ Stock 5-t  1-5 FPOmCT 

3 ooaa  MtauNs  (22)0  Moras  6-U4 — __ — aJMottut 

9 000-eP  PAPtfSBtnr (211) J Howard  JMinsto  5-114 Pcartmry 

7 QMB-D  RMACCIN  (9R)  JODBhkng  9-114 

• avSHTUM  FOURTH  (32)  Mas  MILtogan  7-114 MMo 

■ 64  WHATAM0T(12)D  reCam6-lVS DMoOMa 

10  22HB3  ZAND  mKBirta  5-114 -HDm— a oi» 

11  PlrtVPS)  PAJBnaUCELA0Y(13)WSm(O7-1V0 . Tarter  (7) 

nek*  7-3  2mM.  6-2  Pro*  i Buy.  Fauustaa  Laey.  6-1  WhauataL  w Aaana  6-1  UAie,  dVi 
OMont  it  na  mn 

4.00  DODBONAHOMireLIIOWCRCHASStonBr  110*4*  23*17 

1 XV3P  WttKAOWCB (S3) UKvopad 6-11-9 ROanM* 

2 309693  OUtMOHRY  (2)  S KsBawen  T0-TV3 B tore— 

3 34422(  SMAWMBLL(42)  JCeadamO-IV-S  SStanv 

4 JSJJDfiS  WAUB COURT  6-1 V-3  LffMaO 

2 HPW  WAJD20I PDHPUASOmcO 0 McCain  10-1V3 BMnCrta 

tob*  9-6  Wlaa  Advtca  7-2  (BO  M*a*y-  BtawwU,  6-t  walla  Caot  9-1  dtomar  Tinpuaino  2 .unana 

4^0  MOOPBJtTl  MCMO  aaUTMnOBWIIOTICSRPRDLA  am  2f  13^90 

1 owmb  OM»iM,W)9tonM9Ht-a (Am  a rend 

X PXS>P  La  POMTABOHSAII  (1 21)  DBrewa  6-11-13 A Wort  (7) 

2 501281  RAUTSA  (32)  MHWimoae4-ll-1z CAinrH) 

4 0480*0  BAU.VAI.UA CASTUtdl) ft Ftonr 7-154 Nltoto(B) 

■ V5DW0ttaLD» drum (ii)JEOwanb 6-1 W - HRhmNff) 

9 OPPSUPMOBOY(22)**CBspaaiiS-ff-r  . MMtoAtovm 

7 S-44PF0  FAUN  COUNT  (32)  Mrs  LWlHansoa  S-1M ADaAae(7) 

9 EFFPO  rnWTCWT (18) DMoCHO 6-11-7 OLrtca(T) 

g BOW  room  KSKir(3n}Paetitauets-i)-f  RHnrtm 

10  PP022D  KrALNIOEH  (29)  N CbaaewrlM  4-104 C Mrtartto  (I) 

Baotow  64  Raima.  6-1  Gam  DML  6-1  Ymnu  Kaany.  fr-i  U FtodBMilNU.  Ba»y*Bi  CasOa.  10-1  Goldwi 
Drum.  10  win  mi 


54-3 HUi 


8.45  STMAHvaAnitAineAPtoacs^gi 

1 1130-32  OMRYOMC (4) RFMer 4-104  JUntanalO 

x 32S-C93  2SA  VICTOR  (1 2)  (DjJLHrrb  44-13  - WRyal* 

3 06-071  OPaOUE(l»LCiml444 JVtonr* 

4 14-600  AIMUDMY22A  M1W (XI) (P) A BUtoy 74-7 OUMptRIl 

9 KKf-4)  NUMBOWI (10)3  FtaGniig 64-4 IIHaS* 

9 25444  JALCANTD (19) (O lAf  M (ton by 94-11 2Ca«g(7)7 

7 2CM61  XSttlfJJ0tK)(1*>  ID)  MnW  ttevsley  5-8-8 Kb*tol 

9 W641  ZAMHAimm  IBM  m)  (D)  W Srarey  S-M Ini  Waiito(7)9 

• 024-480  SAUARDB2  (13)  B RoBflrtH  7-7-13 LCtawtol 

to  20WIM  KADARI  (30)  (D)WCby  7-7-10 ,__lMbN[ 

TOP  1WX  IHi  tortiiyiviiu  9,  Onqn  7,  k,  Vkaar  B 

■niton  7-2  OpUMatamto  Doug,  4»i3aa  Victor.  Zinftmm.  g-2Efltoyonte-5-l.lNcaida  10  re— 

9.1  5 »T MHSSQKRMABM  STAKB  In  31  M^Xt 


LEicesm 

JL20  (NT  XlOydaX  1.  OH  OF  TM 


ttOft  CSF:  £3047. 

3JW  (W  MIMl  1.  MUTT  WHY,  M TM- 
butt  (3-1  JWav);  a,  Otangr  Wuanwwm 
(S-l  J64AVR  3,  Mn  And  Onto  (4-1).  9 
ran.  SSL  2.  (C  tawny)  Tote:  £3.70;  £300, 
ClOOL  Dual  F;  £900.  C8F:  £12.13. 

uo  (ti  redan  «,  More  p nobioMi 

(3-1);  *,  laonyn  Pihn  (9-4  tov):  a, 
Knantan  (7-2).  6 r»"  ».  U.  OUR*) 
Two;  £40tt  £1.30.  aaa  Ou*l  F;  C4.70.  CSf: 
CTj4flL 

409  (1m  If  318ycto)i  f-»HAHPCOW- 
901,  C ftadtor  (le-SK  S,  StUanSa  (9-1J;  3. 


real*  BunrtHrt  02-1);  4,  Waataoi  Sot 

112-1).  6-a  tw  Htarfclah.  16  ran.  Dt,  K.  1* . |H 
Candy)  Tore  IS.IOc  £2.90.  E2.0O,  E2JXL 
Bjq  Dual  F:  £5040.  Trhx  £2*570.  CSF: 
£78.70.  Trwaot  £777 06. 

4M  (in  ftyrta):  I.JlNnHI  COUNTY,  j 
Stack  (10-11  fuv);  X.  ■iroiliiwr  Bay  (25-11; 
2,  Ttfana  |1 9-11- 12  ran.  2,1.  (O  CoagrcwaJ 
Tore  £1.70;  £1.10.  £3.90,  £2.70.  Dual  F: 
E19JO.TrWCin.00.  CSF1C2S.T2. 

BJOS  (in  If  183yto)>  <>  2THATBUMC 
PLOY,  K Fallon  (9-4  l«r.  *.  Cnnpaii 
re  tolar  (12-1J;  3.  Ski  For  Held  f17-2k  4. 
Ctoarti  ITaltol  (HMt  18rBn.X2.2l.(Mr* 
J Ramectoa)  Tore  £200;  £2.00.  Cl 00.  E240. 
n go  Dual  F:  £4080.  Trla  C11340  CSF: 
£3202.  TrlCMK  £20600. 

PUICHFOTT  £124.10.  OUAOPOTilSI  4D. 

REDCAR 

3,1 9(21>  1 , RMUHION,  R MRa  (ev*n*  fav); 


S,  Pare  O'—iiiiiii  (f* -et:  St  Tmomm 
120-1).  9 ran.  Me,  1.  (J  HIM)  Tore  £1.70; 
£1.10.  E18a  Dual  F:  £1,50.  CSF;  £2.75. 
mtii>i.iWLT4iBenCT,ur»D 
KantawM  (19-1);  3.  BwncHM*  nranga 
(14-1):  a.  r.Xycri  any  (9-2  to*);*.  Norm- 
an, Clan  (25-1).  18  ran.  1*  3*.  X . (S 
KiOmll)  To«:  £33.00.  £900.  £4.70.  £1.80. 
£5.30.  Dual  F:  £380.70.  Trio:  £382.00.  CSF- 
taa283.Trlcaar  £109899. 

3.12  (Sljr  1,  J6ICTA,  J Waavar  (11-21;  a. 
Portanrt  (6-11;  3,  hiaitlw  Ihartar  (14-1). 
9-1  co-lav  Ann's  Pearl.  Brecwi^il  Lad. 
Lady  Sharin.  1 1 nn.  X.  X (J  Spaartng)  Tore 
£700;  £200.  £340.  £150.  Dual  F.  £21.90. 
Tno:  CBS. 60  CSF:  £37.79.  Trteeat  £32202. 
Nft  CatanStna. 

L44  (Tin  TO»  l.ALABAMQ,  L Otontock 
(6-1);  X,  Bold  Aram— ran*  (25-1);  to.  H»- 
batA{7-1L94tnrMandau.  l2ran.2X.lX 
IM  Camacho)  Tote  212.9ft  £300.  £960, 
Cl. DO.  Dual  F £13980.  Trw  £383.20  CSF. 
£18749.  Tricaat  £100809. 


4.l>(ia9n*rk*t,mniMiBinii 
)4-1); «.  rear  Cl— ar  C2D-1):  9,WMJto 
Wants  (IV-n.154  tsu  Ship's  Dancer.  12 
ran.  X 9L  (P  CMuar)  Tow;  B4.YB  Cl.  1ft 
£21.70.  E29ft  Dual  F:  CIOBOO.Trtoc  £15200. 
CSF:  £77.73.  Tricaat  £73807.  NR:  FortuF 
uou*.  Ganaral  Otar. 

4-4fi(lm  Sta  1.AUWSH.R  will  (2-1  lav); 
3.  Lady  of  Lilte.  (4-1);  3,  2aMy  Orf 

(10-1L  lOrsn.  IX IX  (J  Goadanl  Tore  £220; 
£1.50.  ZlOft  £2.10  Orel  F:  SS. SO.  CSF: 
Cl  DOB 

9.1*  (TO*  1,  POKTRY,  P RaUnaon  (11-8 
lav):  3.  WRnairy  (7-1);  3.  Ibu  Sbwar 
(10-3).  7 ran.  3.  nk.  (M  Tompktna)  TOW 
£2. 1ft  £1.701  £3  KL  Oval  F:  £5.40.  CSF: 
£1 1.7ft 

■I2C9OP0BIM  non.  T7SCOSS  catrladovar 
to  FoP—ie  today. 

PULCSPOTY  £1270.50. 

ouADPcmr*32.4a 

M rviihiaimdli  uana  14. 


[ 6 4-4  ARCm(lf)j  Gauton34-i0 Itobl 

2 ARKTK09  J Goadac  34-10  — JCarrrfIT 

7 ATTALOBHCacal  34-10 -AMnOhaa  13 

2 BB2JHSUKJIUb34-10 : QDrtMdlO 

■ 330- DRAaOtel  BACK  (XTO)  tin  JC«dl  14-10 T baa  IS 

10  DBMIStAUStoun  84-10 DHrtfiM— 13 

11  0 UtADSTDRY(11)EDinkp3440 IMal 

IS  00  aaCOMMWTflX}!.  Caaani 34-10 OMWW 

12  4D0- SOUTH PAOOOA (7X9)0 Wcnofli 34-10 JUntonml 

14  POLY  NKMOIKB  WO  3-64  O Carter  14 

is  0-4NarooaiHm(iB)UrsP9y344 — ACasn—  i 

19  9 M0MA(1B)(V)HCaoi644 — — WRyna  3 

17  KAYFL  Cunul  64-5 — — — KDartorB 

TOP  HMto 1D«  ArnlH  X,  Lead  Xtoty  *.  Earth  Pagoda  9 

MNtoM  2-1  Axaina.  *-i  trite  saa.  6-1  Aictna.  7-1  AikUma.  8-1  RB»  ligwH  KayL  16-1  Laea  Story.  ^ Hoi 
DagdfttoAtogadi  i7m—» 


Pipe  waits 

Martin  pipe  has 
scrapped  plans  to  send 
runners  to  Cartmel  today  and 
will  resume  his  quest  for  the 
two  victories  that  will  take 
him  to 2,000  winners  at  Uttox- 
eter  tomorrow. 


irara 


CO. VMC  NTARY 
! R;5j:.T‘. 


A midfielder  gives  way  as  England’s  coach  plumps  for  an  extra  striker,  maximum  security  and  the  versatility  of  Campbelland  Southgate  in  his  22  % 


Les  Ferdinand . . . Newcastle’s  most  prolific  marksman 


David  Seaman 

Arsenal,  goalkeeper. 

Born:  Rothertian.  Age:  32. 

Capa:  2*  (debut  v Saudi  Arabia; 
16.11.88). 

OoatssO. 

Pravkw*  ekte  Leeds,  Peterbor- 
ough, gfmlngham,  OPR. 

Height:  6ft  2!n.  Weight:  IfetlOib. 

Tim  Flowers 

BtacJdjunit'goalfceeper. 

Bom:  KenBworth.  Age:  29. 

Capa:  8 (debut  v Brmfi,  13.633). 

OoeterO.  . 

Previous  dubc  Wolves,  South- 
ampton.-Swindon  fioan). 

Haight:  6ft  2tn.  Weight:  14St  01b.  ' 

Ian  Walker 

Tathalwn,  goalkeeper. 

Bam  Watford.  Ape:  24. 

Caps:  2 (debut  v Hungary,  1 8.5.96). 
0. 

us  dubs:  Oxford  (loan). 

8ft  lln.  Weight:  list  9tb. 


Gary  Neville 

iianchsatseUwItsri,  right-back. 
Bone  Bury,  Ages  21. 

Caps:  10  (debut  v Japan,  34.95). 


0. 


Pm 


ubasNone. 


aright:  5ft  lOin.  WaWiC  1 1 st  71b. 

Tony  Adams. 

Arsenal,  centre-beck. 

Bom:  Romford-  Age:  29. 

40  (debut  v Spain.  13557). 
4. 

None. 

Height:  6ft  3in.  Weight:  13st  1 Tib. 

Steve  Howey 


Bone  Sunderland.  Age:  24. 

Capa:  4 (debut  v Nigeria,  16.11-94). 
0. 


Nona. 

Height:  8ft  2fo.  Weight:  1 1st  Ob. 

Gareth  Southgate 


Aston  WHa, 

Born:  Watford.  Age:  25. 

Ceps:  4 (debut:  v Portugal. 
12.12.95). 

Coals:  0. 

Previous  dub:  Crystal  Palace. 
Height:  5ft10in.  Weight: 

list  12K>. 

Sol  Campbell 

Tottanhanif  defender. 


Bom:  Newham.  Ages  21 . 

Cga  1:  (debut  w Hungary,  11556), 

Cories  0. 

Previous  cMiss  None. 

Height:  Cftlld.  Weight: 

i2st  iouj.  • 

Stuart  Pearce 

HetttagtMRi  Forest,  left-back. 

a Hammersmith.  Agee  34. 
c 65  (debutv  Brazil,  194.87).  ; 
5. 

Previous  clubs:  Wealdstone, 
Coventry. 

Height:  5ft  \Qtn.  Wright:  1 3sL 

Philip  Neville 

Manchester  United,  left-back. 
Bitim  Bibv.  ftnrr  19. 

Caps:  1 (debut  v China.  234.96). 

Qoai*:0. 

Previous  dubs:  None. 

Height:  5ft  llln.  Weight:  12sL 

Darren  Anderfon 

Tottenham,  mMfiafd. 

Bom:  Southampton.  Age:  24. 
Cape:  11  (debut  v Danmark,. 
9.354). 

Goals:  5. 

Previous  ciuh:  Portsmouth. 
Haight:  6ft  Wright:  list  7fla. 


I** 


Steve  Stone  - 

■muij  ■ — . » . ■ . 

itutungnani  i in  ukuiiou. 

BotteOriaBtaed.  Age:  24:- 
Capa:.  6 (dabufeiTr Worway, 
11.1055).  - •*' 

Goals:  2. 

Freefone 
HefgfttrSft  9try 

Paul  

Rangers, riMBafcL  .... 

BatTR.Qgtesheed.Age:  2ft.'' 
Ceps:  38- (debut  v Denmark, 
14.9.88): - ■■■■• 
Goals:  £.  V -•  i 

BrwiPta  clubs:  NewcksSfc  Tot- 
tenham. Ldria  ;.\>  > 

Bright: 5ft  I^W^hfc  l’lst  7lb. 

Paul  bice 

krtsmazfanrie,  midfield. 

Bernc'Uford.  Ages  28. 

Copse  1 9 (debutv  Spain,  9.9.92}. 

2. 

ubs  West  Ham,  Man- 
cfieeter  United-  • 

Haight: 5ft  llfo.  Weight:  Hat  7ft>. 

David  Platt 

lif  enri.mlrtfHiM  ■ • - 

Bone  Chadderton.  Ages  29.  V 
Caps:  58  (debut  v Italy.  1 5.1 1 AOi.  c 

OoUc  27.  W 

Previous  clubs:  Manchester 


Alan  Shearer . ..  37  goals  for  Blackburn  but  England  awaits 


United,  Crewe  Alexarttfca,  ‘.Aston 
VBta,  Bari,  Juwitus,  Sempdoria. 
Height:  5ft101n.  Weight: 

list  1210, 

Jamie  Redknapp 

Liverpool,  mkMteld. 

Bom:  Bsrtorhon-Sea.  Age:  22.. 
caps:  4 (debut  v Gotombto.  8.955). 

QOlty;  0- 

Previous  riuhe:  Bournemouth. 
.Hrighh  5ft  i ih.  Weight  list  8ttx 

Steve  McManaman 

Liverpool,  mktfletd. 

Bane  Bootla.  Age:  24. 

Capa:  10  (debut  v Algeria, 
16.11.94). 

0.  ' 


dubs:  None. 

Height:  5ft  1 1 1ri  Weight  1 0st  2tt>. 

Les  Ferdinand 

Mevrcartfe,  sbUcar. 

Bom:  Acton.  Age:  29. 

Caps:  10  (debut  v San  Merino. 
17553). 


Previous  chibs:  QPR,  Brantford 
(loan),  Besfctas  (toan). 

Height:  5ft  llln.  Wright  13st  5to. 

Robbie  Fowler  • • 


Basra  Liverpool.  Age:  21. 

3 (debut  v Bulgaria,  273.96). 


0. 

us  dubs:  None. 

Haight:  5ft  8K  Weight:  list  Bb. 

Nick  Barmby 

MdcBeabrough,  forward. 

Berm  Hull.  Aga:  22. 

Capa:  6 (debut  v Uruguay,  29.355). 

Goals:  2. 

Previous  elate  Tottenham. 
Height:  5ft  6»n.  Wright  1 1 st  31b. 

Teddy  Sheringham 

Tottanbam,  forward. 

Bone  Highama  Park.  Ape:  30.  ■ 
Cape:  15  (debut  v Poland,  294.93). 

Goals:  2. 

Previous  clubs:  MBwaS.  Aldershot 
(loan),  Nottingham  Forest. 

Height:  5ft  1 lln.  Weight:  12st  Sib. 

Alan  Shearer 

Msddwn,  striker. 

Bone  Newcastle.  Aga:  25. 

Caps:  23  (debut  v France,  1 9-2.92). 

Southampton. 
Height:  5ft  llln.  Weight:  list  31b. 


Bobbie  Fowler . . . a striking  revelation  at  Liverpool 


Germany  bent  on  style 


Michael  Walker,  in  Belfast  for  tonight's 
international,  hears  a remarkable  pledge 


THE  chances  of  Euro  96 
turning  into  a feast  of 
open  football  went  up 
another  notch  yesterday  with 
the  eyebrow-raising  an- 
nouncement from  the  Ger- 
many manager  Berti  Vogts 
that  style  Is  his  over-riding 
concern,  not  victory. 

“The  way  we  play  is  more 
important  than  success.”  said 
Vogts.  “If  we  win  the  title  as 
well  as  playing  good  football, 
then  great  but  we  must  play 
attractive  football." 

Germany  have  been  based 
here  for  the  past  week  and 
Vogts  described  the  spirit  in 
the  camp  as  “better  than 
ever".  The  decision  to  locate 
the  squad  away  from  the  pry- 
ing eyes  of  the  German  public 
for  the  first  time  had  clearly 
done  the  trick  and  Vogts  was 
full  of  praise  for  the  facilities 
and  hospitality  his  squad 
have  received. 

“We  are  very  grateful  for 
the  friendship  we  have  been 
given  in  Northern  Ireland,” 
he  said.  “We  have  been  able 
to  relax  here  and  now  we 


have  a better  team  spirit 
than,  for  example,  in  1994.  We 
have  progressed  over  the  past 
two  years  and  now  It  is  up  to 
the  players.  I have  done  my 
job.” 

Having  defeated.  Portugal, 
Holland  and  Denmark  since 
qualification.  Germany  will 
hardly  fear  Northern  Ireland 
at  Windsor  Park  tonight,  a 
side  so  young  that  some  of  the 
players  are  paid  in  Curly 
Wurlies.  Bryan  Hamilton  in- 
dicated that  he  might  even 
reduce  further  the  average 
age  of  his  teem,  currently  in 
the  early  20s.  by  including  the 
18-year-old  Manchester 
United  reserve  Philip 
Mulryne. 

“Philip  has  looked  so  com- 
fortable since  he  joined  the 
squad,”  said  Hamilton.  “And, 
given  time.  I think  he  will  be 
a big  star.  Alex  Ferguson 
agrees  and,  as  Norman  White- 
side  said  recently,  it’s  not 
how  young  a player  is  that 
matters,  it's  how  he  handles 
the  big  occasion.  I might  play 
Philip." 


Whiteside,  of  course,  was 
made  for  the  big  stage  and,  as 
a 17-year-old.  scored  a femous 
winning  goal  in  Hamburg  13 
years  ago.  Ian  Stewart  is  an- 
other Belfast  man  to  have 
achieved  that  rtigHrurtiam  and 
by  a quirk  of  fate  Stewart, 
who  works  as  a development 
officer  for  the  Irish  FA.  has 
been  acting  as  guide  and  bag 
carrier  for  the  current  Ger- 
man squad. 

Stewart’s  goal  came  on  one 
of  those  stirring  nights  at 
Windsor  Park  when  the 
ground  was  full  but  in  recent 
times  the  closure  of  the  Spion 
Kop  has  seen  the  noise  level 
drop  markedly.  Tonight  how- 
ever. for  one  last  time  before 
its  demolition  the  Kop  will  he 
open  and  Alan  McDonald,  the 
former  captain  no  longer 
guaranteed  a place,  has  called 
for  a renewal  of  that  old  ag- 
gressive spirit 

“Teams  used  to  be  a bit 
nervy  when  they  came  to  Bel- 
fast" said  McDonald.  ‘They 
knew  they  were  in  for  a hard, 
physical  battle."  Nervous? 
Germany?  All  Vogts  is  wor- 
ried about  is  style.  Ail  North- 
ern Ireland  is  worried  about 
are  votes.  But  that  is  another 
matter. 


Couto  prefers 
Old  Trafford 


I— DANGERS,  thwarted 
Ablest  week  when  Gian- 
f I Inca  VI alii  opted  to 
join  Chelsea,  appear  to 
have  lost  out  again,  this 
time  to  Manchester  United, 
writes  Don  Beet. 

The  Scottish  champions 
offered  around  £2.75  mil- 
lion for  Parma’s  Z6-year- 
old  Portuguese  interna- 
tional central  defender 
Fernando  Couto  but  the 
player  fancies  Old  Trafford. 
“I  still  have  a year  to  go 
with  Parma  but  any  profes- 
sional would  jump  at  the 
chance  to  play  in  England, 
and  Manchester  United  are 
the  champions,”  he  said. 
“Parma  may  agree  to  sell 
me  bnt  1 will  decide  wherel 
want  to  go.” 

Couto,  who  has  struggled 
to  hold  down  a regular 
place  with  Parma  but  wins 
his  32nd  cap  for  Portugal 
against  the  Republic  of  Ire- 
land in  Dublin  tonight,  has 
also  been  linked  with  a 
return  to  Porto. 

Leicester  City’s  captain 
Steve  Walsh  may  retire  de- 


spite his  side's  promotion 
to  the  Premiership-  The  31- 
year-old  fears  his  body 
might  not  be  able  to  cope 
with  top-flight  football 
after  the  punishment  it  has 
received  In  10  seasons  of 
wholehearted  endeavour 
for  the  Filbert  Street  side. 

Liverpool  have  been 
spurned  by  the  Marseille 
utility  player  Jean-Chrls- 
topbe  Marquet.  They  of- 
fered around  £1.3  million 
for  him  but  the  23-year-old 
said:  ‘To  a bit  young  to  try 
my  luck  abroad.” 

The  England  left-back 
Stuart  Pearce  has  agreed  a- 
new  three-year  contract 
with  Nottingham  Forest 
The  Football  League  is 
expected  to  announce  today 
a record  sponsorship  deal 
worth  about  £6  million 
over  three  seasons.  ■ 
Zimbabwe  have  dropped 
the  Coventry  striker  Peter 
Ndlovu  and  his  brother 
Adam  for  Sunday’s  World 
Cup  qualifier  against  Mad- 
agascar because  they 
reported  late  for  training  . 


Green  light  for  Brovin 


Patrick  Glenn,  in  Miami,  on  a World  Cup 
boost  for  Scotland’s  beleaguered  manager 


CRAIG  BROWN’S  stand- 
ing as  Scotland's  man- 
ager after  the  2-1  defeat 
by  the  Untied  States  remains 
undiminished  and  yesterday 
he  was  given  the  responsi- 
bility of  taking  the  national 
team  to  the  World  Cup  finals 
in  France  in  1998. 

Jim  Farry,  chief  executive 
of  the  Scottish  FA,  confirmed 
Brown’s  extended  remit,  hav- 
ing already  promised  as  much 
after  last  month's  friendly  in 
Denmark.  Brown’s  job  de- 
scription differs  from  that  of 
other  international  coaches. 
He  is  employed  by  the  SFA  as 
director  of  coaching,  and 
handling  the  national  fettm  is 
part  of  his  overall  responsibil- 
ities, as  it  was  for  his  prede- 
cessor Andy  Roxburgh. 

Farry  denied  that  Brown 
had  been  offered  a two-year 
contract  He  said:  “It’s  always 
been  (dear  that  Craig  Brown 
is  both  team  manager  and 
technical  director.  He  is 
doing  an  excellent  job  at  both 
levels.  He  has  been  a staff 
member  at  the  SFA  and. 


therefore,  does  not  have  a 
contract” 

Brown's  immediate  task  is 
to  get  Scotland  back  on  course 
for  Euro  96  with  a convincing 
performance  against  Colom- 
bia at  the  Orange  Bowl  here 
in  the  small  hours  of  tomor- 
row morning. 

The  South  Americans  may 
be  less  committed  than  the 
United  States  proved  in  Con-, 
necticut  They  have  to  meet 
Peru  in  a World  Cup  qualifier 
at  the  weekend  and  are  lining 
the  match  against  Scotland 
mainly  as  a leg-stretcher  for 
what  will  be  more  serious 
business  later. 

Andy  Goram.  the  Scotland 
goalkeeper,  starts  an  interna- 
tional for  the  first  time  in  17 
months  and  will  be  cheered  at 
the  thought  of  a gentle 
rehabilitation. 

Since  he  was  injured  in  the 
European  qualifier  against 
■Greece  in  Athens  in  Decem- 
ber 1994  the  Rangers  man  has 
played  only  20  minutes  at  in- 
ternational level,  in  a friendly 
against  Sweden  last  October. 


A succession  of  niggling  in- 
juries and  the  controversy 
last  October  when  he  declined 
to  play  against  Greece  at 
Hampden  because  he  was 
“not  mentally  attuned"  have 
allowed  Jim  Leighton  of 
Hibernian  to  start  the  last  12 
matches. 


It's  vital  that  we  get  to  see 
Goram  again,”  said  Brown  be- 
fore training  in  the  sub-tropi- 
cal heat  of  the  Florida  coast 
“We  already  know  who  will 
start  the  championship  in 
goal  for  us  against  Holland  on 
June  10  but  it  is  a secret 
which  will  not  be  revealed 
until  an  hour  before  the  kick- 
off at  Villa  Park.  It’s  been  one 
of  my  toughest  decisions,  be- 
cause both  men  have  such 
outstanding  claims.”  * 
Brown  awaits  tests  on  two 
forwards,  Scott  Booth  (blis- 
tered feet)  and  Gordon  Durie 
(shoulder  muscle),  but  con- 
firmed that  Ally  McCoist  will 
play  at  some  stage.  He  fields 
his  most  experienced  midfield 
— McAllister,  McCall  and 
Collins. 

SCOTLAND  (probable):  Doran) 

(Ranger*);  Han  dry  (Blackburn]. 

(Tottenham),.  Boyd-(C«mci; 
■nrfay  (Chateaa),  MriUBmr  fiaadsl- 
(Conic),  T 

MoKJatajr  (Celtic):  Doif*  (Rangers), 
Booth  (Aberdeen). 


Results 


1.600 


Soccer 

TOULON  MTERNAIWNAL 

U-21  TOURNAMENT 
Group  B 

I (01  O Angola  (1)  * 

Munhongo  4 (pen) 
Cpsta  63 

FRIENDLY  INTERNATIONAL  (Soflal: 
Bulgaria  3 i Kosudmov.  Stolchkov.  Qbot- 
glevj,  Macedonia  0 

FRIENDLY:  Shanghai  Shenhua  0,  AC 
Milan  t. 

Rugby  Union 

TOUR  HATCH:  Wanganui  13.  Scotland  49 

Tennis 

FRENCH  OPEN  (Paris)-  Hon:  Rrat 
round:  a Hud-Jpg  lUkri  bt  N LapentU 
(Ecu)  WW.M  B Dona  (Switz)  bt 
C-u  Smob  (Oen  &-».  6-4.  b-o.  j No— k 
tCzl  W M Pereira  (V«i|  2-6. 4-6.  6-2.  6-1. 

6-1:  S SrhoAtan  (Noth)  bt  □ Vaeek  (Cxi 

6-3,  r-3  1-6.  6-4  T Motor  (Ant)  M F 
Foiterietn  (Deni  8-4.  6-3.  6-4;  Q Fni—  t 
I Ft)  m A Chesnohov  (Ruai  7-6.  7-6.  2-6. 
HW.H  Preplan— n (Gar]  bt  C Ruud 
(Non  6-4. 6-a.  6-0;  R Krapoak  (Noth]  bt  S 
Nosaaty  (Hun)  4-6.  7-6.  6-1.  6-4;  F Man- 


(Sp)  bt  0 Dtri  (Ger)  6-4,  6-2.  8-7.  fr-4» 
T Ct— npioa  (Fr)  U 8 Stolid  (Aus)  2-0. 
0-4.  7-0,  4-6.  7-6.  A Vskwa  [RomJ  b*  M 
Qoollnor  (Garl  34,  M.  K W.  « C 
PMMtO  (ft)  bt  J Frana  (Arg)  6-1, 6-3,  fr* 
R ReMberg  (US  bt  T Enqvtat  (Swe)  fr-2. 
3-0,  3-6.  6-4.  6-4;  O Sotvua  (Fr)  bt  M 
Ondruaha  (BA)  6-4,  B-4.  3-6.  6-7.  9-7:  H 
Htam  (Chile)  bt  M Joyce  (USt  7-6. 6-1. 6-4. 
P HurWt  (Noth)  MIS  Aynooul  (Mor) 

7-5.  7-6,  3-6  rot  A Boorica  (Fr)  bl  J 
Palmer  (US)  6-3. 6-4. 6-3;  A naadetri  (It) 
bt  K TMliftamw  (Flnj  6-3.  6-1.  6-1;  H TB- 
rirum  (Sum)  M C Costa  (Spj  4-6, 2-6. 6-1. 

7- 5. 6-);  A Baoriari  (Sp)  bt  M Tebbutt 
(Aus)  fr-t.  6-4,  3-6.  6-9;  B Karburiiea 
(Oer)  bt  G Peres-Boklen  (And  6-2.  6-4. 
6—4,  n Frembaro  (Alia)  bl  O Daultre  (Fr) 
6-3.  6-1.  6-3;  J rinHouberg  (Aus)  M J 
KroslaJc  iSfej  6-1,  6-2.  6-1.  N Knowles 
(Bah)  bl  □ Norman  (Bet)  6-7. 6-3. 4-6.  fr-3. 

8- 4;  9 Edboro  CSwa)  b»  K AJwiN  (Mor)  6-4 

8-2,  6-4.  H Otaog  (US)  bt  D PrinosU  (GW) 
6-1. 6-1. 6-2;  B UMirltdi  (fa)  bt  F Montana 
(US)  6-2.  6-4.  6-S:  L Roux  (ft)  ttl  F Foo- 
ting (Fr)  3-6.  6-4.  6-0.  6-1:  J IHaSoh 
(Swttz)  bt  M Larseon  (Svrtrt  6-1.  64.  4-6. 
6-3;  O Iwdeetrfci  (Cro)  bt  J Arrese  (Sp) 
6-4. 6-4. 6-1.  o Wborien  (US)  bt  G Ftaoux 
(Fr)  6-7.  frO.  6-4. 6-4;  O Bnaadafci  (QB)  W 
G Doyle  (Aus)  6-S.  1-6.  7-5.  2-6.  7-6. 
Woman : First  ronmle  I QpMea  (Horn)  bt 
C MoOtes  (Fr)  6-a  6-1:  B Manor  (Gar)  H 
K Studenlkwa  (8)o)  6-a  6-1:  J H— am 
|Gz)  bt  L Hlditwova  (Czl  6-0.  fr-2;  ■ San- 
ches Loronao  (Sp)  bt  A CochaCaux  (Fr) 
6-2.  6-4;  T WbnBogar  Jones  (US)  bt  E 


Team  talk 


For  the  latest  Transfer  News 

Call  0891  33  77+ 
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06 
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18 
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IS 

Aston  Wla 

11 
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14 
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34 
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36 
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20 
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21 
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04 
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30 

BoRon 

38 

Man.  City 

02 
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27 
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24 
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01 
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07 

Burnley 

31 

Middesbrough 

23. 

West  Ham 

12 

Chelsea 

08 

MihraH 

29 

Wimbledon 

26 

Coventry  City 

17 

Newcastle  Utd 

16 
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37 

Derby  Canty 

28 

Norwich  City 

18 

Celtic 

09 

Evarton 

06 

Nottm.  Forest 

13 
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10 

Hudd.  Town 

32 

OPR 

26 

Spert 


Guardian 


Mark  Lai 


. E-jpp:  ' .-d  by:  ‘MS.  1 : 
713  -47 3 


Wagnor  (Gar)  8-1.  8-4  B 
thy  (Neth)  bt  A Decheume-Bairemt  (ft) 
6-4.  64;  S Ffcrine  (II)  bt  C Crlsiea  (Rom) 
6-3.  64:  S Ayr  rifie  (Bel)  bt  R Stubbs 
(Aus)  6-1.  6-1;  P Lenjoea  (C2)  bt  N 
Ar  endt  (US)  6-2. 7-6.  Ethtanm  (Rue)  bt 
N Baudone  fit)  6-a  3-6.  6-1:  A Bainht 
Dario  (Sp)  W A Gloss  (Ger)  6-2.  6-3;  N 
twintm  (Japan)  M K Nowak  (PoH  6-2. 
6-1:  K Dari  (Japan)  bl  A Carl  aeon  rSwoj 
3-fr  6-3.  64;  L «U  (US)  bt  R Hlrak) 
I Japan)  6-3,  fr-tt  K Habetrieva  (Sto)  M K 
God  ridge  (Aus)  6-7. 6-0.  7-6;  S Oraf  (Gar) 
ML  Holland  (Let)  6-3. 6-2:  E Uriewtaeea 
(Rug) « J Vftesoar  (Ant)  fr3.  i-a  64:  B L 
Barela  (Spt  bt  N Mlyatf  (Japan)  64  6-4, 
N Bnadata  (Aus)  bt  J Wstanabo  (US)  6-2. 
6-3:  Jtaa-oiMt  VI  (Chma)  M J Capriati 
(US)  6-S.  7-&  A BanriZriwttl  («  U F 
Label  (Aral  2-6  6-1.  r-6:  A Bauresaao 
(ft]  WB  Refoatxtier  (Ant)  6-2,  va  6-4:  J 
Kalard  Pactiris  (ft)  bt  L Lea  (US)  2-6. 
6-1. 6-0.  ■ Oraamns  (Noth)  bt  L GhiranJi- 
RubtH  (Fr)  6-3. 6-0.  A Ore—  tUSl  bt  V 
Karalo  (Japan)  64.  6-a  T hanria* 
(Yua)  bt  6 Hack  |Ger)  7-5. 7-6.  ■ Maloaira 
M L Raymond  (U8)  6-1. 64. 13-tO;  C He- 
(Sp)  bt  E)0  cartons  [Bell  6-T.  fr-1;  K 
’ (Japan)  bl  K Adams  (US)  64. 
3-6.  6-2.  Y Ban  At  (trio)  bt  M Wards! 

Wltrneyor  |U8)  64. 0-2.  L Davenport  (US) 
M F Pariatb  (W  64. 6-1;  K Baopert  (Noth) 
bl  A Montolka  (So)  6-1. 64;  B heri  (AuJ) 
bt  N Kljkmrta  (Japan | 64.  6-4;  F iriilanl 
ID)  bt  C Porwft  (Gar)  64.  7-5. 

Baseball 

AMERICAN  LKAOWb  Oakland  3,  Boston 
ia  Torwttn  S.  Chicago  4;  Kamaa  City  5. 
Detroit  4 (in  IS):  Texas  a.  Oeiriand  2; 
Cal  Horn)  a 5.  Now  York  16 
WAHOHAL IMAQWB  PJBsburph  3.  Hous- 
ton 6,  S(  Louis  2.  Cotoada  ft  Cbicsgo  1. 
Atlanta  ft  Florida  ft  Cincinnati  Z Mcnbeal 
3.  San  Diego  4. 

Basketball 


ah  Orlando 
101.  Chicago  106  (Chicago  vnnsertee  4-0). 

Chess 

DOS  MERMAN AS  TOURNAMENT 
(SavtOa);  Roord  Mb  V Anand  find)  L J 
Prigar  (Km)  X G Kasparov  (Rual  a V 
Kramnik  (Rua)  1;  M Mascas  (Sp)  X V Ivan- 
chuk (Ukr)  & G Kamsfcy  (US)  0.  V Topaiov 
(But)  V A Stibov  (Sp)  <■  B OaHand  (Be- 
tarus)  a Lulwu  Topalov  ft  Anand. 
Kmnk  4;  Kasparcw,  masnv.  Gattand  a 

Cycling 

GIRO  PTTAUAi  tori  rtm  (IfrUanf  1.  R 
Maosl  (ID  Refio  arntn  36mta  3Baec  3 G 
Furian  fit)  Snop  M 4aocS.  F Casegrande 
fit)  Secco;  4,  C Chtaouoci  fit)  Carrera:  S.  A 
Uanzano  Qtane  Pfl)  llapet  ft  EZUna  (10 
Carrara;  7.  A Gootdwntav  (Roe)  RoNoDk 
ft  F F vetm  fit)  PanartK  tt.  M Omes  Fer- 
nandez (Sp)  Mapat;  1ft  B Zbarg  (Sen) 
Carrara.  OeenM  1.  D RobetRn  (K)  Fo» 
44hr  37mtn  32aec;  Z P Ton tar  (Rue)  Pan- 
aria  at  4eoc;  3.  S Fauattm  fit)  Aki  ft  4. 
Zafna  13;  5.  Casegrande  16: 6.  L Pieprii  (10 
Retfei  at  7.  P Ugrumov  (Lab  RcaJotB  1ft  B. 
I Gath  (IQ  Gewtn  2ft  9.  P Kerve  (ft)  Fe- 
stma  2ft  TO.  Y Baron  (Hus)  Gewtn  si 

Squash 

WORLD  CUP  MIXED  TEAM  COMPETI- 
TION (Kuala  Lumpur  >.  Pool  Ai  Australia  3 
Hong  Kong  0:  Ornuny  3 Smgapgra  0. 


J,  KoBsnd  0 (Ena  >««()' 
bt  L Butt  9-3,  9-3  9-6:  M 
M P Sctiecrdcr  9-0.  9-0.  9-3;  S 
Hantir  W V ABdnson  B-7.  9-3.  »-5t  Fin- 
land 2.  Malaysia  1.  Peal  C:  South  Attica  3, 
New  Zealand  0-  Sweden  2.  Brazil  l.  Peel 
DtCeada  2,  Watoa  1 (Can  Itrel)-  0 Ryd- 
Ing  last  to  D fam  0-9.  8-10.  fr-3.  6-0.  J 
Crowd! le  bt  U Ban(amtn  9-6.  6-2.  9-Z  K 
toecharean  bt  K Hogan  9-1.  9-3.  2-9 
9-6);  Egypt  3.  Italy  Q 

Ice  Hockey 


MHL»  Unrig  C 
totwooee  Detrad  5.  Colorado  : (Colorado 
lead  sense  3-2). 

Evening  Racing 
HEXHAM 

8.33  (Rm  *t  IfOyrie  KdU):  1,  DAISY 
DAYS,  P Carbetry  (1*4-11.  3,  Rasriy 
(3-1):  3,  Suae  Last  (114).  5-2  Ur  71, e 
Swcnw.  12  ran  7.  ft  |J  Hcaa.vd  Johnsnnt 
Tota  C11JBK  n.70.  D.JO  Ct  60  Dual  F 
C 16.2ft  Trio;  E45.40  CSF  C53  18.  NR  Hya 
Prim. 

TA9  (2ri  «f  1-lOTde  dtp  1,  MOVAC,  » 

Thomton  (2-1  lav):  t,  Le  Dirtt  l’-ti. 
3.  Write  Cent  (7-1)  12  ran.  27.  3.  IUim 
L Huasem  Tote'  13  5ft  £2  « C 2.30.  C3flft 
Dual  F-  C3310.  Trio  02.90.  CSF  117  77. 
NR  BadUey  Fountain. 

7-33  (Em  M()k  3.  HAM  IWOOS,  R 
Gam  By  (4-6  lav):  2,  hteries  16-1);  3, 
oanihaninn  (10-1).  IS  ran  S.  2.  |M 
Hammond]  Tori:  ci  «7.  Li  JO.  [3.00.  Ezra. 
Dual  F:  O.SO.  Trio-  no  70.  CSF  £10  4A 
BAB  (tel  at  HOfdft  t,  Muuec  RAIN, 
GCahOI  16-1);  SfTbaToaetor  (7-2  favi;  3, 
Elehopdriv  (14-1)  11  ran  7.  8 IB  EUh 
soo)  Tori;  £8.70;  C2.50.  1131.  EO90  Dual 
F-.  £12. ID.  Irri-  £81  te  CSF  0805  Tt«jh7 
£272.06 

US  (ten  41  HOpk  HdteA  1,  KINDS 
LAME,  Mr  M H Nauohton  (33-11  2,  Lago 
Lags  (7-2)"  S.  tri»  EmOy  (2-1  n-«a*L  w 
tan.  14,  a P Dun)  lota  Esaac  C990. 
£2.00.  C130.  Dual  F:  £3590.  Tno:  £18340 
CSF-  C185.42 

SANOOWN 

E20  (ini  tayriah  i,  early  peace 
Dana  O'Natll  (16 *1):  X,  lawyowriHeae 
(3-1  Hnt  3.  D— am  114-1).  3-1 
fi-tav  T*  Amo  10  ran.  HK.fR  Hannon) 
Tote-  £2830;  £680.  £1  JO.  £260  Dual  F: 
£37m  TUB:  £10430  CSF:  £5087. 

EB0  (In  2»  aiyd*>  t>  ATLANTIC 
war,  o Bardweu  (7-lfc  2,  Mtmraare 

(12-1U  »,  dridler  Mrit  (14-1).  8-2  lav 
Deadline  TM  10  ran.  1L  1*  (B  WUmani 
Tote:  £BJft  £2.30.  £230.  £2.50.  Dual  F 
£4480.  Tito.  £22080.  CSF  £7539  Trio»C 
£1.03330.  m.  M Away  Wdh  H. 

750  {1m  2f  1.  BHAHTOU,  L Dtl- 
too  (4-S  (av):  E Rooky  Oaale  (9-?.:  3, 
(Unger  Pen  {9-1).  16  ran.  ft  6 IJ  (kndqm 
Tori'  £1.90:  II  JO.  £170,  £2  40  Dual  F 
£3  1ft  Trio:  £10.60  CSF-  £S  37  NR. 
Sctomorph. 

750  (la  M 7yria)i  1,  P05UD9X1.  Pal 
Eddery  til-21.  E Lucky  H |1H  fan  a, 
Soag  of  Tara  HIM)  11  ran  L 1ft  ill 
Skiutel  Tote  CS.BO:  Cl  40.  £14'J  £2£0 
Dual  F-  £5W  TtIk  D.?0.  CSF.  E13.W 
ftCO  (««yite):ti  DEADLY  DUDLEY,  U 
J Kinane  (74  taui  a,  Remn  fnp 
l ISO- SOL  3,  DaySgU  In  Dubai  l>-7i.  ii 
ran  4.  5.  IR  Hannon  i Tolu'  £2  40  £1  9£- 
C 10  Dual  F Cl«  CSF  t;P  Sran- 
Ur  da  Inn. 


Fixtures 


Sport  in  brief 


|7  30  unless  stated) 

Soccer 

FRIENDLY  UtTERNATtOMALSi  Northern 
1'elJhd  v Germany  (Windsor  F*K):  Rop  d 
Ireland  » Po«1u-jal  (Larjsdojwvo  Rdl. 

Rugby  Union 

TUBI  MATCH  WL-rirn  AusFdUa  v Wales 

it  1 Qam  Perth! 

Rugby  League 

STONES  SUPER  LEAOUK  Wigan  V 
Shnlli'Jd 

Hockey 

WOMEN’S  IMTSnNATIOMALr  Groat  Brit- 
ain v Australia  (7.0,  FU-atfing  HC.  Sonrung). 

• The  nisi  Ryder  Cup  lor  studonn.  or 
catboiid'ci  go  bars  os  they  are  salleu  in  the 
US.  wm  ce  bold  m Scotland  in  1987.  The 
Palmer  Cud.  sponsored  by  the  Arnold 
Palmer  Gob  Company,  will  be  playri  ri  Si 
Andrews  iwnd  August  The  annual  evenl 
It*  reams  d eight  anuieurB  vnHI  bring, 
together  tne  oesl  young  goRera  from  both 
aides  or  the  Atlantic  lor  tne  Rrst  time 

6 Henry  Wharton,  the  former  European 
nuDcmnddleweid’l  champton,  has  a new 
opponent  tor  a 10-round  warm-up  In  hie 
home  bum  of  York  m June  4 Wharton. 
No.  1 rttaUairger  to  South  Aft  tea's  Sugar 
Boy  Mannga  lor  ths  WBC  rifle,  was  to  meet 
Jean-Roger  Tsid)o  but  will  now  light 
another  Frenchman,  Stepbane  Ntzmrd. 
rewnily  aulpoimed  tor  (he  French  tilts 

• Britain  * women's  hockey  team  are 
playing  tno  beat  before  the  Olympic 
tournaninnt  in  Atlanta.  LJBi  weak 
Argentina,  the  tea  Inn  1994  World  Cup 
nnalnts.  ons  wouk  AiniraUa.  toe  World 
Cup  r.hatnptons  and  undlapuied  wcrW 
No.  1 team,  whom  they  mael  at  Reading 
brtay  and  tomorrow. 

• Moscow  Torpedo  have  been  suspended 
from  all  Uria  soccer  competitions  lor 
tailing  to  pay  a debt  or  £141.500  to 
Ainlria's  WB  Wodtmo.  That  sum  at  was 
compensation  tor  the  training  and 
development  ol  the  Russian  Andrei 
KAlaiktlDv.  who  playri  tor  toe  Austrians 
for  one  seaun  hi  1992-03  beltire  returning 
to  Ucncow  He  hn  since  retired.  Uria  sey 
they  will  Kttihe  ban  tfton  Russians,  who 
ban-  appoated  agalntu  toe  deenton.  pay 
the  dab!  by  June  15. 

• suunne  Honwr.  toe  British  champion 
Iron  MUkctieU.  rocJauns  log  position  Irani 
Norfolk  s Casino  Jackman  m toe  new 
English  women's  aquash-raekori 
ranfesqs.  (M  Hants  retains  toe  men  s top. 
ranMitg. 

RANKUWS;  In  1.  D Harm  (Essex);  2. 
M ChaJonor  (Unra).  3 C Maher  (Enas);  4. 
M Cjirte  iO*on).  5 P Johnson  (Knnil:  6.  J 
Nmiilf  (Halts).  7.  N Taylor  (Lancs),  ft  S 
Urjda  (Bcr)si  Wentens  I.  S.  Homer 
iTpiks):  2,  j f.iarkn  (Northumbria):  ft  F 
Gcavet  IWUS.  i L CJiarman  iSua«n»i 
3rd  C JjcJjrjn  (Ftoifoni.  6 S Wrlghl 
ihtnli  7 P Macrae  iEsw«l.  8 □ Leevirs 
iSir.yrri 


Rugby  Union 

The  Cork  fly-half  Paul  Burke, 
capped  seven  times  by  Ire- 
land, is  moving  to  Bristol  on  a 
three-year  contract  repor- 
tedly worth  £160,000.’  He  and 
his  new  half-back  partner 
Kyran  Bracken  played  for 
England  at  Schools  and 
Under-21  level  before  the  Lon- 
don-born Burke  opted  to  rep- 
resent the  land  of  his  parents. 

The  new  blueprint  for 
rugby  union  thrashed  out  last 
week  was’  yesterday  endorsed 
by  the  Second  Division  dubs. 
The  RFU  and  the  English  Pro- 
fessional Rugby  Union  Clubs 
reached  a compromise  by 
which  more  clubs  — but  12, 
not  14  — will  compete  in  Div- 
ision Two  next  season. 

Chess 

Russia's  20-year-old  Vladimir 
Kramnik  routed  Garry  Ka- 
sparov in  36  moves  at  the  Dos 
Hermanas  event  in  Seville, 
writes  Leonard  Barden.  Play- 
ing Black  in  a Meran  varia- 
tion, he  sacrificed  three 
pieces  to  chase  the  world 
champion's  king  across  the 
board  and  force  resignation. 
Bulgaria’s  Veselin  Topalov 
now  leads  this  strongest 
grandmaster  tournament  by 
half  a point  from  Kramnik 
and  India's  Vishy  Anand. 

Cycling 

Roldolfo  Massi  broke  away 
less  than  a mile  from  the 
finish  to  win  yesterday’s  loth 
stage  of  die  Giro  dltalia  in 
3hr  56m tn.  The  hilly  92-mile 
course  from  Arezzo  to  Prato 
in  Tuscany  saw  several 
breakaway  attempts  in  the 
last  15  miles  but  Team  Polti 
kept  Da  vide  Rebel  Iin,  another 
Italian  who  finished  only  a 
few  seconds  behind,  in  the 
overall  leader’s  pink  jersey. 


Rowing 


Olympic  pair 
hit  by  virus 

STEVE  REDGRAVE  and 
Matthew  PLnsent,  the 
Olympic  and  world  coxless 
pairs  champions,  have  fallen 
victims  of  a viral  infection 
and  have  withdrawn  from  the 
final  pre-Olympic  regatta  in 
Lucerne  this  weekend. 

A number  of  rowers  from 
the  Leander  club  have  been 
affected  by  the  virus.  The 
British  rowing  manager 
Brian  Armstrong  said:  "Obvi- 
ously. with  just  eight  weeks 
to  go  until  Atlanta,  we’re  not 
taking  any  risks.  We  are  con- 
fident that  Oils  will  not  have 
any  significant  effect  Mat- 
thew is  back  in  training  after 
missing  a few  days  and  we  ex- 
pect Steve's  recovery  to  fol- 
low the  same  pattern.” 

The  British  men’s  eight 
have  also  withdrawn  from  the 
Swiss  regatta  after  three  crew 
members  were  struck  down 
by  the  same  illness. 

Redgrave  has  not  competed 
at  Lucerne  in  an  Olympic 

year  since  1984.  In  1S88  he  and 

his  partner  Andy  Holmes 
missed  out  because  of  injury 
but  went  on  to  win  gold  in  the 
coxlfiss  pairs  and  bronze  in 
the  coxed  pairs  In  SeouL 
Pour  years  later,  before 
Barcelona,  he  suffered  colitis 
but  recovered  to  partner  Pin- 
sent  to  an  emphatic  victory 
Redgrave  is  attempting  to 
«wae  the  first  British  compet- 
itor to  win  a gold  medal  at 
four  successive  Olympics. 

™ British  squad  in  Lu- 
cerne wil]  be  headed  by  the 
coxless  four,  comprising  the 

7-Cold  me<*aliist 
brothers  Greg  and  Jonny- 

$*“*7  Wfth  Tim  Fosterand 
Rupert  Obholzer. 


Ice  Hockey 


Lynch  berates 
British  players 


Vic  BatcheMer 


JIM  LYNCH,  the  fbrmi 
Murrayfield,  Fife  an 
Dumfries  coach,  will  be  : 
charge  of  the  Super leagi 
club  at  Ayr  when  they  beg; 
operations  in  August. 

If  the  coach  is  familiar  i 
tiie  domestic  game,  it  is  tu 
likely  the  same  will  be  true  i 
Ayr’s  players.  Lynch  sa 
that,  because  of  British  pla 
era’  lack  of  interest,  his  tea: 
will  be  mostly  “Europea 
Community  passport  hold® 
based  in  Europe”. 

He  added  that  he  ha 
received  only  one  applicatic 
a British  playe: 
There’s  no  hunger.  (BritisJ 
players  don’t  care  whethi 
they  play  or  at  what  lev® 
And  the  one  British  guy  wt 
phoned  me.  his  mone 
requirement  was  ludicrous.’1 
Lynch  and  his  assistant,  tt 
S?11®*  ' G*ech  internationi 
Milan  FIgala.  have  been  looi 
ing  at  Czech  players  with  Ge 
man  passports  who  can  t 
^sned  without  restriction. 

, vine®  Boe.  the  Canadian  d 
fenceman  with  a British  pas 
port  who  was  with  Lunch  an 
rhfiala  at  Dumfries,  is  thed 
main  signing  so  for.  ■ 

V Newcastle  Wasps'  plays: 
coach  Rick  Brabant  has  give 
up  playing  to  concentrate  o 
coaching  the’  Superleagu 
team.  He  will  he  joined  b 
Timo  Torunen;  a forme 
Finnish  Elite  League  playe 
wtflrshc  years'  coaching  exp 
rienee  in  Finland.  Wasps 
who  aided  last  season  wit 
three  Finns,  are  expected  t 
sign  more  Scandinavians 
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Cricket 


B & H Cup,  quarter-finafs:  Glamorgan  v Warwickshire 

Maynard  upset 
by  finger  of  fate 


Oawfd  Foot  at  Cardiff 


AS  LONG  as  Matthew 
Maynard  and  Ottis 
Gibson  were  together 
in  an  exhilarating 
middle-order  stand  Glamor, 
gan  looked  set  to  storm  to  vic- 
tory and  prolong  Warwick- 
shire’s tentative  present  ran. 

The  counts*  champions 
were  uncharacteristically 
nervous  but,  once  the  part- 
nership was  broken,  they 
recovered  their  poise  to 
squeeze  home  by  12  runs. 

Maynard  and  Gibson  in 
their  varying  styles  — the  res- 
ponsible skipper  and  the  mus- 
cular, often  unorthodox  West 
Indian  — put  on  136  runs  to 
crack  the  record  sixth-wicket 
partnership  in  the  Benson 
and  Hedges  and  then  all  one- 
day  competitions. 

Gibson  was  dropped  in  the 
deep  and  then  at  mid-on.  A 
neat  chip  by  Maynard  was 
kicked  over  the  boundary  by 
a fielder.  But  it  was  still 
thrilling  cricket,  carrying  the 


nuances  of  vengeful  purpose 
following  the  humiliating 
manner  in  which  Glamorgan 
went  down  to  Warwickshire 
last  summer  here  in  the 
NatWest  semi-final. 

Glamorgan  had  hammered 
their  way  back  into  this 
match  to  the  point  where  the 
target  had  become  a realistic 
one.  leaving  them  a relatively 
obtainable  63  to  get  in  the  last 
10  overs.  The  200  was  passed 
with  one  of  Gibson's  three 
sixes.  But  at  216  Gibson,  due 
to  go  Into  hospital  later  this 
week  for  a hernia  operation 
and  forced  to  bowl  earlier  at  a 
restricted  pace,  was  caught  at 
deep  cover  for  68  off  only  60 
balls. 

Suddenly  Warwickshire 
were  regaining  the  initiative. 
Thomas  disappeared  first  boll 
and  then  Maynard  was  out 
lbw  to  the  evergreen  Small,  n 
decision  which  clearly  upset 
him.  The  end  was  near  and 
Warwickshire’s  celebrations 
were  rapidly  superseding  the 
early  controversy  over  the  So- 
phia Gardens  wicket. 


Knight  Ostler  and  Brown 
were  all  Injured  on  the  fin- 
gers. The  consequences  were 
worse  for  Knight,  who  frac- 
tured his  left  Index  finger, 
though  he  Is  kaen  to  play  In 
the  championship  match  on 
Thursday.  The  umpires  noted 
the  early  vagaries  of  the  track 
but  these  lessened  considera- 
bly as  the  day  wore  on. 

Warwickshire  ware  all  out 
with  seven  bolls  of  their  allo- 
cation left.  Ostler,  above  all. 
bad  given  them  substance 
and  went  os  to  earn  the  man 
of- the- match  award.  He  stood 
firm  when  the  strip  seemed  at 
Us  most  intimidating.  Then 
he  built  his  aide’s  uncertain 
innings,  heaving  a memora- 
ble six  off  Watkin  before 
being  eighth  out  for  85. 

While  the  promoted  Brown 
adopted  a punchy  approach. 
Reeve  improvised.  Smith  was 
out  to  a diving  catch  at  long 
off,  Penney  to  a loose  shot 
into  the  covers.  But  Ostler 
found  support  from  Welch 
and  helped  to  provide  a com- 
petitive target. 


Surrey  v Yorkshire 


Powerful  Byas  runs 
in  Yorkshire’s  favour 


Paul  Weaver  at  The  Oval 


Yorkshire  not  only 
beat  Surrey  here  yester- 
day; they  rubbed  their 
hosts'  noses  in  the  grounds- 
man Paul  Brind's  famous  soil, 
winning  by  nine  wickets  with 
12.5  overs  to  spare  to  reach 
the  semi-finals  for  the  first 
time  for  five  years. 

It  was  a muscular  perfor- 
mance by  this  well-balanced 
and  determined  Yorkshire 
side,  and  in  particular  their 
captain  David  Byas.  In  the 
meaning  they  made  the  heavy 
artillery  of  Surrey's  batting 
look  like  so  many  loose  can- 
nons and  in  the  afternoon 
treated  their  bowlers  with  ag- 
gressive disdain. 

Byas,  or  “Bingo”  as  he  is 
known  because  he  comes 
from  Scarborough,  led  from 
the  front  with  a powerful  un- 


defeated 116,  his  highest  score 
in  one-day  cricket  He  faced 
103  balls,  hit  18  fours,  most  of 
them  with  strong  drives,  and 
with  Michael  Bevan  (65) 
added  136  from  137  balls  for 
the  second  wicket 
Surrey  normally  wait  until 
June  or  July  before  they  im- 
plode. It  Is  too  early  to  dis- 
miss them,  particularly  with 
all  the  optimism  around  The 
Oval  and  given  the  favourable 
impression  created  by  the 
coach  Dave  Gilbert,  but  this 
was  a shattering  defeat 
The  Oval  is  never  an  easy 
place  to  defend  a total  but 
Surrey,  who  were  put  in, 
looked  at  least  50  runs  short 
when  they  were  all  out  for 
229.  Chris  Silver-wood  was  Im- 
pressive, with  three  for  41. 
and  so  was  Peter  Hartley, 
who  went  for  only  five  runs  in 
one  five-over  spelL 
The  Surrey  innings  lacked 


Impetus  and,  with  wickets 
foiling  regularly,  they  resem- 
bled a car  changing  up  too 
soon.  Both  Alistair  Brown, 
with  40  from  as  many  deliver- 
ies and  seven  fours,  and  Gra- 
ham Thorpe,  who  hit  41  and 
she  fours,  were  out  just  when 
they  looked  ready  to  domi- 
nate. So  was  Chris  Lewis, 
after  flicking  a six  over 
square-leg. 

Yorkshire  started  at  a 
sprint  Byas  lost  his  opening 
partner  Michael  Vaughan  In 
the  15th  over,  nonchalantly 
caught  by  Lewis  in  the  gully 
Off  Joey  Bprfrrmin-  Benjamin 
had  respectable  figures  of  9-2- 
31-1  before  his  last  over, 
which  went  for  22. 

From  what  proved  to  be  the 
last  ball  of  the  game  Bevan 
was  dropped  by  the  sprawling 
Ward  as  he  and  Byas  scam- 
pered the  winning  runs.  It 
summed  up  Surrey's  day. 


Northamptonshire  v Kent 

Early  honours  to 
Capel  at  a pinch 


Oavid  Bopps  at  Northampton 


David  capel  objects  to 
being  called  a pinch-hit- 
ter. To  borrow  an  Amer- 
ican baseball  term  offends  his 
regard  for  cricket's  tradi- 
tions. He  would  prefer  his 
gung-ho  half-century  for 
Northamptonshire  to  be  de- 
picted purely  as  a piece  of 
forceful  opening 

batsmanship. 

Matthew  Fleming,  more  the 
type  to  revel  in  unorthodoxy, 
has  no  such  hang-ups.  Refer 
to  his  40  from  23  balls  for  Kent 
as  "FOB”  and  he  would  be 
disappointed  the  description 
was  not  more  catchy.  He  has 
even  tried  to  adapt  the  style 
by  opening  In  championship 
cricket,  if  with  limited 
success. 

Capel  - finished  last  night 
much  the  happier.  Northants’ 
290  for  seven,  the  construc- 
tion of  which  was  completed 
by  Rob  Bailey’s  sturdy  and 
considered  105  from  129  balls, 
looked  distant  for  Kent,  wbo 
finished  on  108  for  four  when 
the  weather  intervened  for 
the  last  time  after  20£  overs.  . 

Some  phrase  must  indicate 
that  batting  tactics  have  been 
ipfinenrori  by  the  artificial 
fielding  restrictions  in  the 
first  15  overs  and  Capel  mid 
Fleming,  along  with  Alistair 
Brown,  are  prime  candidates 
for  this  season's  accolade  as 
the  Prince  of  Sloggers.  Some 
of  yesterday's  strokeplay 


matched  the  World  Cup  stan- 
dards of  Sanath  Jayasuriya. 

Capel  bore  his  responsibil- 
ities gravely,  as  if  striving  for 
a veneer  of  Victorian  respect- 
ability to  a slightly  squalid 
art  McCague  withdrew  from 
the  attack  after  conceding  20 
in  two  overs,  whereupon  he 
spent  much  of  the  next  hour 
pounding  around  the  long-leg 
boundary  as  Thompson  was 
pulled  to  distraction. 

After  making  63  from  45 
balls  Capel  responded  to 
Marsh's  decision  to  stand  up 
to  the  stumps  by  taking  guard 
well  outside  off-stump  and 
succeeded  only  in  hauling 
Ealham  to  wide  mid-on. 

Fleming's  pinch-hitting  is 
more  a search  for  the  out- 
rageous. He  came  Into  this 
quarter-final  fresh  from  an 
unbeaten  63  in  20  balls 
against  Yorkshire  in  a 10-over 
Sunday  slog,  and  two  whips 
through  midwicket  against 
the  left-armer  Taylor 
reflected  a keen  eye  and  a 
shameless  disposition. 

Bowled  by  Ambrose  in 
steady  drizzle,  he  cursed 
every  step  to  die  dressing- 
room,  soon  followed  by  the 
umpires  as'  they  suspended 
play. 

Kent’s  hopes  looked  forlorn 
upon  the  resumption.  Pen- 
berthy’s  lavish  inswing  had 
Hooper  dismissed  at  mid-off 
and  Cowdrey  taken  off  the  in- 


Lancs  vGloucs 

Elworthy  gets 
his  name  in 
lights  at  last 


Mite  Sehray  at  Old  Traffford 


side  edge  within  five  balls. 
Curran's  outswi"*»“r  tHoT1 
bowled  Llongfirst 


Sidhu  refuses 
to  reconsider 

/NDIA’s  management  have 
foiled  to  persuade  their 
Test  opening  batsman  Nav- 
jot  Sidhu  to  reconsider  his 
decision  to  retire  from  in- 
ternational cricket,  writes 
Mike  Selvey. 

Sidhu  feels  he  is  the 
scapegoat  for  some  poor  In- 
dia performances  and  is  be- 
lieved to  have  said  he  might 
be  ready  to  return  under  a 
different  captain  from  Ho- 
hanunad  Azharuddin. 

-Sidhu  is  the  only  recog- 
nised Test  opener  in  the 
tour  party  but  India  will 
not  be  seeking  a replace- 
ment for  him. 

Two  former  Test  players 
Manoj  Prabhakar  and  Lala 
Atnamath  last  night  rallied 
behind  Sidhu,  blaming  In- 
dia's selectors  and  manage- 
ment for  his  decision. 


WHEN  someone  asks 
whether  Steve  Elworthy 
toured  England  with  Austra- 
lia A and  is  told  “no,  probably 
not,  because  he’s  South  Afri- 
can”, It  is  obvious  that  Lanca- 
shire's overseas  replacement 
for  Wasim  Akram  is  no 
celebrity. 

But  yesterday,  in  a match 
affected  by  the  weather,  be 
produced  a spell  of  bowling 
worthy  of  his  predecessor. 

. Coming  on  first-change  El- 
worthy took  four  for  14  with 
bis  fast-medium  gowm,  help- 
ing to  reduce  Gloucestershire 
from  52  without  loss  to  75  for 
six  Although  Jack  Russell 
battled  his  way  to  24  and  a 
last-wicket  stand  between 
Martyn  Ball  (25)  and  Court- 
ney Walsh  {21  not  out)  pro- 
duced another  39,  Lancashire 
were  left  to  chase  only  159. 

By  the  time  play  ended  at  8 
o'clock,  however,  they  had 
lost  the  Mikes,  Watkinson 
and  Atherton,  and  lan  Austin, 
a sort  of  pinch -hitting 
nightwatchman,  for  12. 

In  October  Elworthy  played 
for  Nicky  Oppenheizners  side 
in  the  pipe-opener  to  Eng- 
land’s winter  tour.  His  start 
with  Lancashire  had  been 
anything  but  golden,  how- 
ever, and  he  was  dropped  for 
two  of  Lancashire’s  zonal 
matches  in  this  competition. 

Yesterday,  replacing  the 
promising  Glen  Chappie,  he 
paid  his  way  with  Interest 
Having  been  put  in  Glouces- 
tershire made  a strong  start 
despite  a jagging  pitch  and 
gloomy  light  Tony  Wright 
(26) "and  Nick  Trainor(25) 
bringing  up  the  half  century 
inside  11  overs.  But  Elworthy, 
with  a high  fluid  action,  hit 
the  pitch  hard  and  got  some 
unnerving  movement 
Although  Austin  had 
mrainor  caught  at  the  wicket 
to  make  the  initial  break- 
through Elworthy  then 
yorked  Wright  Amt  26  and  fol- 
lowed with  tile  wickets  of 
Mike  Smith,  Tim  Hancock 
and  Andrew  Symonds,  who 
batted  baffUngiy  low  at  No.  7 
and  was  leg  before,  fit  be- 
tween times  Watkinson 
removed  Robert  Cunliffe  with 
his  first  halL 

Mark  Alleyne  then  slashed 
at  Watkinson  and  was  caught 
by  Warren  Hegg  and  Richard 
Davis,  attempting  a single  to 
mid-off,  under-estimated  Aus- 
tin and  was  run  out.  RusselL 
meanwhile,  was  beginning  to 
turn  things  round  whan  he 
slashed  at  Austin  and  was 
caught  behind. 


TENNIS:  THE  FRENCH  OPEN 


i?  • ■ "■ 
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Ball  embracing . . . Rusedski  on  the  way  to  victory  over  five  sets  and  a meeting  tomorrow  with  Germany's  M ichae!  Stich  photographs:  tom  jennns 

Capriati  goes  out  to  Yi 


Stephen  Bierfey  sees  an  American  dream 
take  a nightmare  turn-on  the  red  day  of  Paris 


WHEN  Jennifer 
Capriati 
reached  tbe 
semi-finals  of 
the  French 
Open  in  1990  she  was  barely 
14  years  old.  It  was  her  Grand 
Slam  debut  and  there  seemed 
every  reason  to  suppose  the 
big-boned,  raven-haired 
American  with  the  booming 
forehand  would  be  a domi- 
nant force  in  women's  tennis 
beyond  the  millennium. 

Yesterday,  in  a match  that 
tugged  heavily  at  the  emo- 
tions, she  was  beaten  6-3,  7-5 
in  the  first  round  at  Roland 
Garros  by  a 22-year-old  Chi- 
nese player  who  had  never  be- 
fore stepped  on  to  the  Pari- 
sian red  clay. 

Perhaps  sport  does  not 
build  character,  merely 
reveal  it  Capriati  had  talent, 
success  and  wealth  but  three 
years  ago  her  life  lurched 
down  a murky  and  dangerous 
sidewalk,  and  her  tennis 
career  came  to  an  abrupt  end. 
She  was  accused  of  shop-lift- 
ing and  later  entered  a clinic 
with  a drug  problem.  She  had 
mugged  herself. 

Yet  in  1992,  when  she  de- 
feated Steffi  Graf  to  win  a 
gold  medal  at  the  Barcelona 
Olympics,  Capriati  had 
seemed  as  happy  as  any  16- 


Scoreboard 


Benson  and  Hedge*  Cup 
Quarter-finals 


OH  TMftwta  Lanes  nead  147  e but  Gbura 
vrftti  mwi  wtdcea  uanfing.  Tataf.  U0 


A J Wrfgfli  t>  Dwontiy 

N J Tremor  c Hm  b AuaUn  _ 

A U Smith- c WalUnsoo  b Elworthy  _ 

R J Cun  to*  b WMttnson 

T H C Hancock  « Hggg  b Ehwrttiy  _ 

TP  C RissaU  c Hegg  b Auun 

A Symonds  Qmr  b Etwocmy  — 

M w Alleyns  c Hegg  Q Watkinson 

R P Davis  run  not 

M C J Bail  o Hesg  b Watkinson  — 

*C  A Walsh  not  ow 

Extras  (»7.  nb2) 


Tow{4SSiMvn) «• 

Nk  53,  S.  58.  06,  68.  75.  &2.  98.  IIS. 
Snare  at  IB  ovmi  3-04. 

■nritar  Austin  10-0-41-2;  Martin 
10-2- «-a  EhWtty  10-4-14  4.  Wszfcfnson 
aS-0-®-3:  Vaias  7-1-21-0. 


M A Atfianen  c Russafl  b WsMi — S 
*M  Watkinson  c CunfWn  b Smart  — 4 

1 0 Austin  c BsH  Q Smith 2 

j Speak  not  out — o 

JV-  Crawley  not  out o 

Extras  1*1.  nb»  — * 


Total  (lor  3. 0 oven) — 

Te  baa  N H Fslrtn other.  Q D 


1* 


8 Elworthy,  P J Martin,  oftst*'  * 


Walsh  3- l-O-i;  smith  S-1-3-2. 


Tbe  OWk  Yorkshire  won  oy  okw  wickets. 


0 M Ward  c Morris  b Haney 

A O Brawn  c Vaoonan  b Wnam  - 

A j Stewart  b Sthrerwood 


a 

41 
— It 


P Thorpe  b Stamp 

A J Homoeha  tow  b Stamp 

O J BioteMl  eSIt  SHvarwootf 

C C Lewis  c Biskay  b Gough as 

BP  Julian  c&bSUvecwood 2 

M P BfcAnsU  c Biskay  b Whits 22 

R M Paaraon  not  out  — 12 

J E Benjamin  c Byes  b Gough  — 

Extras  fib7.  *5.  nb*>  — — 


IB 


Total  (O.S  overs! - — a* 

Pan  47. 30, 84. 115, 148. 157. 163,200.222. 
Boon  at  1 B ms  3-64. 

arflngi  Sough  9.5-0-44-2;  HarUay 

10-2-32-1;  Bitvarwood  10-2-41-3;  WWia 
10-0-56-2;  Stamp  6-0-45-2;  Morris 
to  4 a 


•D  Byes  not  out 1 — HB 

M P Vaughan  c Lewis  b Benjamin  ...  BB 
M G Bevan  not  out  — — — — — « 
Extras  | Ib3,  *2.  ntej JIB 

Total  It*  1.  S7.1  overs! ***» 

o>  telebsMi  94 

DM  eat  beta  A McGralll.  C Wh Ha.  tfl  J 
Biskay.  A C Morris.  D Gough.  P J Hartley. 
C E W Sduerwocd.  R D Stamp. 

Soore  at  IS  onm  1-94. 

BomDngi  U P Bicfcnefl  4-0-29 -0:  Lewie 
6-0- 59-0,  Julian  8.1-0-31-0  Hoil teaks 
6-0-37-0-  Benjamin  10-3-53-1;  Pearson 
3-0-15-0 


year-old  could  be.  Few 
doubted  she  would  be  back 
for  Atlanta.  But  there  will  be 
no  medal  this  time;  she  will 
not  even  make  the  team. 

This  was  her  first  Grand 
Slam  appearance  since  the 
1993  US  Open  but  there  was 
little  feeling  of  optimism  — 
rather  an  overwhelming  sad- 
ness. “I  really  haven't  found 
the  key,"  she  said  when  asked 
if  she  had  any  advice  for 
young  players. 

Capriati,  still  only  20,  has 
always  struggled  to  express 
herself  verbally;  now,  in  her 
comeback,  she  is  battling  des- 
perately to  express  herself  on 
court  Yesterday  her  ground 
strokes  were  erratic  and  she 
double-faulted  22  times. 

Just  occasionally  the  big 
shot  was  there,  a vivid  but 
fleeting  reminder  of  what 
used  to  be.  But  whether  she 
can  ever  resurrect  and 
rebuild  her  career  is  surely 
doubtfoL 

Jlng  Qian  Yi,  China’s  top 
ranked  player,  rarely  needed 
to  be  anything  more  than 
steady.  She,  too,  was  quite  a 
prodigy,  having  been  spotted 
at  the  age  of  eight  and  steered 
towards  tennis  because  she 
was  a good  runner.  Perhaps 
our  LTA  should  be  searching 
along  the  same  lines. 


OLAMORQAM  v WARWtCKSHn 

warwictefure  won  by  12  run*. 


Yi  spoke  through  an  inter- 
preter. from  which  it  was 
gleaned  that  both  her  parents 
worked  in  a factory  and  that 
she  gave  50  per  cent  of  her 
earnings  to  the  government. 

It  later  transpired  that  her 
parents  led  a privileged  life  in 
China  and  that  Yi  herself 
spoke  better  than  passable 
English.  As  to  the  identity  of 
tiie  interpreter  nobody  was 
clear;  but  here  were  clear  res- 
onances of  tiie  old  Russian 
and  East  German  sporting 
regimes. 


There  was  no  minder  for 
Capriati  although  goodness 
knows  she  could  have  done 
with  someone  to  shield  and 
protect  her  in  recent  years. 
What  a fall  she  has  had. 

In  1991  the  American  was 
the  youngest  ever  semi-final- 
ist at  Wimbledon,  defeating 
Martina  Navratilova  on  the 
way;  the  year  before  that  she 
had  become  the  youngest 
player  to  be  ranked  in  the  top 
10.  In  1992  she  was  the  youn- 
gest player  to  surpass  Si  mil- 
lion in  pri2e-money. 

Yesterday,  rather  pitifully 
if  honestly,  she  was  reduced 
to  talking  about  her  game  in 
the  most  basic  terms.  "I'm 
doing  the  best  I can.  I’m  try- 
ing." Somehow  it  sounded 
like  an  epitaph. 

After  the  wind,  rain  and 
cold  of  the  opening  day 
Roland  Garros  was  bathed  in 
glorious  sunshine  yesterday: 
the  British  still  sometimes 
balk  at  having  their  Beau- 
jolais  chilled  but  now  the 
refrigerated  proof  was  in  the 
drinking. 

Both  Thomas  Muster  and 
GraT  began  the  defence  of 
their  titles  on  a somewliat  so- 
porific centre  court  and  both 
progressed  with  ease.  The 
Austrian  displayed  not  a 
trace  of  trouble  with  the  right 
ankle  he  sprained  at  tiie  St 
P&lten  tournament  last  week 
as  he  put  out  Denmark's  Fre- 
derik  Fetterlein  6-4, 8-2. 8-4. 

Grafs  6-3,  6-2  win  over 


Larisa  Neiland  of  Latvia,  a 
doubles  specialist,  was  not  en- 
tirely convincing,  with  too 
many  unforced  errors,  but 
she  appears  to  have  put  well 
behind  her  the  horrors  of  the 
Italian  Open,  where  she 
was  defeated  by  the  15-year- 
old  Martina  Hingis  of 
Switzerland. 

"My  serve  was  not  so  good 
but  I was  hitting  the  ball 
fine."  said  Graf.  With  so 
many  players  complaining  of 
niggling  injuries  it  is  good  to 
see  the  German,  who  has  had 
her  share  of  problems  this 
year,  moving  about  tiie  court 
so  freely. 

Greg  Rusedski.  Britain's 
last  remaining  singles  player 
after  the  early  departure  of 
Tim  Henman  on  Monday,  was 
not  expected  to  have  any  real 
problems  against  the  Austra- 
lian qualifier  Grant  Doyle 
but.  as  the  evening  shadows 
began  to  engulf  Court  Four, 
so  Rusedski’s  path  to  the 
second  round  became  more 
obscure. 

He  rattled  off  the  first  set 
6-2.  with  little  or  no  hint  or 
the  see-saw  conflict  to  follow. 
Rusedski's  game  came  apart 
in  the  second  which  he  lost 
6-1  and,  after  clawing  back 
the  third,  he  was  thumped  6-2 
as  Doyle,  the  world  No.  307, 
levelled. 

Who  would  win  the  decid- 
ing set  was  anybody's  guess. 
Rusedski  took  it  7-5  but  it  was 
a mighty  close-run  thing. 


N M K Sraim  c Thomas  b Watkin 

N V Knight  b Watkin 

D R Brown  b Btneftor 

□ P Ostlar  b Croft 

T L Partnay  c Jama  b Butchar 

•D  A Ftoavo  st  UMSOn  b Banmcfc  — 

S M Pollock  run  out 

G Walch  c Thomas  b Barwic*  

A F GUaa  c Wabun  b Crolt 

G C Small  run  out 
TK  J Pi  par  not  out . 


'—S. T.  5 

25 


Extras  [toTS.  we,  nbO) 

Total  arail  - 


5.  32.  66.  81.  143,  161.  216.  2SS.  338. 
BowKnvi  Watkin  10-2-35-2.  atbson 
0-0-66-0.  Thomas  6-0-36-0;  Butcher 
6-0-21-2:  Croft  7.2-0-37-2.  Barwic  k 
10-0-44-2 


O 

.....  4 


S P Jamas  e Ptpar  b PoModt ii 

H Morrta  c Pinar  b Raava SB 

G P Butchw  tow  b SmaH  • 

■M  P Maynard  lbw  b Small 75 

P A Coesy  c 6 b Raava a 

ROB  Croft  e Ptpar  b Boeva 1 

O D Gitaon  c OaSar  b Pollock  ~ 

9 D Thomas  c Ostler  b Small 

tC  P Uatson  e Prper  b Brown 

S L Watkin  not  out a 

S R Banmck  b Broun  ... O 

Earns  1101.  wio,  no6) it 

Total  (48.3  ov«ra) 227 

MB  SI.  60.  67.  78,  80.  216. 220.  221.  227 
Boarltoss  Pollock  10-0-51-2;  Brown 
6.3-1-27-2;  Raava  10-1-30-3;  Small 
0-0-85-3;  Watch  0-0-46-0;  Gfloa  3-0-23-0; 

Smith  1-0-13-0. 

■n 

i Kant  naad166  to  boat  Nonb- 
i«andtap  Today  1121 

DJ  CapsTc  Pats!  b EaBwra — ea 

A Fordnam  c Marsh  b Thompaon O 

■R  J BaHay  not  out 105 

M B Lov®  few  b Pa»« 43 

K M Curran  b Ea  Stain SB 

ffl  J Warren  run  out - O 

R R Montgomerie  run  out 2S 

A L Penberfey  c Cowdrey  b Fleming  34 

J E Enburer  no 1 Old'. 9 

Brtrma  (lbi.  w8i • 

Total  (tor  7.  SO  avers) SOB 

f*b  II.  76.  163.  J54,  185.  230.  270 
Soar*  at  15  ovn  2-66 
taowfciU--  McCague  7-0-58-0;  Thompson 
B-O-36-1:  Earn  am  10-0-38-2;  Flaming 
10-0-58-1;  Hooper  4-0-26-0;  Patel 
5-0-27-1;  COwdrey  8-0-48-0 


T R Ward  not  out  — — 31 

M V Flaming  b Airterose .........  40 

C L Hooper  c Enfeurey  b Penberthy  9 
G R Cowdrey  c Warran  b Panberthy  O 

N J Ltong  b Curran — — O 

M A Eaton  no*  out - IB 

Extras  (bl.  B».  art.  nb4) 13 

Tow  (W  4. 20,5  ovarii iob 

FaB  of  wrtokatB  66.  79.  79.8a 

To  bab  M J Walkar,  *tS  A Marsh.  M J 

McCague.  M M Petal.  J B D Thompson 

Boor*  si  15  ovor*9  4-85 

Bowltogt  Taylor  3-0-35-0:  Ambrose 

5-0-27-1;  Curran  7 5- 5-26-1.  Penberwy 

5-2-13-2. 


Toor  match 

(First  day  of  three,  today  ii.Bi 


A 0 Jbdepi  c RoWne  b Andrew  — 

V Ralhore  cSuch  b Childs 

SV  Minjrnkar  b ChUds 

"S  R Tantarikar  c Such  b Law 

m Oravta  b Irani 

8 Oanguty  c Prichard  b Irani  ..... 

8 Josh!  tbw  b Irani 

VentaKash  Prasad  ran  out  

P kBaoibrey  c Law  b tram 

VankataPCby  Raju  not  out — . 

Extra*  (fe5.  w3.  nb6) ..... 


Essex,  with  afl  their  nrewn- 
atendmg.  trail  «a  looians  oy 


- T 
_ BB 
..  3* 
_ 74 
_ IT 
-.  91 

....  *a 

e 

...  i 

i 

14 


Total  {for  8 dec,  85  merai 320 

Mb  7. 98,  146.  210.  2S>.  312. 313.  31  a 
Did  net  bab  N D Htrwarh. 

BnwDapi  CowM  17-3-57-0;  A/tdraw 
7-1-ts-l;  Irani  15-3-37-4;  Such 
17-1-75-0:  Law  6-2-26-1:  Child* 
15-3^72-a  Grayaon  4-0-03-0 


ODJ  BObutaou  not  out 1 

A P Grayson  ran  out O 

Extra* O 

Total  (tor  0.  as  overs) 1 

T«  bwtr  N Hunm,  S Q Law.  *P  J Prichard. 
R C tram.  fR  J RoKota.  P M Such.  8 J W 
Andrew.  A P Cowan.  J H ChUds 
BawBag  Ventafcash  Prasad  os-o-i-a 
Buplnu  D H Shephard  and  H 0 Bird. 

• Sachin  Tendulkar.  Vikram 
Rathore  and  Sourav  Ganguly 
enjoyed  some  useful  batting 
practice  for  India  against 
Essex  on  the  opening  day  of 
their  Tetley  Challenge  match 
at  Chelmsford. 

With  tiie  first  Test  against 
England  just  over  a week 
away,  the  trio  each  scored 
half-centuries  to  help  the 
tourists  to  320  for  eight  de- 
clared. In  reply  Essex  scored 
one  without  loss  from  just 
five  deliveries  before  bad 
light  stopped  play. 

Second  XI  Champtawhlp 
CtufrfHli*  Drabyahira  aio  (M  E Caaaur 
1251-  Kotcmgftamshtro  160-4.  nnn- 
iimiHla  Hampshire  95  (Trwnp  4-14]  and 
12-0.  Bomorwt  i»  (J  C KaB*n8i).  Harro- 
gta  Yorkshire  306-0  dec  v Kent 
■■Ben  Kurnw i Northamptonshire  160  u 
O Hughes  53m;  Witter  4-251  and  36-2. 
Durham  378  an  out  (S  Hutton  1271.  SoaOe- 
gatac  Ebb  333-9  dec  (P  R Shaw  116,  B J 
Hyarn  79)  y MkkHesex.  ThellOfd  «q>Ce 
Avon  Warwickshire  135-1  (W  Q Khin 
73noi  w Sossox.  Tin  ■ms*  Lancashire 
315-0  dec  (P  C MeXeewn  153.  N T Wood 
72}  and  113-0  (MeKeown  SZno,  Wood 
49noJ.  Gtamorgmo  302-2  dec  (A  W Evans 
156.  A J Dalton  126DOX 


Sailing 


McWilliam  surfs  to  victory 


Bob  Rsher  on  Loch  Pyne 


JOHN  McWILLIAM.  in  the 
John  Corby-designed  Sur- 
fin’ Shoes,  clinched  the  Class  0 
victory  in  the  Rover  Series  yes- 
terday after  a head-to-head 
battle  with  her  near  sister,  Roy 
Dickson’s  Cracklin’  Rosie. 

With  tiie  wind  gusting  over 
40  knots  and  driving  rain  Sur- 
fin’ Shoes  lived  up  to  her 
name  on  the  downwind  legs  of 
the  shortened  Olympic  course 
to  establish  an  early  lead  that 
she  held  throughout. 


Cormac  Tworaey  won  Class 
l on  Sarah-J  after  a great 
scrap  with  Jonathan  Ander- 
son's Duckwall  POoIey.  an 
identical  Beneteau  32s7. 

Third  place  gave  Iain  and 
Graham  Thomson's  Swan  40 
Sloop  John  T the  overall  hon- 
ours in  Class  2 and  Mike  Len- 
non in  Rawhyde  scooped  the 
pool  in  the  Melges  24s. 

Jonathan  Money,  steering 
John  Neshifs  30-foot  JHN  in 
Class  3,  took  the  Rover  trophy 
for  the  best  overall  perfor- 
mance of  the  regatta,  an 
award  he  last  won  in  1982. 


From  today, 
try  finding 

extra  firm 

for  your 
chi/dren.i 


Nrs  pet : anUftfts  day  i m3V. 

Launch '-112  the  A appeal. 
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Vincent  Hanna 
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Opening  victory  for  Scots  tourists,  page  13 
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Rusedski  battles  through  in  Paris,  page  15 

UeNAliActAF United  WOO  COUtOi  D39G  14 

Virus  checks  Redgrave  and  Pinsent,  page  14 
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England 

gofor 

fire 

power 


SURREY  ROUNDLY  BEATEN  AT  THE  OVAL 


David  Lacey  on 

Venables’  inclusion 
of  all  his  strikers 
in  his  Euro  96  squad 

Terry  venables 
will  set  out  to  win 
the  European 
Championship  with 
fire-power  rather 
than  kindling  wood,  marks- 
men. rather  than  powder  mon- 
keys. Goals  win  matches  and 
England  will  be  looking  to  the 
Premiership’s  most  prolific 
scorers  to  provide  them. 

Of  the  27  players  who  went 
to  the  Far  East  the  defender 
Ugo  Ehiogu  and  three  mid- 
fielders, Jason  Wilcox,  Den- 
nis Wise  and  Robert  Lee,  have 
been  added  to  die  name  of 
Peter  Beardsley  on  the  sur- 
plus-to-requirements  list 
So,  instead  of  opting  for  Les 
Ferdinand  or  Robbie  Fowler 
as  an  alternative  should  Alan 
Shearer  fell  to  break  his  In- 
ternational duck  of  nearly 
two  seasons,  Venables  has  in- 
cluded both  strikers  in  the 


If  he  retains 
the  three-man 
defence  /nee 
becomes  the 
most  crucial 
figure  of  all 


squad  of  22  which  he  an- 
nounced a few  hours  after  the 
England  players  arrived  back 
from  Hong  Kong  yesterday. 

Between  them  Shearer  (37), 
Fowler  (36)  and  Ferdinand 
(29)  scored  102  goals  for  their 
clubs  last  season,  and  Teddy 
Sheringbam  netted  another 
24.  With  Nick  Barm  by  al- 
ready earmarked  for  Beards- 
ley’s role  as  a cover  for  Sher- 
vngham  something  has  had  to 
give  in  order  to  accommodate 
five  front  players. 

The  sacrifice  has  been  made 
in  midfield,  where  three 
rather  than  two  men  missed 
the  cut  Wise  was  expected  to 
be  among  the  unlucky  ones 
and  Wilcox's  lack  of  interna- 
tional experience  counted 
against  him  despite  being  nat- 
urally left-footed.  Newcastle 
United’s  Lee,  who  was  the  nat- 
ural cover  for  David  Piatt 
looks  to  be  the  fall  guy.  At 
least  his  absence  has  probably 
spared  a club-mate,  Ferdi- 
nand. similar  disappointment 

The  choices  in  defence  are 
much  as  expected,  with 
Ehiogu  always  looking  the 
man  most  likely  to  step  down 
once  Venables  had  convinced 
himself  of  Steve  Howey’s  fit- 
ness. Both  the  Neville 
brothers  are  in,  and  Gareth 
Southgate  and  Sol  Campbell 
wiB  give  Venables  cover  in  a 


Ince . . . supporting  role 


wide  variety  of  positions. 

The  inclusion  of  Campbell, 
along  with  Walker,  Gas- 
coigne, Anderton,  Sher- 
inghairi  and  Barm  by,  means 
that  more  than  25  per  cent  of 
the  places  are  filled  by  mem- 
bers of  Terry  Venables’s  for- 
mer Tottenham  team. 

Campbell's  one  England  ap- 
pearance amounts  to  25  min- 
utes against  Hungary  a week 
ago  last  Saturday  but  his  abil- 
ity, like  that  of  Southgate,  to 
play  with  equal  comfort  in  de- 
fence or  midfield  always 
made  him  a likely  choice. 

Campbell,  moreover,  is  still 
only  21.  If  England  have  a 
good  tournament  the  most  im- 
portant legacy  Venables  will 
hand  on  to  his  successor 
Glenn  Hodcfle  for  the  1998 
World  Cup  qualifiers  is 
squad  in  which  more  than 
half  of  the  players  are  25  or 
under.  Lee  is  30,  eight  years 
older  than  Jamie  Redknapp, 
whose  youth  surely  helped 
win  him  Venables’s  vote. 

The  team  England  are 
likely  to  field  against  Switzer- 
land in  the  opening  game  of 
the  European  Championship 
on  Saturday  week  should  see 
Seaman  in  goal,  Gary  Neville. 
Adams  and  Pearce  in  a back 
three  with  Ince  in  front  of 
them.  Anderton  and  McMana- 
man  wide,  Gascoigne  and 
Platt  In  central  mirifteiH,  and 
Sherlngham  and  Shearer  up 
front  Whatever  Venables' s 
initial  line-up.  the  side  is 
bound  to  change  as  the  tour- 
nament progresses. 

“I  always  said  that  deciding 
who  to  leave  out  of  the  squad 
would  be  the  most  difficult  de- 
cision of  my  footballing  life,’ 
he  said,  “and  it  has  been. 

‘Those  who  have  missed 
out  are  very  unfortunate  but 
the  22  I’ve  chosen  will  give 
England  a squad  of  quality, 
versatility  and  flair.  Above  all 
it’s  a squad  that  believes  in 
itself.  Over  two  years  a real 
unity  of  purpose  has  grown 
up  among  the  players.”  Vena- 
bles continued.  “We  want  to 
win  for  everyone-  Now  comes 
the  real  test.1 

Whoever  else  Venables 
chose,  the  importance  of  Ince, 
Gascoigne,  Sheringham  and 
Shearer  to  England’s  cause 
would  have  remained  the 
same.  If  he  decides  to  retain 
the  recently  acquired  three- 
man  defensive  system,  then 
Ince,  who  will  have  to  support 
Adams  as  well  as  the  attack, 
becomes  the  most  crucial  fig- 
ure of  alL 

At  this  level,  however, 
plans  are  apt  to  go  awry  and 
Venables’s  qualities  as  an  im- 
proviser are  likely  to  be 
called  upon  sooner  rather 
than  later.  A collapse  of 
Adams's  recently  injured 
knee,  for  example,  would  ask 
much  of  defenders  who,  with 
the  exception  of  Pearce,  are 
totally  inexperienced  in 
major  tournaments. 

England  will  look  to  Gas- 
coigne to  provided  the  unex- 
pected in  a midfield  that  with- 
out him  tends  to  be  hard- 
working but  utterly 
predictable.  Maybe  McM ana- 
man  will  not  be  chained  to  the 
left  wing  for  long.  Venables 
has  long  wanted  him  to  roam 
as  he  does  for  LiverpooL 

Somebody  will  have  to 
make  a habit  of  finding  the 
target  Six  goals  against  Hun- 
gary and  China  do  not  make 
England’s  the  most  feared 


Bold  as  Byas . . . the  Yorkshire  captain  drives  Julian  for  four  on  his  way  to  his  century 

Yorkshire  stroll  into  semi-finals 
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DAVID  BYAS.  the  cap- 
tain, made  116  not  out 
as  Yorkshire 

swamped  Surrey,  who 
fielded  their  four  England 
Texaco  Trophy  players,  by 
nine  wickets  at  The  Oval 
yesterday  to  reach  the  Ben- 


son and  Hedges  Cup  semi- 
finals. Yorkshire  achieved 
their  target  of  230  with  12.5 
overs  to  spare  after  Byas 
and  Michael  Sevan  (66  not 
out)  put  on  136. 

A disputed  leg-before  de- 
cision against  Matthew 


Maynard  demoralised  Gla- 
morgan against  Warwick- 
shire at  Cardiff.  Maynard 
made  75  and  Ottis  Gibson 
68  before  Glamorgan,  need- 
ing 240,  collapsed  from  216 
for  five  to  227  all  out. 

Kent  resume  on  108  for 


four  today  in  reply  to 
Northamptonshire’s  293  for 
seven  and  Lancashire  are 
in  dire  straits  on  12  for 
three  chasing  Gloucester- 
shire's 158.- 
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Come  allye  dry  land  sailyors 
And  listen  to  my  song . . . 

OF  ALL  the  stretches 
of  water  that  struck 
terror  into  the  hearts 
of  mariners  the  most 
dangerbus  was  that  which  lay 
between  Lisburn  and  Aghalee 
on  the  old  Lagan  canal — or  so 
the  song  goes- 
It  isabout  the  shlpwreckof 
the  good  ship  Calibar  which,  a 
century  ago.  carried  coal  to 
Portadown,  dragged  by  a very 
old  horse.  Calamity  struck 
themjnstbefbretheStrazunil- 
lis  lock  when  the  Calibar  ran 
up  on  an  uncharted  lump  of 
coke. 

I went  back  to  the  spot  this 
week  for  the  Dragon  Boat 
races  and,  of  course,  for  the 
elections.  It.was  a nostalgic 
trip  because.-just  down  the 
towpath  after  university 
dances,  1 used  to  do  same  seri- 
ous  parking. 

Dragon  Boats  are  long,  nar- 
row, war  canoes  with  20  pad- 
dlers,  six  of  whom  must  be 
women.  They  originated  in 
Hong  Kong  where  the  festival 
of  Tuen  Ng  is  celebrated  in  the 
harbour  by  the  frantic  pad- 
dling ofhandredsof  the  . 
beasts.  Here  it  is  an  amateur 
participation  sport  and  tre- 
mendous fun.  Most  of  the 
trams  come  from  pubs  or 
office  groups.  Monday  was  a 
funny,  lively  day  wiffi260 
happy  paddlers. 

Each  boat  has  a big  drum 
which  is  whacked  by  a team 
member  like  a galley  slave 
driver.  This  unnerved  me  a 
bit,  partly  because  it  is  the 
start  of  the  Ulster  marching 
season  and  partly  because  one 
of  the  drummers  was  Stroke 
City's  own  Gerry 
Anderson.  “Well,  It’s  not 
often.'’  said  Gerry,  “you  get  to 
celebrate  the  final  act  of  a de- 
cent politician." 

HE  was  talking  about 
Qy  Yuan,  a minister 
at  the  court  ofChu  in 
the  fourth  century 
BC,  who  lost  his  job  in  a Cabi- 
net reshuffle  and  sadly  wan- 
dered the  country  writing  po- 
etry. When  that  did  not  go 
down  well,  be  threw  himself 
in  the  Mi  Lo  river.  Unlike  the 
crew  of  the  Calibar,  who  were 
saved  when  a passing  farmboy 
threw  in  the  end  of  his  gal- 
luses. Qy  Yuan  drowned. 

Dragon  Boat  racing  com- 
memorates the  efforts  ofhun- 
dreds of  fishermen  who  vainly 


raced  out  to  save  him.  I do  not 
believe  a word  of  that.  ConfU-  ■ 
clus  he  say : tragedy  is  when 
politiddntfimw  h imself tn 
river,  calamity  is  when  some- 
one fish  him  out. 

. So  far,  none  of  the  900  candi- 
dates in  foe  elections  to  the 
Northern  Ireland  Forum  have 
followed  the  example  of  Qy 
Yuan,  although  lots  have  been 
rushing  up  and  down  beating 
drums. 

• Dragon  Boats  came  to  Brit- 
ain in  1985  and  there  are  about 
50  boats  around  the  country. 
You  can  buy  a quick-assembly 
one  far  about  £7,000.  For  Mon- 
day's regatta  the  national 
association  brought  over  four 
boats,  and  13  teams  competed 
ail  day,  over  a 250-metre 
course. 

The  event  was  wonhy  the 

ffiHatdA  barm  Hillsborough, 
which  is  just  down  the  street 
from  where  Mrs  Thatcher 
signed  the  Anglo-Irish  Agree- 
ment Runners-up  were  tile 
team  from  the  RobinsonLei- 
sure  Centre,  named  after  the 
deputy  leader  of  tbeDUP.  It  is 
embarrassing,  but  necessary, 
to  record  that  both  teams  con- 
tained Protestants  and  Catho- 
lics, because  that  is  still  . 
rare  enough  in  the  Province. 

THELEGACY  of  25 

years  of  futile  violence 
is  only  too  visible  in 
the  mutually  agreed 
separation,  of  large  sections  of 
tiie  two  communities.  Apart- 
heid. Ulster  style,  extends  be- 
yond worship  to  education 
and  sport  Catholics  still  play 
different  games  from  Protes- 
tants. Indeed  you  canstill 
grow  up  here  without  socialis- 
ing across  the  sectarian  div-  - 
lde.  In  spite  of  the  efforts  of 
open-minded  individuals, 
rugby  and  rowing  are  by  and 
large  the  preserve  of  Protes- 
tants, Gaelic  games  are  played 
by  Catholics.  Soccer  Is  played 
by  both  communities  but  the 
gamestiH  suffers  from  a sec- 
tarian hangover.  - 
One  shining  exception  has 
been  the  work  done  for  local 
athletics  by  the  estimable 
Mary  Peters,  whose  example 
and  reputation  have  broken 
down  many  barriers. 

Dragon  Boat  racing  is  very 
popular  in  South  Africa,  espe- 
cially tn  Cape  Town  where 
multi-racial  regattas  are  seen 
as  the  symbol  of  the  new 
nation.  Northern  Ireland 
could  do  with  anew  symbol  or 
two.  Across  the  rtver  from  the 
regatta  on  Monday  the  Anna - 
dale  estate  was  daubed  with 
slogans,  and  they  had  already 
started  to  build  their  Twelfth 
of  July  bonfire. 

I don’t  know  what  became  of 
the  crew  of  the  Calibar.  But  tiie 
cabin  boy  was  pretty  fed  up: 
Nomoreril  be  a sailyor. 

To  sail  the  raging  main. 

And  the  next  time  I want  to 
go  to  Portadown— 

Bejaysus  TCI  take  the  train. 


Prodigal  Keane  turns 
up  - to  watch  cricket 


Michael  Walker 


attack  of  Euro  96.  Shearer 
will  have  to  regain  his  inter- 
national scoring  touch  early 
if  he  Is  to  withstand  the  pres- 
sure from  Fowler  and  Ferdi- 
nand. Perhaps  that  is  why 
both  are  there. 

Switzerland  have  left 
Adrian  Knup  and  Alain  Sut- 
ter out  of  their  squad  for  Euro 
96  but  the  Everton  full-back 
Marc  Hottiger  is  included. 
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,OY  KEANE,  the  newly 
appointed  captain  of 
the  Republic  of  Ireland 
who ’went  missing  before 
even  assuming  the  position, 
reappeared  yesterday. 

But  he  chose  not  to  show 
his  face  in  Dublin,  where  his 
Irish  manager  and  team- 
mates were  preparing  for 
tonight’s  friendly  with  Portu- 
gal Instead  he  turned  up  in 
Manchester  at  the  Old  Traf- 
fond  headquarters  of  Lanca- 
shire Cricket  Club. 

Rather  than  report  to  Dub- 
lin. which  itself  would  have 
been  a belated  gesture.  Keane 
chose  to  watch  Lancashire’s 
Benson  and  Hedges  Cup  quar- 
ter-final against  Gloucester- 
shire, after  returning  from  a 
holiday  on  Capri  with  his 
girlfriend.  To  make  an  al- 
ready unsatisfactory  situa- 
tion worse,  be  appeared  to 
have  been  drinking  heavily. 


The  Republic  of  Ireland 
manager  Mick  McCarthy 
reacted  initially  by  withdraw- 
ing the  Manchester  United 
midfielder  from  their  next  six 
international  matches,  in- 
cluding the  imminent  three- 
match  tour  of  the  United 
States.  McCarthy  had  tried  to 
entice  Keane  to  make  the  trip 
by  making  him  captain. 

Later,  however.  McCarthy 
had  softened  his  tone  after 
Keane  bad  made  contact  by 
telephone.  “Now  I want  to  see 
him  and  sort  all  this  out  If  he 
turns  up  in  the  next  day  or 
two,  and  he  is  fit,  he  could 
still  be  involved  in  two  games 
against  quality  opposition  — 
Croatia  on  Sunday  and  Hol- 
land in  Rotterdam  next 
Tuesday. 

’1  need  players  who  want  to 
break  their  necks  to  play  for 
their  country.  I have  got  to 
see  that  commitment  from 
Roy  like  I've  seen  it  from 
other  players. 

“I  am  not  saying  the  door  is 


still  open  to  America  because 
I’ve  named  my  squad  erf  20  for 
that  trip  and  Alan  Kemaghan 
is  coming  with  us  instead  of 
Roy.  But  as  you  know,  things 
can  change.  You  can  get 
knocks  that  make  you  change 
your  plans. 

“His  being  stripped  from 
the  captaincy  is  a nonsense. 
He  can’t  be  captain  if  he’s  not 
going  [to  America],  I’ve  de- 
cided to  take  Kemaghan  in- 
stead because  I’m  preparing 
for  that  trip.” 

It  appears  that  Keane  is  a 
young  man  who  does  not 
know  where  be  Is  going.  The 
24-year-old  from  Cork  has  al- 
ready acquired  a long  record 
of  indiscipline  for  such  a 
short  career.  On  the  field  this 
has  been  manifested  in  reck- 
less, aggressive  behaviour, 
typified  on  his  last  interna- 
tional appearance  against 
Russia  in  March  when  he  was 

sent  off.  He  had  been  handed 

the  captain’s  arm-band  only 
minutes  earlier. 


Above  all,  Americans  like  their  weather  because  it  is  democratic. 
It  may  be  different  all  over,  but  apart  from  chi-chi  places  like 
LA  and  San  Francisco,  everybody  has  to  put  up  with  something 
(even  Seattle  has  its  constant  rain). 

David  Runciman 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20,665 

Set  by  Gordius 


1 CHp  for  a pet  (7) 

S Corpse  of  englneerlound  by 
power  supply  (?) 

9 His  wife  has  another...  (7) 

10  ...fellow,  a slippery  type  but 
well-bred  (7) 

11  Snap,  crackle,  and  pop  — 
could  be  epic  treat  {9} 

12  An  article  about  Macbeth?  (5) 

13  Course  record  made  by 
some,  but  rvotafl(5) 

15  unusuaflyhotdrytemper- 
a&re  as  indicative  of  water  (9) 

17  Dfspose  of  body  before  time 
—explain  (9) 

19  Subject  of  parable  swore  to 
reform  (5) 

22  Gormless  mountain  dog  (5) 

23  Car  battery  connection 
could  be  risty  (4,5) 

25  Great  Tory  rout  due  to  blind 
obstinacy  (7) 


26  Mathematical  proposition 

the  more,  the  merrier  (7) 

27  Sets  about  restricting  free 
bounds  (7) 

28  Armada  drifted  north  fast  (7) 

Down 


1 Starting  because  I can.  you 
could  (earn  easily  to  ride  (7) 

2 Servants  are  short?  Yes 

unfortunately  (7)  ’ 

3 Garment  designed  to  hide — 
out  not  completely  (5) 

6 Sponsor  of  MafQhijtfates?rm 

5 ?rfw?Jrattakeninbydi3so- 

ute  fellow  sees  him  as  he  is  (5) 

7 Wee  tax  deal  could  be  wrong 

8 Prominent  feature  posed 

about  tight  (7) 

16  Master  trained  form  to  get 
tackled  (9)  ■ 
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16  One  is  dismissive  of  French 
farm  worker  (9) 

17  In  the  States  restraining 
young  is  a nightmare  (7) 

18  Macho  types  can  be  so 

happy  (7) 

20  Rumour  said  to  have  got 

round  fast  (7) 

21  Government  curtails 

colonel^  responsibility  (7) 

23  lnded$1yepoQt?{5} 

24  Some  other  method  of 
measuring  energy  (5) 

Solution  tomorrow 
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